
First Christian Church
Pastor’s Class: Foundations of Our Faith
Lesson #1: Salvation

SALVATION:  WHAT DO YOU MEAN, “SAVED”?

I. Salvation

A. What do you mean, “saved”?  What is it?
1. Different terminology is used by different people/churches: all refer to the same

experience of coming to know God through Christ; each emphasizes a different
aspect.
a. Saved
b. Born again
c. Converted
d. Gave heart/life to Christ
e. Committed life to Christ
f. Asked Jesus in your heart

2. A definite experience with God (vs. “I always knew God”)
a. Even if you grew up in church–at some point you crossed over to faith
b. Even if you can’t mark the spot

3. The personal experience of coming to know God through Jesus
a. Know God as Savior
b. Deliverance, freedom, healing–related words to describe the experience and

consequences of salvation

B. How does it happen?
1. Not by works, but by grace     

a. Grace is God’s unmerited favor (Ephesians 2:8)
b. Nothing I can do to earn it, or deserve it (Titus 3:4-7)
c. God’s initiative (Titus 3:4-7)

2. Repentance means (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38)
a. Turning away from former life of sin
b. Turning to God
c. Change my mind

3. Faith–the decision to believe the good news that Christ died for me; that his sacrificial
death was sufficient to atone for my sins and to restore me to God
a. Personal, not second-hand
b. Cognitive aspect means–believe “that” (certain things are true)
c. Trust life to him means–believe “whom”
d. Obedience
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C. What exactly happens?
1. God literally comes to dwell inside of us (John 14:16-23)
2. Holy Spirit unites with our spirit; makes me new in spirit (2 Corinthians 5:17; Titus

3:5) 
3. Jesus living in me, living his life out through me

D. What all is included?
1. Redemption–full forgiveness of our sins (Ephesians 1:7)
2. Cleansing from sin–the beginning of sanctification (Titus 3:5; 1 John 1:9)
3. Regeneration–born again, a new creature (John 3:5)
4. Justification–declared righteous, brought into right relationship with God (Romans

5:1)
a. Reconciliation–no longer enemies of God (Romans 5:8-10)
b. Peace–free from guilt (Romans 8:1)

5. Adoption–become one of God’s children, part of his family (Romans 8:15-16; John
1:12; Ephesians 2:19)

6. Acceptance–received by the Father (John 6:37; Ephesians 1:5-6)
7. Eternal Life–life with God now and living in heaven forever (John 5:24; 3:16)
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