
Hello church family.  

Now that Governor Kelly is allowing her executive stay-at-home order to ex-

pire as of May 4, many of us are wondering when our worship services will get 

back to “normal” again. Some may be anxiously awaiting the time to gather in 

the sanctuary. Others may have genuine reservations about being enclosed in 

a room with large numbers of people. We get it—there are lots of questions. 

Like you, we are eager to re-start our Sunday gatherings, but what is most im-

portant to us right now is that we are faithful to Jesus Christ, and faithful to 

demonstrate our love for you by not putting your health at risk needlessly. 

Consequently, Pastor Barry, the Elders, the Trustees, and the church staff are 

taking these questions very seriously.  

We are grateful to God that Douglas County has fared well during the pan-

demic. But though the risk of infection is lower here than in densely populat-

ed cities, it is still real. And since many in our congregation are in the age 

groups that are most vulnerable, that risk is magnified. While we would love 

to be able to say that we have mitigated all the risk of virus exposure for any-

one who attends worship at our facility, that is an unrealistic expectation. 

What is realistic is this—we will make every effort when we do re-start to maintain the best practices for pro-

tecting everyone’s health, such as personal distancing and thorough facility cleaning. 

There are many difficult issues we need to consider before we can re-open. For instance, we may all have to 

adhere to certain rules while in the sanctuary in order to minimize our exposure, such as sitting in certain 

designated areas, maintaining a distance perimeter from each other, or entering and exiting through certain 

doors. It may be recommended or even necessary to wear masks or gloves. We might have to limit how 

many can be in the sanctuary. Your favorite place to sit may not be available. We trust that you understand 

this, and we are counting on your willingness to love one another more than your preferences, to choose to 

be flexible and compliant with some necessary steps that none of us wants to have to take. 

When will all this take place? The Elders will be meeting by Zoom next Tuesday evening to address these is-

sues and to begin to organize some plans of action and protocols for re-starting in-person community wor-

ship. We trust that the Lord will direct us as we seek his answers for our need. While we work on developing 

a clear plan, process, and schedule for re-starting, we will do our best to keep everyone informed of what “re

-opening” looks like in a timely manner. We will not be holding in-person Sunday service until that plan is 

complete and we are confident that we are prepared to implement it safely. Meanwhile, we will continue to 

broadcast the service in the format we have been using.  
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 We understand that this is frustrating for you—it is frustrating for us 

as well. But we urge you to remain patient and to choose wisdom over con-

venience and prudence over speed. We would rather take longer to prepare 

for our re-opening, if that means that we can do it right and avoid exposing 

our congregation to a higher risk of infection. So, for instance, even when we 

re-open, it may not be good for some in our congregation to attempt to 

attend. If you do not feel safe coming, or do not feel confident that you can 

do so without putting yourself at risk, then please feel free to remain home. 

Also, even though we want to see you and be together, we want to say clearly 

that if you are not feeling well or have any flu-like symptoms, especially fever, 

shortness of breath, or a dry cough, or if you have been exposed to someone 

with the Coronavirus, please stay home and join us instead by viewing the live 

streamed service (if you can).  

While we wait for the wonderful day when we can all be back together, let’s 

keep up the good work of reaching out to each other. And someday, this will 

all be over; we’ll be around the throne, worshiping Jesus without fear of any-

thing, including pandemics. 

Looking forward to seeing you all and giving lots of hugs—as soon as that’s safe, 

Pastor Barry, and Hyacinth Self, Elder Chair 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
The trustees met April 28 to review financial reports and address other issues. 

 As of March 31,2020 our year to date revenues were $95,984.52 and total expenditures were 

$90,993.21, or net revenue of $4,991.31. Because of the severe decline in the stock market during the first 

quarter, our investments at Christian Church Foundation suffered accordingly. 

 We are pleased to report that the roof repair project is nearing completion. Also, much needed mor-

tar repairs on the upper parts of the building were completed. 

 We were notified that the Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan application that we submitted re-

cently was approved. We plan to use proceeds from the loan to pay salaries and utilities, which is required 

to have the loan forgiven. 

 Please contact a trustee if you have questions or suggestions regarding finances or facilities. The 

trustees are: Jim Congrove (785-393-3106), Mike Bowman (785-691-7274), Tom Puckett (785-550-7809), 

Paul Studebaker (785-842-1890), Christine Winters (785-979-7092), Dave Aikins (785-691-5902), 

Lisa Hoag (785-331-8187). 

 

 
Jim Congrove, Trustee Chair 



ELDERS UPDATE 
S.O.S.!!! 

 Hello Church Family. Your Elder board held a Zoom meeting on Tues-

day, April 7th, , and will be doing so again on Tuesday, May 5th. Our focus has 

been on determining how we can respond and carry out the mission of the 

church to our members and the community through this pandemic. If you 

know of any needs, please contact us.  

 Did you ever wonder where the distress call “Mayday” came from? 

It originated in England in 1923 for pilots and ground crew to use as a word 

that could be easily distinguished through any background noise. It is still 

used today, repeated three times, as an urgent call for emergency action. It 

is the phonetic pronunciation of the French word “m’aidez” which trans-

lates “help me.” It replaced the standard Morse code “S.O.S” or “save our 

souls.” These first days in May 2020 may find us on our knees crying out just 

those words. Haley Ryan is a young woman in our community who is work-

ing on the KU campus under the direction of Student Mobilization. She re-

cently shared with me that the historical account in 2 Chronicles 20 had 

brought her encouragement. At that time, Judah’s King, Jehoshaphat, was 

faced with the news of an invading army. The first thing he did was to declare a fast for all of Judah and to 

seek the Lord’s help (v. 3-4). His prayer concluded with the words “…we have no power to face this vast ar-

my that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you.” (v. 12b). Sound familiar? 

We may feel uncertain and powerless to fight the enemy COVID-19, but we can continue to pray and fast on 

Fridays (or whenever you are able) to send out our Mayday/S.O.S. to the One who can save. 

  



ELDERS UPDATE 
In the song “I Will Not Take These Things for Granted” by Toad the Wet 

Sprocket (oh, you know my love of music is eclectic), the singer laments his 

loneliness and thinks of the things he misses, finding solace through a 

phone call. I’ve always imagined it was a phone call (prayer?) to God. We 

are daily being reminded of the value of our teachers, healthcare workers, 

and those in food production and delivery. Being isolated from each other is 

making us appreciate the freedom of meeting together, sharing meals, and 

celebrating events. I confess there are many freedoms and conveniences 

that I have taken for granted.   

  

Enduring this crisis is new to all of us. Some will say we shouldn’t have done 

(fill in the blank) and others will argue that we should have done (fill in the 

blank). Hindsight is 20/20 and experience is always a good teacher. Perhaps 

what the Lord is looking for in us is not that we did all the right things at all 

the right times, but rather how we treated each other under stressful cir-

cumstances. In Matthew 12:1-13, when confronted about not adhering to 

expected protocols, Jesus responded “I desire mercy.” There is enough divi-

sion and strife in the world, political or otherwise. Sharing a smile or kind 

words may be hard to do behind a mask, but let’s give it our best. The world is listening and watching.   

Memory verses for May: 

Psalm 20:7 – “Some trust in chariots…” 

Psalm 34:8-9 – “Taste and see…” 

…and if you’re looking for a challenge: Psalm 103:1-22…or just verses 2-3. 

Peace,  

Hyacinth Self, Elder Chair 



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 
 The Personnel Board has just completed rewriting, reviewing, and approving the position descrip-

tions for the FCC staff.   

Our next task is the review of the By-Laws, which we will start at our May 12 meeting. If you have 

suggestions for By-Laws revisions, please send them to Personnelboard@fcclawrence.org before our next 

meeting. First Christian Church is YOUR church and WE WANT YOUR INPUT. The By-Laws and Constitution 

are both available on FCClawrence.org at the bottom of the Home page under “Main Links.”  

Earlier this month, the Trustees proposed that First Christian Church participate in the Payment 

Protection Program (PPP) from the federal government. Since this is a loan (with the promise of for-

giveness if used for salaries and utilities), FCC constitution requires the approval of the congregation. A 

regular meeting was not possible because of the state COVID-19 mandated restrictions. Therefore, we sent 

an email or a letter to the adult congregants that had signed the “recommitment form” for whom the 

church had addresses asking for a response by April 15 at 5:00 PM. The votes have been tabulated and the 

majority of the congregants responding voted “yes.”  As a result, the Trustees will proceed with the PPP 

application in the amount of $41,671. 

Christine Winters, Chair of the Personnel Board 

mailto:Personnelboard@fcc.org


WORSHIP 
 April 2020 was our first full month of being sequestered and having 

to meet virtually instead of meeting together in the First Christian sanctu-

ary. So here’s a question for you: Are we still the body of Christ when we 

are physically separated? Of course we are! These circumstances should 

be a real eye opener and reminder for the majority of us who are mobile 

and routinely able to get out of the house, drive to the church building and 

enter the sanctuary where we meet together and worship together. Not 

everyone has that option or capability. Now that we’re meeting online to 

worship, those of us who are mobile can empathize with those who can-

not meet with us routinely at the church building. First Christian has sever-

al members who have been confined to their homes for quite some time 

and unable to physically meet with us at 1000 Kentucky Street on Sunday 

mornings. Now when you are longing to regroup with the brothers and 

sisters at FCC, consider those who are homebound as they have been experiencing that same feeling of 

wanting to meet together for months, or even years. They, too, are part of the body of Christ. We are all the 

body of Christ. 

 On behalf of all of us who are privileged to lead FCC’s online worship services, we say, “thank you!” 

to those who have texted, emailed, or called with words of gratitude and encouragement. It feels odd, 

strange, and hollow at times to be on stage looking out at empty pews. I would say we all miss the energy 

and spark that accompanies our regular gatherings. But we are always in the presence of God for we have 

been given the gift of the Holy Spirit! Even if we wanted to, we cannot run away or hide from Him. So even 

as we meet virtually in cyberspace, let the Name of the Lord be praised, knowing that He is with us all the 

time, wherever we may be!  

 

Hoping and praying to see you soon, 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 There's something unifying about experiencing a traumatic event 

as a people. The families of FCC's children's ministry have been encourag-

ing each other through texts, phone calls, virtual lessons, and emails, 

which have been such a blessing! I absolutely LOVE receiving pictures 

from our families making Bible stories their very own by using craft ideas 

and experiments from lessons on the FCC website. This is such a fun way 

to stay connected to each other and reinforce our love for God who 

provides.  



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 Not even COVID-19 can keep us apart or discourage us! Jesus' love is greater, and as you can see, our 

kiddos have been sharing this good news with their families and in their neighborhoods. I love our FCC fami-

lies and their joyful dedication to the Lord! 

 

 Happy Mother's Day to all those loving moms out there who have been putting in countless hours 

with seemingly limitless energy to keep things running! You're the best!! 

 

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry 

Here’s the link to Virtual Children’s Ministry:  

https://fcclawrence.org/virtual-church/  

https://fcclawrence.org/virtual-church/


THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
 Oh how we miss seeing our Giving Tree students and families!  We are 

certainly thankful that our staff and families have been graced with good 

health throughout this time of social distancing. We continue to enjoy the op-

portunities to connect with the children on weekly Zoom class meetings along 

with the fun posts on our Giving Tree Facebook page. Prayerfully we are hop-

ing to be able to see each other again in person over the summer months. 

Can you believe that The Giving Tree Preschool has served the Lawrence com-

munity for 44 years? What an amazing blessing this ministry has been to so 

many families all of these years. My heart is truly full as I think of the number 

of children who began their early years of learning in the classrooms through-

out our building.  I thought our readers would be interested in knowing some 

history of how our preschool came to be so many years ago.       

During the summer of 1972, a group of mothers decided to begin a “Friday School” for their children. The co-

operative effort began with three teams of teachers in the basement of one participating family. Eleven chil-

dren and nine adults participated in the program which offered Bible stories, plays, arts and crafts, and vari-

ous other activities one morning a week.  



 The summer of 1973 brought interest by two mothers to expand the program and open the admis-

sions to the Lawrence community. The school was housed in the Bible Chapel at 1001 Kentucky for four 

years. The Giving Tree moved to First Christian Church for the fall session of 1976. Jan Hayes gave ownership 

of the school to the church at the end of 1987, and served as Director under the Giving Tree Board until May 

1991, at which time Kathy Martin became the Director.  

Kathy Martin remained the Director until May 2013, at which point, Jackie Hostetler, assumed the position. 

During the summer of 2015, The Giving Tree made a huge move from its third floor home of almost 40 years 

to our new updated and functional space on the lower level of the church. In June 2016, I became the Direc-

tor and continue to hold this role to date.  I am truly blessed to be part of a program that continues to thrive 

within our community. Our program not only values the importance of early childhood education, but also 

values the importance of sharing the love of Jesus to families for the past 44 years. We look forward to being 

part of the Lawrence community for many more years to come. Thank you for your continued prayers, love, 

and support of this amazing ministry of FCC. 

We are accepting enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year.  Please contact Julie for more information. 

 

Julie Hafenstine, Giving Tree Preschool Director 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 

Check out our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/TheGivingTreePreschool/  

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
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