
 It’s a beautiful morning. I know it will be hotter by the late afternoon, 
but for now, I’m enjoying the pleasant weather and the quiet of my neighbor-
hood–the calling of birds and the occasional rustle of the leaves as the breeze 
slips by. 
 But I know that the quiet calm around my house is a bit misleading. I 
know, for instance, that many of my neighbors and many others throughout 
Lawrence and the surrounding area are anxiously waiting to know–when will 
it be safe to go out? When can I go back to work? When will my customers 
come back? When can I go outside without wondering if I am putting my life–
and the lives of my family and loved ones–at risk of a deadly infection? When 
will life be normal again, free from the fear of COVID-19? 

 And for you who are a part of our FCC church family, there is the additional question: When can we 
come back to church? When can we be back together again for worship?  
 The answer is, “Soon, we hope.” The governor and various officials in our state and local government 
have issued guidelines and recommendations and edicts and so on. Business leaders and corporate spokes-
persons and ordinary working people have spoken out about the need to restart the economy. We’re not ig-
noring any of those things. But the church is not driven by market forces, nor are we captive to the changing 
whims of government officials. What we are driven by, and what we are captive to, is love for God and for 
one another and for our neighbors.  
 So we recognize that worship is central, foundational, crucial. Our corporate gatherings are essential, 
no matter what the state may say, or what market analysts think. We are eager to return to open, public, in-
person worship. We also recognize that we need to demonstrate our care for one another and for our neigh-
bors, especially those who are vulnerable, such as seniors and those who are immuno-compromised. So we 
will be guided by our concerns for the health of our community, especially our congregation, as we deter-
mine the procedures and timeline that we will follow in order to re-open. 
 That concern for the health and well-being of the congregation means that no one should ever feel 
pressured to come to church, or ashamed or guilty for not being able to come, especially when attending ser-
vices might expose a person to an unnecessary risk. Please hear me. We want everyone to come to church. 
But if you do not feel confident that it is wise for you to attend public services, we will understand and will 
not think any less of you. Our live streamed worship service will still be available, and you may join us by 
viewing it online. And when you are ready to return, we will rejoice with you. 
 There is another reason that the quiet calm in my neighborhood is misleading. When I go out for a 
walk, I never have to wonder if someone will call the police and report that a suspicious looking man is walk-
ing “where he doesn’t belong.” When I go to a shop to look for something for my wife’s birthday, no one fol-
lows me around to keep an eye on me. When my sons and their friends play basketball at the local gym and 
linger outside afterwards to talk, security guards don’t pull a gun on them and tell them to move on. Those 
things never happen to me or to my family. But they have happened, repeatedly and quite commonly, to 
people I know or know of, friends of mine or friends of my friends, people who share the life-threatening fea-
ture of being black in America.  

JUNE 2020 



 The killing of George Floyd by a police officer, with the help of his fel-
low officers, and the ensuing protests across America have shone a light on 
things hidden for far too long: endemic hatred, systemic injustice, ignorance, 
abuse, toleration of wrongful inequities, rage and vindictiveness. The gaping, 
pus-filled wounds of our refusal to acknowledge our sins, whether they be the 
carefully cultivated means for preservation of power over others unlike us, or 
the carefully cultivated dehumanizing of “them,” “those people,” who are our 
enemies, now threaten to destroy us. Our societal cancers have metastasized. 
Slogans, parades, earnest-sounding declarations by candidates will neither 
cure our disease nor heal our wounds. What we need is Jesus. What we need 
is to love one another.  

 The temptation for us, today, is to focus solely on the violence and criminal activity that accompanied 
some of the protests–as if those actions were characteristic of all those who were outraged by the deaths of 
unarmed African-Americans at the hands (or knees) of police, who took to the streets in protest. To do so 
would be to make the same egregious error of those who blame all police for the actions of some. What is 
even more egregious–to ignore the systemic, unrelenting wrongs that stoked the rage and provoked the vio-
lent reactions. 
 But the question for us is really quite simple–not easy at all, but quite simple. It is this: How will I love 
my neighbor in this moment? How will I love my black brothers and sisters in Christ, my African-American 
neighbors who are in excruciating pain, who are fearful, who are outraged, who are desperate and weary of 
being treated as if they are unworthy of living in the US, as if their lives were less valuable, who face exclu-
sion, suspicion, dismissal, and rejection because of the color of their skin, who live with economic and occu-
pational marginalization as a common reality because they were born non-white?  
 Jesus said that the world would know that we are his disciples if we loved one another. The world is 

watching right now. 

 

Pastor Barry, Senior Pastor 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 At our May trustee meeting, the trustees reviewed the financial report as of April 30,2020. Our net 

revenue for the month was a minus $16,734 and for the year we were a minus $2,052. We reported last 

month that our investments at the Christian Church Foundation were down substantially at that time. The 

investments are still in the red but have recovered considerably during the last month. 

 

Lisa Hoag, our church administrator, has informed me that May contributions to the church budget have 

been very positive. We will have that information to report next month. 

 

We did receive the $41,700 PPP loan that we applied for to cover salaries and utilities during the shutdown 

caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. We anticipate that salaries and utilities during the two month period fol-

lowing receipt of the loan will total near the loan amount. Therefore, we believe most, if not all, of the loan 

can be forgiven by the Small Business Administration. 

 

The trustees have been coordinating with elders and staff in preparation for restarting on site worship ser-

vices. We are pleased to report that the roofing project has been completed. Also, repairs to damaged ceil-

ings and flooring caused by roof leaks have been repaired. Before each worship service we will strive to make 

certain the facilities are cleaned and disinfected to meet or exceed CDC guidelines for killing the coronavirus. 

 

Jim Congrove, Trustee Chair   



ELDERS UPDATE 
“Fear he is a liar 

He will take your breath 

Stop you in your steps 

Fear he is a liar 

He will rob your rest 

Steal your happiness 

Cast your fear in the fire 

Cause fear he is a liar”     Zach Williams 

 

“I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears.”  

Psalm 34: 4  

 Over the last several months, we’ve been bombarded with infor-

mation regarding the symptoms, severity, duration, risk of infection and 

transmission of the virus. Being “novel”, or new to the human race, we’ve 

been anxious for any factually proven information amid all the noise of the 

possibilities. Fear of the unknown is usually greater than the fear of the known. What our city, county and 

statewide statistics are showing is that although the possibility for infection still exists for anyone, it seems 

to be more detrimental to the health of those who are older and/or have other underlying conditions. A 

large amount of the population may have had, now have, or will get the virus and not be aware of it due to 

the fact that a large percentage of people testing positive are asymptomatic. This knowledge is encouraging, 

but should also serve as a reminder for us to be focused on protecting those among us who are the most 

vulnerable. 

 Think about our prayer stations that we had in the sanctuary earlier this year. Like those stations, in 

terms of expanding proximity, what have we been doing to protect our own bodies, those in our families, 

our community, even the rest of the world? We’ve learned that we need to be more diligent in our hand 

washing and other basic hygiene routines. We’ve stayed home as much as possible and kept the recom-

mended amount of distance when out and about. We’ve done this knowing that even though our own per-

sonal risk may be minimal, there are others that need our protection. In other words, we’ve been on de-

fense. Now, we will be switching to more of an offensive type of approach.  



ELDERS UPDATE 
 Armed with better “weapons” of knowledge, masks, and hand sani-

tizer, we will be moving forward in our daily lives and in our gathering to 

worship at FCC, doing our best to fight against the spread. In 1 Corinthians 

13, known popularly as the “Love” chapter, verse 7 states that “it always 

PROTECTS…”. It is this love for our fellow members (as well as our families, 

community, and the world) that the Trustees, Elders, Pastor Barry, and oth-

er church leaders have been meeting and working diligently to make every 

effort to make our building a safe haven to worship in. Unfortunately, it is 

unreasonable to think that we can eliminate the risk entirely, and therefore 

we must remain mindful and vigilant to protect our most vulnerable. While 

many of us look forward to seeing each other in person, we will continue to 

post the worship services on-line so that those who are not able to attend 

or do not yet feel comfortable attending in person may still be a connected 

part of our FCC body. We will do our best to keep you informed of all the 

times, dates, and arrangements being made to accommodate in-sanctuary 

worship. In the meantime, don’t give in to fear. Choose the offense of love.  

Respectfully yours, 

Hyacinth Self, Elder Chair                                              



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 
Greetings from the Personnel Board, 

The Personnel Board is continuing to review the FCC Constitution and By-Laws.  At our June meeting, we will 

be discussing what constitutes active membership and how to incorporate virtual meetings as an alternate 

method to hold meetings.  If you have any questions or thoughts on these topics, email us at personnel-

board@fcclawrence.org  or talk to one of the board members – Jim Congrove (785-393-3106), Sheri Penny 

(785) 371-7420, Lisa Rundell ( 785-979-2774), Hyacinth Self (785-766-0529), or Christine Winters (785-979-

7092).  Please continue to ask the Holy Spirit to guide us in this review process so that we are in tune with 

God’s direction for First Christian. 

Stay Safe, 

Christine Winters, Chair of the Personnel Board 
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WORSHIP 
 I trusted my dad. He was a wonderful father and I never doubted 

that he loved me. I know my dad made many sacrifices for me and I’m sure 

he made many other sacrifices of which I am unaware. I know that I’m very 

blessed to have had a good dad. He was a strong Christian, too, who served 

the churches he attended in various roles, including deacon and elder. He 

was always on “Lombardi time,” and we were 15 minutes early wherever 

we went. In my mind, he was capable of doing whatever he wanted to do 

and whatever needed to be done. He put central air conditioning into our 

house; he put a new roof on it; he changed the oil in the vehicles and re-

placed the belts when needed; he enjoyed playing dominoes and pinochle 

and crafted his own “Wahoo” board; he worked hard and he set an 

example for me in every aspect of life that led to being responsible, produc-

tive, a servant leader at home and at church, and a disciple of Jesus.  

Recently, I needed to purchase a new lawn mower. I started to do some research and ran across the brand 

my dad used to use. My research was done. I bought a Lawn Boy. I still trust my dad. It is a quality piece of 

machinery and I love mowing the lawn with it. In fact, I honestly can’t wait until the grass gets high enough 

that I need to mow again. I’m going to head outside and mow the lawn right now! And I will think of my 

dad…and give my Heavenly Father thanks and praise. Happy Father’s Day, everyone. 

 

In memory of my dad, Frank Boyle. 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 So, what have you been up to during your time at home?  

Look at the FCC kids' green beans I harvested from the garden! These are 

from the little green bean seeds they planted way back in March during 

our "Sower and the Seeds" Bible lesson. With good soil, they grew into 

healthy plants I transplanted in my garden, and now, they're producing 

more and more. Just like God plants good things in our hearts like love, 

joy and peace, these grow and effect other people's lives around us. 

What a great plan God has! What else have you done during these 

months at home? 

Sydney made a whole village from 

Play-doh! Very creative!! 

Mr. Greg and I have become avid bird watchers, especially baby birds. 

We have a beautiful view of a robin's nest on our front porch where we 

have witnessed these dedicated parents care for their babies. 

They are thriving, and we couldn't be happier!  

Caring fathers are so vital. Dads, your hard work, teaching, coaching, and just time set aside to goof around 

with your kids is demonstrating your faith and commitment to God. Go dads! Happy Fathers Day!! 

In awe of God's amazing creation and plans for us, 

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry 



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
 The 2019-2020 school year has officially ended and it certainly will be 

one I will never forget.  Our second semester ended abruptly during spring 

break, but that did not stop our teachers from finding creative ways to keep in 

contact with our preschool children.  We held class Zoom meetings, posted 

activities and stories on our Facebook page, and had a drive thru supply pick-

up day during the last week of May.  Though it was from cars, it brought us 

great joy to see one another and wave hello and wish everyone a happy sum-

mer.  There were many “air hugs” being shared throughout the morning.  Our 

goal was to accomplish a bit of closure for the children which we were able to 

provide in a fun, but safe manner.  



I, along with the FCC Leadership, made the decision to cancel our June and July summer camps.  With the un-

certainty of reopening during these early phases, we believe bringing a large group of children together early 

in the summer was just too soon.  We are instead focusing on reopening mid-August for the 2020-2021 

school year.  We are committed to providing a high-quality early childhood education along with the assur-

ance to families of well-thought-out procedures and plans that keep all involved safe and healthy to the best 

of our abilities.  Thank you for your continued prayers as we work to reopen our wonderful preschool pro-

gram. 

 

We are currently accepting enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year.  Please contact me for more infor-

mation. 

 

Julie Hafenstine, Giving Tree Preschool Director 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
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