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“But from the beginning oa a’tl n he
made them male and female. For this rea:d?
a man will leave his father and mother, %
the two will become one flesh. So they are’
no longe two, but one flesh. Therefore
has joined together let no one

. vpb 16- ?'.{NET)




PLANNING YOUR Wedding

Believing that marriage is a gift of God, and that He promises
to bless those who seek Him, our primary goal is to help you
build a faith-centered relationship that will last a lifetime. We
also want to help make your ceremony a worshipful experience,
and your planning for that ceremony to be as stress-free as
possible.

Your wedding is very special to you and to us. We are here to
work with you in every way possible. Should you have any
questions regarding these materials or any other area of
concern, please call. May God bless you as you plan for your
wedding.

Wedding Policies

We are pleased you have chosen First Christian Church for
your wedding ceremony. To make your special day as smooth
as possible, we ask that you become familiar with the policies in
this booklet. If at anytime you have questions, please contact
the  First  Christian  Church  Wedding  Coordinator
(weddings@fcclawrence.org).

FEES

Wedding request forms and deposit must be submitted to
the church office to secure your wedding date on the church
calendar. It is preferred that all fees be paid in full at this time.
There is a monthly payment option available upon request.
Requests must be made prior to submission of paperwork and
deposit. Inquiries should be directed to the First Christian
Church Wedding Coordinator. All checks are to be made
payable to First Christian Church.

Membership qualification: A member or active attender is
defined as a person who has participated in the life of our
community through attending worship for the past year and
contributing to the community of faith through using their gifts
and supporting the mission of the congregation.

*For each additional hour over 4 hours, including wedding,
there will be a charge of $100 an hour.

MARRIAGE LICENSES

The marriage license must be brought to the Wedding
Coordinator at the wedding rehearsal.

Either person may apply for the marriage license. After the
application is made, there is a three-day waiting period be-
fore you may pick up the license. If application is made on
Monday, you may pick up your license on Thursday; if made
on Tuesday, you may pick up your license on Friday. If appli-
cation is made Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, you may pick
up your license on the following Monday.

The bride or groom must pick up the license. Please pick up
the license before 4:30 p.m. in the Clerk of the District Court
Office. You will need to bring the worksheet filled out
completely and signed by the bride and the groom or your
license will not be issued. A clerk will type the license while
you wait. Your license is only valid in the state of Kansas. You
must have the ceremony performed within the state of Kan-
sas. You do not have to be married in the county where your
marriage license was purchased. A copy will be kept on file in
the county where your license was issued.

The license will expire six months from the date of issuance.
Failure to be married before expiration date will cause you to
apply for your license again and pay for another license. The
fee must be paid in cash.

After the marriage ceremony, the ORIGINAL LICENSE is re-
turned to the court for recording. It is then forwarded to the
Department of Vital statistics in Topeka where it is kept on
permanent file. You may request a certified copy of your
marriage license within fourteen days after the original license
is received by the court. There is a charge for every certified
copy of your license.

If you have any questions, please call the Clerk of the Dis-
trict Court Office at 785-841-7700 ext. 232. Office hours are
8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m., Monday- Friday.



MISCELLANEOUS

The sanctuary has a seating capacity of 350, including the
balcony. The Fellowship Hall has a seating capacity of 250.

The bride’s room is located in the library immediately be-
hind the sanctuary. The groom’s room is Room 112.

The wedding party and guests shall conduct themselves as
at any other worship service. There is no alcohol or smoking
permitted on the church premises. This includes the parking
lot. It is understood that any member of the wedding party
who comes to the rehearsal or wedding under the influence of
alcohol or drugs (other than those prescribed by a physician)
will not be allowed to participate.

MAKING THE RESERVATION

Available wedding dates may be checked by phone with the
office manager. A wedding date is only considered reserved
on the calendar after Security Deposit and the Wedding Pack-
age Form have been received at the office. Dates should not
be announced publicly until the Office Manager has reserved
your wedding date on the FCC Master Calendar and you have
been notified. Weddings may not be scheduled later than 6
pm on Saturdays and all wedding activities must conclude by
8 pm.

RECEPTIONS AND REHEARSAL DINNERS

The Fellowship Hall is available for receptions and rehearsal
dinners at an additional fee. Please see the Wedding Fees.

The couple must provide the cake, flowers, punch, nuts, and
napkins. It is the responsibility of the wedding party to clean
the kitchen if it is used for either the rehearsal or reception.
The Wedding Coordinator will instruct you on what needs to
be done.

Couples are encouraged not to open gifts at the church dur-
ing or after the reception because of time constraints. All
evening activities must be concluded by 9 p.m. Further
information is available from the First Christian Church
Wedding Coordinator.

The Pastor

The Pastor of First Christian Church will officiate at all wed-
dings, unless other arrangements are made. Premarital counsel-
ing sessions led by the Pastor are mandatory. We want your
marriage to be healthy and last a life-time! These sessions will
cover various issues involving expectations in marriage, commu-
nication, maintaining trust, sex, faith, children, and other topics.
You will also discuss what will take place at the wedding re-
hearsal and wedding. The average session last from 60-90 mins.
The average couple does around six sessions (though this varies
depending on the need). We recommend that you carefully
read two books by Henry Cloud and John Townsend: Bounda-
ries in Marriage and Rescue Your Love Life. Email the church
office to begin scheduling your sessions
(office@fcclawrence.org).

The Wedding Coordinator

The First Christian Church Wedding Coordinator will be in
charge of all weddings and rehearsals. She will answer all
questions concerning the wedding, conduct the rehearsal, and
be present to help the wedding proceed as planned. She will
also coordinate the responsibilities of the minister, organist, flo-
rist, photographer, custodian, and wedding party.

The Wedding Coordinator will arrive at the church prior to the
scheduled wedding time to check floral decorations, consult
with the organist, set up the guest book and gift table, distrib-
ute individual flowers, instruct photographers, light candles
when requested, direct ushers in seating guests, assemble fam-
ily and wedding party, direct seating of the family and proces-
sional, seat late arriving guests, and facilitate the exit of the
wedding party.

If you have selected an independent wedding coordinator,
please make them aware of this policy. We would be happy to
consult with them, but the First Christian Church Wedding
Coordinator will be responsible for all activities at our facility.



THE REHEARSAL

The rehearsal is an integral part of the preparation for your
wedding ceremony. The rehearsal shall begin promptly at the
scheduled time. The rehearsal should last about one hour.

The following information will help you in preparing for the
rehearsal:

* The Wedding Coordinator will direct the rehearsal.

+ All members of the wedding party, including ushers,
should be present.

* Parents, grandparents, or other family members being
seated during the wedding should be present.

* The marriage license must be given to the Wedding
Coordinator at the rehearsal.

MusIC

It is First Christian’s desire to work with you to enhance your
wedding service with beautiful, yet appropriate, music. A list
of suggested music is available upon request.

If you choose to utilize First Christian’s organist, all requests
concerning the music at the ceremony are to be cleared
through the organist. It is preferable to leave the choice of
prelude music up to the organist. The prelude will begin 15
minutes before the appointed time of the wedding. The cou-
ple should contact the organist regarding the choice of music
for the wedding, including any solos to be performed, the
seating of the parents, the processional, and the recessional.
If you choose to have organ music during your wedding it is
required that you use First Christian’s organist. Your FCC
Wedding Coordinator can also provide a list of pianists and
vocal soloists. If you choose to use one of First Christian’s so-
loists, there is an additional fee.

PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEOS

Please give a copy of this portion of this policy to your pho-
tographer. The wedding is a significant, worshipful event. Pho-
tographers and videographers (amateur and professional) de-
tract from the reverence and meaning of the service. The pho-
tographs taken in the sanctuary must be concluded 30 minutes
prior to the start of the wedding. Pictures may be taken during
the processional and recessional if the photographer is stand-
ing no further than half way down the aisle. The professional
photographer may take pictures during the service from a
stationary position and if no flash is used. The photographer is
not to move around during the ceremony. Please ask your
photographer to limit pictures after the wedding so guests are
not kept waiting.

FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS

Please give a copy of this policy to your florist. Flowers and can-
dles should enhance the beauty of the sanctuary. Full cooperation
is expected regarding the following regulations:

e The symbols of Christian faith are not to be moved or hidden
by any decoration.

e All furniture in the sanctuary is to remain as placed by the cus-
todian.

e Two angled candelabra (seven candles in each) are available.

e Unity candles may be used during the ceremony. The bridal
couple must provide the unity candle, stand, and tapers.

o Tacks, pins, nails, glue, or tape may not be used to fasten any
decorations to the furniture or building.

e Small pedestals are available to place floral arrangements.

e The building will be available for decoration before the
wedding by appointment.

e All decorations and equipment must be removed immediately
following the wedding.

e Due to safety and environmental concerns, the throwing of rice
and confetti is prohibited both inside and outside of the church
building. Bubbles, wheat, or birdseed may be used outside the
building.



