
First Christian Church
Pastor’s Class: Foundations of Our Faith
Lesson #10: Evangelism 

“You’re the Pastor, You Tell Them!”

In this class, we’re looking at the foundations of our faith–basic principles of our beliefs
as Christians and essential aspects of our lives as followers of Jesus Christ. One of the common
misunderstandings in the church is that it is the pastor’s job to evangelize those outside the
church and convert them to the faith. The members of the church, on the other hand, support this
effort by giving to the church so that the pastor has a salary to do the job of evangelism. (They
might even appeal to last session’s material about supporting the work of the pastor through
tithes and offerings!) But evangelism is the mission of the church, not just the pastor.

I. What Is Evangelism?

A. Definitions
1. The word “evangelism” comes from “evangel,” which is a transliteration of the Greek

word for “gospel” or “good news.” 
2. “To preach the gospel” is to proclaim the good news.
3. “Witnessing” is sometime used as another term for evangelism. A witness is one who

tells what he knows to be true or has observed. (Luke 24:46-49)

B. Biblical Examples
1. The command to evangelize the world was given not only to the Apostles, but to the

church. Therefore all are commissioned to evangelize. (Matthew 28:18-20)
2. The promise of the power of the Holy Spirit is likewise given to enable all disciples to

be witnesses. (Acts 1:8; 2:38-39)
3. Some in the church are gifted with a special ministry of evangelism and are known as

evangelists. (Ephesians 4:11)
4. In the early church we see examples of evangelism by evangelists and by ordinary

believers.
a. The Apostles gave themselves to the ministry of evangelism. (Acts 4:33; 5:42;

6:4; 8:25)
b. Philip is called an evangelist. (Acts 8:5-12; 21:8)
c. Unnamed believers proclaim the gospel after being scattered because of

persecution. (Acts 8:4; 11:19-20; cf. 1 Thessalonians 1:6-8)
d. One historian describes the early church’s activity of evangelism like this:  “they

chattered.” Everywhere they went, they talked about Jesus.1

e. Andrew’s example is instructive: he introduced his brother to Jesus, not to a
cause, a group, or a religious structure. (John 1:40-42, 46)

C. The Gospel in a Nutshell (Essential Elements)
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1. The gospel represents the essential message of the church, the proclamation that we
have to share with the world about what God has done.

2. We can determine the content of the gospel, the essential elements that this message
contains, by comparing several key sources in the New Testament.
a. The four gospels represent the early church’s determination of the essential basis

and foundation for their message: Who is Jesus and what did he do?
b. The book of Acts describes the activity of some of the key leaders in the early

church that resulted in the spread of the message and the establishment of new
churches, and includes speeches in which the gospel is proclaimed.

c. The letters written to the churches contain portions that either reiterate the
contents of the gospel that was proclaimed or refer (directly or indirectly) to that
content when explaining how the churches are to live as a consequence of
believing the gospel. 

3. The following statements constitute the essential elements of the gospel message as
presented in the New Testament.2

a. Jesus, the promised Messiah of Israel, and the unique Son of God, has come in
fulfillment of God’s promises which were spoken through the Old Testament
prophets.

b. He died on a cross for the sins of all people, and through his death conquered sin,
sickness, death, and the devil.

c. He rose again from the dead and is now alive forever.
d. He is the Lord of all, the king of God’s kingdom and the judge to whom everyone

must give an account.
e. The necessary and proper response to the gospel is to confess your sins, repent,

acknowledge his sacrificial death as the payment for your sins, and entrust
yourself fully to him, by professing your allegiance to him as your new Lord.

f. The result is salvation: full forgiveness, eternal life, and the present indwelling of
the Holy Spirit.

II. How To Evangelize?

A. Personal Testimony
1. One of the most effective means of evangelism is through telling your personal

testimony. (1 Peter 3:15)
2. Tell what a difference Jesus has made in your life since coming to know him.
3. Use simple language. Be straightforward and honest without attempting to glamorize

your sin or over-dramatize your conversion.
4. Your goal is to explain how it was you met Jesus, not to be able to answer every

conceivable question or objection. (John 1:40-42, 46)
a. Bring them to Jesus, not to yourself.
b. Bring them to Jesus, not to the denomination or the church.

B. Helps and Tools
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1. The “Romans Road” (Romans 3:23; 6:23; 5:8; 10:9-10; 5:1)
2. John 3 (John 3:3, 16-17, 36; [1:12])
3. The “bridge” illustration

a. God created you for fellowship/relationship with Him. (John 3:16; 17:3)
b. Sin separated you from God. (Isaiah 59:1-2; 64:6)
c. Jesus made it possible for you to be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:18-21)
d. In order to have a relationship with God you must personally respond with an act

of faith and allegiance to Christ. (Acts 2:38)
e. God himself will live within you by his Holy Spirit. (Revelation 3:20; John 14:16-

17)
4. Gospel tracts can be useful, if they are clear and well-written.

a. The value and efficacy of tracts is greatly increased if they are paired with a
conversation in the context of a relationship.

b. There is a risk when using tracts of sliding into a presentation of the gospel that is
transactional (“do this to get your ticket to heaven”) rather than actually
connecting the person to Jesus and to the church.

C. Friendship Evangelism
1. Befriending a person often earns you the right to be heard.
2. Genuine love for people will often win their trust and open a door for you to share the

gospel.
3. Acts of kindness and a caring relationship are not sufficient on their own to lead

someone to Christ. But when combined with a truthful presentation of the gospel, they
are powerful means of preparing a way for someone to come to faith.

D. Church
1. Don’t overlook the option of inviting someone to church or a church function.
2. Recognize that many people are embittered toward, afraid of, or otherwise

uncomfortable with church, especially if they are unfamiliar with it or have been
turned off to church because of earlier experiences.

3. We are now at least two or three generations away from the time when most American
families were generally familiar with church or the Bible and had a basic
understanding of what was meant by the word, “God,” when used within Christian
contexts.
a. That commonly shared understanding no longer exists. We cannot assume that

those outside the church have any accurate knowledge about the Bible, Jesus,
God, or church, or are familiar with what Christians believe.

b. In addition to the absence from church, those generations have grown up in a time
when false narratives and misleading caricatures about Christian faith have
dominated media presentations of the church. 

c. Consequently, many people whom you might invite to church will need
explanations about what is happening in a service, what to expect, and how to
process their experience of being in church.
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Endnotes
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