
First Christian Church
Pastor’s Class: Foundations of Our Faith
Lesson #9: Giving 

But It’s My Money!

Giving is to be a normal and regular part of a Christian’s life. We do not give in order to get
more nor in order to manipulate God to achieve our ends, but we give in order to become more
like God, who is a giver (Acts 20:35). Giving is an act of stewardship and an act of worship, a
way of giving thanks for God’s salvation.

I. Types of giving in the Bible

A. Tithing
1. The word “tithe” means “a tenth;” to tithe is to give 10% of one’s earned income.
2. Tithing was practiced by the Patriarchs and assumed to be the normal pattern for

giving offerings to God.
a. Abraham (Genesis 14:17-20; cf. Hebrews 7:1, 2, 6)
b. Jacob (Genesis 28:20-22)

3. Tithing was commanded in the Law: the tithe was holy to the Lord. (Leviticus 27:30)
4. Tithing was to be done from the “firstfruits,” not from the leftovers. (Proverbs 3:9-10)
5. God promises a blessing for those who tithe. (Malachi 3:8-10)
6. Jesus commended tithing and assumed it to be something which ought to be done.

(Matthew 23:23)
7. Paul directed the Corinthian church to practice regular systematic giving, which

presumably was his normal instruction for all the churches. (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)
a. They were to make their offering to the Lord by giving to the church.
b. See Malachi 3:8-10, where the Israelites are commanded to bring their tithe to the

storehouse (i.e., the place where one is spiritually fed). 
8. Ministers are to be supported through the church’s giving. (1 Corinthians 9:14; 1

Timothy 5:17-18)
a. The church apparently adopted the method of supporting the Levites, as directed

by the Law and practiced in first-century Judaism, as the model for supporting
those who ministered in the church. (Numbers 18:8-10, 24; Nehemiah 10:34-39;
12:44-47)

b. That they did so strongly suggests that they also practiced tithing, following the
same pattern as taught in the Old Testament and practiced in Judaism.

9. Tithing is a way of affirming that God owns everything and that I am merely a
steward of the possessions which he has entrusted to me. 
a. Therefore I offer a tenth in return to God as a token of my stewardship and

reminder that he is my Lord.
b. Tithing represents my recognition that the kingdom of God has priority above my

needs and desires.
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c. Tithing should be the beginning of my giving, not the upper limit for my giving.

B. Offerings
1. Offerings represent giving which is above and beyond the tithe.

a. Note that Malachi 3:8-10 distinguishes between offerings and tithes.
b. Note the various offerings in the law, especially free will offerings. (Exodus 35:4-

9, 20-29; Leviticus 7:11-18; examples seen in 2 Chronicles 33:16; Jeremiah
33:11)

2. Offerings represent giving which is done in support of Christian ministries.
3. Examples include: support for missions, Christian ministries, special needs (relief

offerings, visiting speakers, building projects).

C. Alms
1. Alms refers to giving which is directed for the relief of the poor and needy.
2. Jesus assumes that this will be a regular part of the life of his disciples. (Matthew 6:2-

4)
3. The early church practiced this in obedience to his command. (Acts 11:27-30)
4. God’s concern for the poor is reflected throughout scripture; there is a responsibility

laid on God’s people to care for the poor. (Deuteronomy 15:7-8; Ezekiel 16:49;
Galatians 2:10)

5. Examples of giving alms include: giving to disaster relief offerings, giving to the
Salvation Army, helping the poor directly, giving to the benevolence fund. 

II. Keys for Giving as a Christian

1. Giving should be regular and systematic rather than haphazard. (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)
a. Those who give “when the Spirit leads” seem to give quite rarely!
b. Those who are faithful, habitual givers seem to hear the Holy Spirit lead them to

give more frequently.
2. Giving should be based upon what you have purposed in your heart to do rather than

because you have been emotionally manipulated or badgered into giving.  (2
Corinthians 9:6-7)
a. We want to respect the right of every person to hear from God as to how much

they give, how often they give, and how they give.
b. The offerings with the highest value are those which are freely given from a heart

of love.
3. Faithfulness in giving is a mark of discipleship. However, whether someone gives a

lot or a little is not the measure of their faithfulness.
4. Giving should be a matter of joy; God loves a cheerful giver.  (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)

a. If I can’t give joyfully it indicates that I do not understand what I am doing or why
I am doing it.

b. Giving freely and joyfully frees me from the clutches of selfishness and greed that
threaten to capture my heart. (Matthew 6:19-21)

2



5. Giving by itself without the love of God has no eternal value. (1 Corinthians 13:3)
6. Generosity is a character trait that God wants to develop in his people. (Luke 6:27-38)

a. Because God is generous, we want to be like him. 
b. Giving regularly, habitually, and generously as God prompts us is a key that helps

to grow in this character trait. 
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