
First Christian Church
Pastor’s Class: Foundations of Our Faith
Lesson #4: Bible

The Bible: What’s the Big Deal about the Bible?

I. Uniqueness of the Bible

A. God’s Self-Revelation
1. God speaks to us through the Scriptures and reveals himself to us.
2. Bible/Word of God: described as “living”(Hebrews 4:12)

a. That is, it is an instrument of the Holy Spirit's activity to speak to us.
b. It can reveal our motives.

3. God-breathed–the expression of the very thoughts of God.  (2 Timothy 3:13-17)

B. Inspired
1. God’s word in the words of men  (2 Peter1:20-21)

a. Inspired men–Holy Spirit filling the thoughts of authors.
b. Inspired text–the resulting text perfectly reflects and reveals God to us.

2. Note the emphasis on truth–in contrast with deception.  (2 Timothy 3:13)
a. “Inerrancy”–without errors of fact.
b. Absolutely truthful in what it teaches about anything.

3. “Inspiration”–not referring to exalted emotions, nor to its literary quality.
a. But–“God breathed”: “By inspiration of the Scripture we mean that supernatural

influence of the Holy Spirit upon the Scripture writers which rendered their
writings an accurate record of the revelation or which resulted in what they wrote
actually being the Word of God.” (M.J. Erickson, Christian Theology, pg. 199)

b. Applies to the original text (as written by the original authors).
c. “Plenary”–the entire Bible is inspired, including those portions which are not

immediately relevant to my life.
d. “Verbal”–inspiration extends to the words chosen: the Holy Spirit guided the

authors to choose the precise words so that they perfectly express God's thoughts
and intentions which he wanted to communicate.

4. The fact of inspiration does not remove all difficulties in understanding. It is still
necessary to study in order to correctly interpret the Bible, so that I can discern God's
message.

C. A Medium of Revelation
1. The New Testament records several instances where the Holy Spirit or God is said to

have spoken and/or still be speaking through a quotation from the Old Testament
(Acts 28:25; Hebrews 3:7; cf. also Acts 1:16; 4:25-26).

2. The Bible is not simply a record of people's thoughts about God, or good ideas, or
religious history, but the vehicle through which God uniquely speaks.
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D. A Measuring Rod
1. It is the standard of truth the bench mark against which every idea/opinion/doctrine

must be measured (2 Timothy 3).

II. Why We Read the Bible

A. Source of Spiritual Nourishment
1. Life is to be lived according to God's word.

a. In the temptation in the wilderness, Jesus responded to the devil’s temptation by
quoting from Deuteronomy 8:3 that God’s word was to be our source of life
(Matthew 4:4).

b. The word of God sustained Jesus during his time of testing because he was
committed to living according to what God said rather than according to what his
appetites dictated.

2. Don’t just read the Bible; take the word of God into your life (Jeremiah 15:16).
3. Jesus said “My words are Spirit and life”–they come from and are empowered by the

Spirit of God and give us spiritual life (John 6:63).

B. Source of Guidance, Instruction for Life
1. Instruction, correction  (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
2. Divine guidance for how to live  (Psalm 119:9, 11, 105)
3. Capability of the Word to change people  (Psalm 19:7-11)
4. Promise of fruitfulness if we live according to the Word  (Psalm 1)
5. Let it fill your heart  (Colossians 3:16)

III. How We Got the Bible

A. Basic Information
1. Divided into two parts: Old Testament/New Testament (Old Covenant/New

Covenant)
a. Old Testament = History of Israel, Law, Prophets, Poetic/Wisdom literature
b. New Testament = Story of Jesus, Church, Letters, Revelation

2. Original languages = Hebrew/Aramaic/Greek (thus the need for translation)
3. 66 books–written by more than 40 authors, over approximately 1800 years

B. Textual Process: Translations and Various Versions
1. KJV is neither the only “authorized” Bible nor the only inspired English translation.
2. Many good translations exist in English today.

a. Among the best for accuracy and readability: NIV, ESV 
b. Other recommended translations: NASB, NLT, CSV, EHV. 
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IV. How to Read/Study the Bible

1. Pray–ask God to speak to you.
2. Read slowly and carefully.
3. Read whole books (vs. skipping here and there).
4. Start with the New Testament.

a. Gospels, Acts, Letters; save Revelation for last.
b. Then in Old Testament: Psalms/Proverbs, Historical books (including Genesis-

Deuteronomy), then the rest.
5. Ask: What was the author trying to say? What is God saying to me?
6. Make notes, underline, highlight.
7. Don't give up if you don't understand! Ask for help, or go on . . . and come back later.
8. Use a good study Bible, and/or reference helps. Good options are the NIV Study

Bible, the ESV Study Bible, Holman’s Master Study Bible
9. Something to ask as you read–In this passage/verse, is there a:

a. Promise to claim?
b. Comand to obey?
c. Warning to heed?
d. Counsel to follow?
e. Fact to know?
f. Danger to shun?
g. Model to imitate or to avoid?
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