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 Even though I was born in the Northwest, and grew up in Colorado, I’ve 

spent my entire adult life in the Midwest. So I’ve grown accustomed to Midwestern 

seasons and Midwestern weather. And one thing I’ve learned is that March is a 

mixed bag when it comes to weather. I suppose that is probably true in a lot of plac-

es (other than the desert Southwest or southern California). But it is certainly the 

case here. Every other day can shift completely from cold to warm, sunny to grey, 

pleasant to dreary, and back again. The one constant, it seems, is that it will be 

windy. And most of the time, that wind will either be a cold blast from the north-

northwest that shrinks your courage and heightens your desire to curl up in a ball on 

the couch under a warm blanket, or a stiff western gale you have to lean into to keep from being blown off 

your feet. Once in a while, there might be a soft breeze that invites you to linger a bit longer on your walk, but 

is just cool enough that you dare not let loose of your jacket. 

 As a kid growing up, I didn’t usually think that much about the wind. A few times we tried to fly kites 

when it was windy, but our general lack of success usually stifled what little enthusiasm I could muster for the 

effort. I sometimes had to pay attention to the wind when I delivered the morning papers on my paper route, 

but that was mostly just an exercise in dealing with frustration, as I tried to gauge what adjustments I would 

have to make in order to fling the papers onto the porch for those customers who weren’t satisfied with a de-

livery on the front sidewalk or lawn. 

 It was only when I came to Lawrence to attend KU that I was confronted with the ever-present reality 

of Kansas winds. The daily onslaught of a rushing southwest wind left me feeling battered, like a shutter with 

a broken hinge. To this day, I still have times when I feel like I need to escape when the spring winds start 

their relentless march through March and April and the rest of the months until they can drive us all indoors 

for the winter and keep the whole of the outdoors to themselves so that they may play there unchecked and 

unhindered. 

 We all see winds differently, of course. Meteorologists study them. They are simply the product of the 

changes in air temperature and pressure, the systematic movement of air around our spinning planet that 

brings the changes to our local weather and allows news stations to have something to say between the news 

and the sports. The cold fronts and high pressure systems must be tracked and calculated, so that there is 

something to report. 

 Aeronautical engineers also calculate the wind, but not for reporting; they measure the winds in order 

to overcome them. The air currents are an obstacle that must be overcome and harnessed so that pilots may 

safely ferry people and cargo from one location to another so that commerce can flourish and grandchildren be 

visited.  

 Others also seek to harness the winds. Mechanical engineers design propeller blades to spin in the 

rushing air, turning the gears to produce electrical energy. Sailing enthusiasts set their sails to catch the breeze 

so that they can enjoy a day on the lake or sea. Mothers hang out their clothes on the line to dry. Base jumpers 

leap off high cliffs, intent on soaring upon the thermal updrafts for a short thrill before capitulating to the inev-

itable victory of gravity. 

 It is much the same when we think about the Holy Spirit. In the Bible, God’s Spirit is often likened to 

the wind or pictured with imagery related to the wind. In fact, both the Hebrew word ruach (used in the Old 

Testament) and the Greek word pneuma (used in the New Testament) can be translated as “wind” or 

“spirit” (or “breath”), depending on the context. So it’s not a surprise to see the authors of Scripture tie togeth-

er the imagery of wind and the concept of the Spirit. 

 



March                                                                                                                             2019 

 Some people want to study the Spirit—and for very good reasons. Just as it helps to know the differ-

ence between a summer breeze and a hurricane, it helps to know how to differentiate between the Spirit of 

God—his nature, intentions, characteristics, and actions—and the demonic spirits 

who oppose the things of God. Careful study of the Scriptures can give us the 

knowledge and wisdom we need to build a right understanding—a good theology—

of the Spirit. 

 Others seek to harness the Spirit. They want to build something, something 

great, perhaps even something spectacular. Perhaps they want to build it for God. Or 

perhaps they want to build it to demonstrate their own prowess and to develop a fol-

lowing. Others want to harness the Spirit’s power for their own enjoyment, or as a 

means of finding relief from the pressures of life. They need a break, or a thrill, and 

the Spirit can provide them with what they seek. Still others just want to get through the day. They need to get 

things done and the Spirit perhaps can help. Each of these who seek the power of the Spirit has a different 

goal. But in each case, their desire is to use the power of the Spirit to accomplish what they intend to do or to 

fulfill what they need. 

 Of course, this desire is not necessarily sinful; it is actually very understandable. And for that matter, 

there is a certain practicality in God’s ways—he does give us his Spirit in order to help us, to bring us needed 

power to accomplish the things that we must do, and to fill us with joy and pleasure as well.  

 But there is a very subtle temptation that is near to all of us, the temptation to think of God and his 

Spirit merely in instrumental terms, as means to our chosen ends. We want to fly our kite and need a breeze. 

Or we want to heat our house and we need a wind farm. Or we want to feel better and need a thrill. God be-

comes nothing more than a tool we deem usable, his Spirit nothing more than a way to satisfy our self-

determined wishes. 

 Friends, we need to understand very clearly that God is not a means to an end, not the tool we use to 

fill our needs; he is the end which we need to seek. He urgently wants to give us his Spirit, to impart to us the 

power we need to live in accordance with his ways. He wants to thrill us with his goodness and his love, to 

empower us to do the things that he has given us to do, and to grant us relief from the pressures we face on a 

daily basis, relief that only he can give. But the Spirit is neither a toy nor a tool; he is the sovereign creator, the 

presence of the living God who unites us with Christ and draws us to the Father that we might know God in 

his fullness and have the life of God in us. 

 Our problem, in many ways, is simple. We need to understand the picture correctly. Take one of the 

illustrations given above—that of a child flying a kite. We imagine a child flying a kite. We think, “I am the 

child, the kite represents what I want to do, God’s Spirit is the wind that helps me to fly my kite.” 

 But the actual picture is different. The correct way to see it is this: “I am the kite.” 

 

Trusting in the one who governs the winds and promises to fill us with his Spirit, so that we might be witness-

es of his resurrection power, speaking his truth, displaying his kindness and love to a lost world—may his 

Spirit uphold and direct you through the changing circumstances of this month’s changing weather. 

 

Pastor Barry 
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Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 

over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to be first must 

be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 

to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

Matthew 20: 25-28 

So, what exactly is it that our FCC Elders do? We pray for our church, 

determine the causes we support, the activities we engage in, and the co-

ordination of outreach opportunities. We work together with the trustees 

to help plan how our tithes and offerings are used. Under the Lordship of 

Christ Jesus, we  are your servants, working together for the benefit of us 

all. Need prayer? Struggling with questions? Have an idea? How may we 

serve you?  

On February 22nd and 23rd, the Trustees, Elders, and Worship Leaders 

met for a retreat led by Pastor Barry. We took time to worship, pray, and 

listen to each other’s perspectives about the life and direction of our 

church. There is much to do and we are excited and energized about seek-

ing God’s wisdom and discernment in how we move forward. The Elders 

will be meeting again on March 7th to continue the discussions and begin 

to formulate plans of action.  

 ...if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 

and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 

will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 

land. 2 Chronicles 7: 14 

We need your help! Please pray for  us. The sanctuary is available 

from 9am to 4pm every Friday, but you are welcome to pray at whatever 

time and place you can. With much appreciation, your Elders: Hyacinth 

Self— Chair, Dennis Hayward—Vice Chair, Jim Self, Paul Studebaker, 

Aaron Lathrom, Lisa Rundell, Barb Copple, Jim Chapin 



Trustee Report, Christine Winters, Vice-Chair 

Many of you have stated to me, FCC is your church, and you have demonstrated that to us by your pledges and offer-

ings.  We are truly grateful for those of you that have completed pledge cards.  For those who haven’t, it is not too 

late.  There is no deadline after which we will not accept a pledge.  These pledges helped us significantly in con-

structing a fiduciarily responsible budget for 2019. 

After a weekend retreat on how we can listen to and follow God’s plan for First Christian Church, the trustees became 

more focused and dedicated to addressing our financial status.  Our focus this month was the budget.  We made diffi-

cult decisions, based on how we can continue to make disciples as we “Gather, Grow, Go.” The budget will continue 

to be monitored regularly and adjusted so please hang with us as we try to get our financial house in order. 

Here is a summary of the 2019 approved budget (Keep in mind that revisions might be needed throughout the year): 

 
 

This is a $210,537 (43.38%) reduction from the 2018 budget. 

At our last meeting, we also considered and approved an Eagle Scout project to remove the defunct lift by the LINK 

door. Many other permissions need to be received before it proceeds and if everything lines up, it will happen some-

time this summer. 

Two other issues were briefly discussed and tabled to another time.  Designated funds - how the trustees can get a 

better understanding of each fund; how the funds can be used as the donors requested; and how the funds can be 

used to help FCC “Gather, Grow, Go.”  The other issue considered was to develop a plan for reoccurring and deferred 

maintenance. We welcome your input so feel free to talk to any of the trustees about your concerns. 

Again, thank you for your faithfulness and giving.  Please pray for us and the other church leaders as we work on our 

issues so that we can become the vibrant church God intends us to be. 

Christine Winters, Trustees Vice-Chair 

Outreach/Missions Ministries  $     8,255.00 

Worship Ministry  $     4,972.00 

Care Ministry   

Discipleship, Education & Leadership Ministry  $        300.00 

Welcoming and Connecting  $     1,100.00 

College Ministry   

Children's Ministry  $     3,500.00 

Youth Ministry (We will be using dedicated 
funds to support this ministry.)   

Christian Women's Fellowship  $        350.00 

Sr. Pastor's Office Budget  $     5,300.00 

Office Ministry  $   26,528.00 

Computers  $     5,600.00 

Facility/Maintenance Utilities  $   95,706.00 

Salaries & Fringe Benefits  $ 123,194.00 

   2019 Total  $ 274,805.00 



  

Greg Boyle, Worship Pastor, greg@fcclawrence.org  

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of 
the LORD!” Psalm 122:1 

 
Jennifer and I arrive at the church building pretty early on Sun-
day mornings. Usually about 7:35. There are many things to be 

done as we prepare for FCC’s Sunday morning services. We like 
to arrive early enough that we don’t have to rush. Being early 

also allows us the blessing of watching others arrive and faithful-
ly make preparations as well. In fact, it’s not uncommon to see 
Maxine and Judy already in the kitchen preparing communion. 

Jim and Dorothy, or Barb or Clay, or Bill and Kathleen, may al-
ready be there preparing delicious coffee and cookies and pas-

tries. Often times, while I’m booting up the computer in the 
sanctuary, Maxine will bring communion trays and place them on the altar while Judy makes 
sure the bulletins are delivered from the office to their proper place in the lobby. Before long, 

the morning’s assigned ushers will arrive. You’ll always get a warm greeting from Laverne and 
Morna, Jean, Marita, Paul, David, the other David, often even another David, Steve and Diana, 

Janice, and others. Mike and Kenneth always arrive early with a smile and a handshake, ready 
to serve by running slides and sound. Pastor Barry and Mary come in and Mike helps our pastor 
get his microphone set up. Judy will be at the piano by now arranging her musical scores and 

covering last minute details. Choir members will likely be in the choir room by this time putting 
on their robes and warming up their voices, welcoming one another anew (although they had 

just been together at rehearsal Thursday evening!). Sarah and Jennifer have likely already met 
upstairs in the children’s wing preparing to teach the kids. Steve has now arrived to get the 
video camera turned on and make sure a fresh disk is ready to record. Communion servers, 

Scripture readers, offertory presenters, etc., etc., etc., are prepared to serve. Our teachers, 
Mike and Roxanne, Vanna, Jean and Christine, and Merry come prepared to lead their classes. 

Reinforcements arrive to prepare for the 2nd service. Jim will get in about 5,000 steps in a cou-
ple of hours as Hyacinth tunes her 12-string and helps lead worship. Hugh walks on stage with 

his cup of coffee and gets microphones set up and cords plugged in. Bob, Beau, or David run 
through 2nd service slides. Bert, and often times little Bert, get their instruments tuned. Michelle 
checks in with children’s ministry where she regularly serves. Miss Christie arrives to coordinate 

servers and make sure communion is prepared. After services are over, Jennifer and I will not 
be the last to leave. While Bert is watching little Bert and Caleb run around and play hide and 

seek in the fellowship hall, Michelle and Barbara are in the kitchen cleaning up and putting 
things away so we can all come back again next Sunday and once again honor one another 
through service again. 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 

who belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 6:9-10 
I know I haven’t named everyone that serves, so please let those I have mentioned represent 
this fact: It takes nearly 40 volunteers at FCC each Sunday morning! In addition, consider the 

volunteers for L.I.N.K., Family Promise, mid-week Bible studies and D-Groups, bread ministry, 
and our office volunteers. Be sure to bless one another with a word of gratitude as you see 

each other serving.  

mailto:greg@fcclawrenc.org


 
Did you know…Brooklyn and younger sister, Rylee, dec-

orated heart cookies to celebrate how much Jesus loves the 

little children?…Alexis enjoyed a picnic where we learned 

how Jesus fed over 5000 people with only a little boy’s 

lunch?…Sydney and Remi braved a storm on the Sea of Gali-

lee but were thankful Jesus could calm the wind and waves. 

Did you know...Hendrix al-

ways enthusiastically brings his 

Bible every Sunday and has very 

creative ideas?…Bertus and little 

brother, Caleb, got all wrapped 

up in the story of Jesus bringing 

Lazarus back from the dead?…or 

that Eleanor and Naomi enjoy 

showing off their new little baby 

brother, Simeon?  

Did you know ...there’s room for you to volunteer with 

us in children’s ministry? Contact Jennifer Boyle 

(thegboyles@sbcglobal.net or text to 713-628-5681) or Sa-

rah Johnson (sjjohnsaon925@gmail.com or 785-229-5657) 



February brought an abundance of love to The Giving Tree.  

Throughout the month, we enjoyed the Valentine’s Day theme.  In 

centers, our dramatic play area transformed into a flower shop.  

This area brought forth many opportunities for imagination as 

the children made flower arrangements for friends and family.  

We also learned the Greek word, Agape, and learned about the 

love God has for us.  We end each day with a Bible story, which 

allows us the opportunity to share God’s love with our preschool 

children. 

We are hoping March will bring 

warmer weather!  We sure have had true Kansas winter 

weather.  The children miss playing out on our wonderful 

playground.  Throughout the month, we will explore pets, 

zoo, and community helpers.  Along with these fun themes, 

we will be learning a new Bible verse.  Each semester we 

memorize a verse and connect it with our daily learning.  Our 

verse for the spring semester is “This is the day the Lord 

had made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). 

Our enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year is underway!  

If you have family or friends with children age 3 to kinder-

garten who are interested in attending preschool, please 

have them contact The Giving Tree for more information.   



“...for “Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved”. How then, can they call 

upon the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they 

have not heard?”  Romans 10:13-14a  Let’s bring the Good News to Lawrence!  

What does outreach look like for disciples of Jesus in our community? How can we share the 

bread of life and living water to those around us? Opportunities are everywhere. From some-

thing as simple as opening a door to handing out coffee or water at a local event, there are a 

myriad of ways of letting people know who we are and welcoming them to our family.  

If you have an idea, know of an opportunity, or want to participate in some way, please 

(when school is in session) 

   Youth room opens at 5:00 pm for hangout time. Snacks and drinks provided. 

Ask Janice 
about her trip 
to China! 



Dr. Barry M. Foster, Interim Pastor  barry@fcclawrence.org 

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry  jennifer@fcclawrence.org 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader greg@fcclawrence.org 

Julie Hafenstine, Director of Giving Tree julie@fcclawrence.org 

Marita Elliott, Business Administrator      marita@fcclawrence.org  

Office Coordinator office@fcclawrence.org 

Janice Wagner, Youth Ministry                 janice@fcclawrence.org 

Elders                                                   elders@fcclawrence.org  

Trustees                                            trustees@fcclawrence.org 


