
First Christian Church
Pastor’s Class: Foundations of Our Faith
Lesson #2: Assurance

ASSURANCE: HOW DO I KNOW I'M REALLY SAVED?

I. Dealing with the Devil’s Attacks

A. Doubt
1. The devil will always attack you and try to cause you to doubt whether or not you  are

really saved. He will suggest things to you which will come in the form of thoughts:
a. “What happened was just your emotions getting stirred up.”
b. “Your faith isn’t enough (or isn’t strong enough); you have to do more than

simply believe in Christ.”
c. “You’re a hypocrite and a phony.”
d. “What they said to you isn’t true.” (and so on)

2. His purpose is to try to defeat you and cause you to abandon your faith--the only way
he can win (1 Peter 5:8).

3. We must resist the devil and he will flee from us: taking an active stance of
opposition to the attacks of the devil (James 4:7).

B. Accusation
1. Satan is known as the accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:9-10). He constantly

accuses us before God and to ourselves.
2. The accusations which he brings may be for real sins which we have committed.
3. But he may also accuse us of things which we have not really done, or which are not

really sinful.
4. His purpose is to have us focus on our guilt (real or imagined), so that we will believe

that we are no longer saved or that God has abandoned us, or that we must work
harder, or some such thing.

C. Condemnation
1. Having accused us, Satan brings against us a feeling of condemnation–feeling like I

am not only guilty, but being punished by God (or destined to be punished by God).
2. Again, his purpose is to discourage us from believing in the promise of God, and to

abandon our faith, which is the very thing which will bring us salvation.

II. The Basis for My Assurance

A. God’s Character
1. God is absolutely truthful and cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18).
2. Jesus’ promise is absolutely trustworthy, since he is himself God and reveals God to

us (John 1:17-18).
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3. Faith is nothing less than taking God at his word and trusting that what he says is not
only true, but true for me: it applies in my case.

4. The gospel is a promise that I can know, not simply hope, that I have eternal life, that I
am saved, so long as I believe the gospel and trust Christ.
a. 1 John 5:13–John to his readers
b. Note also John 20:30-31 which tells us why John wrote his gospel, so that his

readers could be certain not only of the truth of what he wrote, but of the certainty
of their salvation.

B. Grace
1. The gospel is all based on that fact that I was incapable of saving myself:

a. I was “dead” because of my sin–that is, I was cut off from God and unable to
reach him, like a person on one side of a chasm who is separated from the ground
on the other side of the chasm (Isaiah 59:2; Ephesians 2:1).

b. My “works” (religious efforts, attempts to be good, etc.) are inadequate to bridge
the gap between me and God (Ephesians 2:8-9).

c. The only way that I can be saved is through faith in Christ (1 Peter 3:18).
2. So if I was unable to save myself by my works before I came to Christ, there is no

reason to think that I can save myself, or improve my position before God by my
works now that I have come to Christ.

3. My relationship with God will always be based on grace; I will never reach a point
where I will have no need of grace, or where I can say that I am now good enough to
be assured of my salvation because I’ve been “pretty good”.

4. Grace does not excuse me from my responsibility, it empowers me in my inability.

C. 1 John 5:11-12
1. It is God who gives eternal life (we do not achieve it).
2. Eternal life is found in Jesus Christ (nowhere else).
3. Those who have Jesus have eternal life: that is, a personal relationship with Christ is

the only way to know God and thereby to have eternal life (see also John 5:23-24).
4. Those who do not have Jesus do not have eternal life.

III. Common Questions/Fears

A. “If I’m saved, why am I still tempted?”
1. I am not yet perfected; I still must deal with my own sinful desires (James 1:14).
2. Jesus was tempted; we will be too (Matthew 4:1-11, Hebrews 4:15).
3. God promises that we will not be tempted beyond our ability to withstand the test, and

he will provide a way out (1 Corinthians 10:13).

B. “But what if I sin?”
1. Everyone sins, even after you’re saved (I John 1:8-10).

a. This isn’t an excuse to sin, just a fact.
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b. Nor does it mean we can never be free from sin. You do not have to sin, and God
has given us his Spirit to help us overcome sin (Romans 6:6-7; 8:2).

2. The solution is confession and forgiveness: confess your sins, forsake your sins
(decide to leave them [= repentance]), receive forgiveness, and go on (Proverbs
24:16a; 28:13; 1 John 1:9).

C. “What if I don’t feel saved?”
1. My assurance is not based on my feelings any more than it is based on my works. It is

based on the promise of God who cannot lie, and who has recorded that promise in
the Bible.

2. Deeper than our emotions is our spirit, and the Holy Spirit is joined to our spirit and
gives us the assurance that we are born again (Romans 8:16; 1 John 4:13-15).

D. “But other people seem to be so much more spiritual than I am.”
1. Appearances are deceiving. Most people have (or have had) the same fears, concerns,

doubts, problems, etc. that you have.
2. We are not to compare ourselves with one another, but with Christ. 

a. The question is not, where am I in relation to others? but, where am I in relation to
him? 

b. Am I growing to be more like him?
3. Maybe they are more spiritual than you! Let that motivate you to be more like Jesus.
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