
 One of my more ungodly character traits is my tendency to complain 

about the government and politicians. It’s no excuse to say that recent 

events have given me many more opportunities to exercise this quality, since 

the ease with which I fall into this trap and the length of time this has been a 

problem for me suggests that I simply haven’t been listening very well to the 

Lord’s instructions. And it is no comfort to know that I am not the only one 

with this failing. For while there may be plenty of legitimate reasons to 

criticize individuals involved in governing or the decisions and actions of 

various components of our government, the truth is that the task of 

governing is exceedingly difficult. In fact, governing involves one of the most 

fundamental and persistently obstinate challenges we all face–the problem 

of limited resources and unlimited desires. 

 Consider, for instance, the limitations that are inherent in every budgetary decision by any entity of 

government. Revenue is always outpaced by needs. The Journal-World reported recently that Douglas 

County received $24.9 million in special federal funding intended to assist the county with needs due to the 

pandemic. Requests from within the county for funding from that pool of “free” money totaled $50 million. 

And does anyone doubt that if more people and organizations were aware that this funding was available, 

those requests would have doubled or tripled? Governing–whether we’re talking about a nation, a state, a 

city, or a family (or yourself, a person!)–always requires us to make decisions about the allocation of limited 

resources (time, money, energy, attention, personnel, goods) to meet unlimited needs and desires.  

 I note this fact about governing to point out something that is similarly true about an entirely 

different matter–the mission of the church. You and I have been called by Jesus Christ, invited into his 

kingdom and made part of his family, and given a specific task: to make disciples from every nation on the 

earth. That task is enormous. It is also effectively unlimited in the need that it represents. Who, other than 

God himself, could measure what it would take to meet the needs of the whole world? Even if we only 

include what is required for the world to hear, understand, and adopt the gospel message, the level of need 

that would allow that to take place is beyond our comprehension.  

 At the same time, as a single congregation, we have very limited means for accomplishing that grand 

task. Not least would be the matter of opportunity–how can one small group of people reach an entire 

world? It is precisely at this point that we are tempted to give in to the inevitability of futility and simply ig-

nore the command of Jesus to give ourselves fully to this task. Maybe there is something else we can do that 

is worthwhile that can substitute for what he asks of us. 

 But followers of Christ do not have the luxury of feigned ignorance. Instead, we must take seriously 

his command. But here is where we need to listen carefully to the voice of the Spirit, to hear what God is say-

ing to his church. For he does not simply send us off charging into the unknown universal abyss of needs like 

religious versions of Don Quixote, fighting imaginary giants in some great and noble cause. We have a specific 

set of instructions, that which we are called to do, perhaps that which we alone are called to do.  
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 Think, for instance, of Jesus’ own ministry. Galilee was filled with 

hungry peasants, many of whom were in desperate need of food for their 

family. On two occasions Jesus fed a multitude by miraculously multiplying 

the meager provisions that were available. But he did not open up a food 

bank that pumped out an endless supply of meals for everyone in the region. 

He only did what the Father directed him to do.  

 We have a similar challenge. There are countless opportunities for 
good that we as God’s people could do in his service, numerous ways in 
which we could advance his kingdom and spread the gospel around the 
globe. The question is (always!), “What has he asked us to do at this time, in 
this place, with what he has given us?” 

 I’m reminded of a story of a man in a conversation with God. We’ll call him Joe. Joe was feeling a bit 

down on his luck and pressed by his bills. He says to God, “Lord, you know, if you gave me a million dollars, I 

could pay all of my debts, put away money for my children’s education, and I would gladly give you back a 

quarter-million dollars–no, I would give you a half-million back.”   

 God says to him, “That’s mighty generous of you, Joe. What would you do if I gave you $100,000?”  

 “Oh, Lord,” says Joe, “That would be so wonderful of you, Lord. I couldn’t do as much, of course, but if 

you gave me $100,000 I could still pay off my debts and have a little left. And I would gladly give you, umm, 

$10,000 back, maybe even $15,000. That’s more than a tithe, you know.” 

 God says, “That’s nice of you, Joe. I appreciate your willingness to give. What would you do if I gave 

you $50?” 

 “Oh, Lord,” says Joe. “That’s not fair, Lord. You know I have $50.” 

 

 What has God asked us–First Christian Church–to do, at this time, with what he has given us? What is 

he asking you to do? How can we accomplish his mission of reaching the world with the good news of Jesus 

Christ? Those are questions we are going to continue to ask as we seek to follow Christ together. 

 

Pastor Barry 
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PS If you would like to be part of a small group involved in formulating our church’s framework and processes 

for our missions involvement, please let me know. We’ll be starting that group soon. 



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 The monthly trustee meeting was conducted July 28, 2020.  We have been holding virtual meetings 

since the pandemic began in March and are looking forward to the time when we can meet in person. We 

are thankful for the technology which allows us to conduct business during these difficult times. 

 

Our main business this month was to review the financial standing as of June 30. Our general operating costs 

year to date were $123,512.81. Contributions to the general fund totaled $150,314.58 for the same period. 

Through the faithful giving of our congregation, the ministries of FCC continue to be supported. The trustee 

board wants the congregation to know how much they appreciate  the generous support. 

 

The building renovation project which began this spring is ongoing. The roof and some of the mortar repairs 

have been completed.  Repair of the walls for the ramp at the southeast corner of the building has started 

and should be completed in about one month. The outside steps on the west  and north sides of the older 

section of the building are crumbling and repair will begin in a few weeks. The final major project will be ex-

terior painting which is scheduled for this fall. 

 

Jim Congrove, Trustee Chair 



ELDERS UPDATE 
 Hello church family. Your Elder board met Tuesday July 7th to pray 

for and discuss such topics as our current in-house worship structure, im-

proving our focus on missions, and the updating of our Constitution and By-

Laws. We also outlined the upcoming fall schedule of events, including the 

election of new Elders. Since the long-waited for start of professional base-

ball has been in the news recently, I thought I’d present the following with a 

nod to the boys of summer.  

Batter up! 

We are a small congregation, but I believe that our body is made up of folks 

with a wide variety of skills and talents, some of them known and others yet 

to be discovered and implemented. This is a faithful group – you have 

shown that full well over the last several years. Here’s the issue we need to 

make everyone clearly aware of: we need leaders. Those words “strike” fear 

and loathing in many, but the reality of our situation is that we currently 

have five Elders, two Elder Emeritus members, and our pitching ace Pastor 

Barry. Of the five elected Elders, two members will be finishing their eligibil-

ity and one has declined to renew for another two years. That leaves the 

possibility of only two Elders, should no one else step up to the plate. If you 

or someone you know would like to try out for the team, please let an Elder 

or Pastor (“Ace”) Barry know.  

Play ball! 

Rookies welcome. Training is available. If you think you need to be a Bible scholar or have your personal life 

in perfect unblemished order to be considered, please think otherwise. God only seeks a willing heart (2 Co-

rinthians 8:12). If you think you don’t have enough time, well, who does? Like any worthwhile endeavor, 

you will need to make time for it. This field position requires practice: monthly meetings, time for prep, 

prayer, and some service opportunities. You will have the pleasure of working with a team that’s committed 

to the FCC mission to Gather, Grow, and Go, and you may find that God has equipped you for working out 

His game plan in ways you previously were unaware of. He’s a good coach – trust Him. His strategy always 

works. 



ELDERS UPDATE 
Swing for the fences! 

Remember, nothing happens if you’re just sitting on the bench. Don’t forfeit 

your chance to make a difference, not only in our home league, but for the 

whole world. We’re currently working on something of a team expansion 

project: to form a Missions board focused on formulating a framework and 

process for developing and governing our missions involvement and sup-

port. Would you or your small group like to get involved?                                                                    

Bottom of the ninth! 

It has been a joy and truly a labor of love to have served you these past sev-

eral years, but I’m not ready to have my jersey retired just yet. There is still 

much to do for the King and His Kingdom. I’ll still be around the dugout, and 

in another year, I’ll be a free agent again. In the meantime, let’s get those 

bases loaded. Okay everyone, huddle up. Put your hands on the bat and 1-2

-3, LET’S GO!!! 

For the love of God and the game, 

Hyacinth Self, Elder Team Captain 



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 
Greetings from the Personnel Board, 

The Personnel Board continues to review the FCC By-Laws.  On July 14, we started reviewing "The Three 

Bodies of Governance of FCC.”  We were able to complete the Election of Board members section, which 

includes the Personnel Board, Trustee Board, and Elder Board (pages 4 - 6).  The "Staff" section  (pages 6 - 8) 

will be our starting point at our August 11 meeting.  We value your input so if you have any thoughts about 

that section, please send an email to personnelboard@fcclawrence.org, or talk to one of the board mem-

bers – Jim Congrove, Sheri Penny, Lisa Rundell, Hyacinth Self, or Christine Winters. 

Please continue to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in this review process so that we are in tune with 

God’s direction for First Christian Church. 

Stay Safe, 

Christine Winters, Personnel Board Chair  



WORSHIP 

Dear First Christian Church: May the lyrics of this song bless and comfort 

you, as they have blessed and comforted me, in these days of uncertainty. 

             Greg Boyle, Worship Leader  

So Will I (100 Billion X) 

Verse 1 
God of creation 
There at the start before the beginning of time 
With no point of reference 
You spoke to the dark 
And fleshed out the wonder of light 
 
Chorus 1 
And as You speak 
A hundred billion galaxies are born 
In the vapor of Your breath the planets form 
If the stars were made to worship so will I 
I can see Your heart in everything You've made 
Every burning star a signal fire of grace 
If creation sings Your praises so will I 
 
Verse 2 
God of Your promise 
You don't speak in vain no syllable empty or void 
For once You have spoken 
All nature and science 
Follow the sound of Your voice 
 
Chorus 2 
And as You speak 
A hundred billion creatures catch Your breath 
Evolving in pursuit of what You said 
If it all reveals Your nature so will I 
I can see Your heart in everything You say 
Every painted sky a canvas of Your grace 
If creation still obeys You so will I 
So will I 
So will I 
 
 
 

Bridge 
If the stars were made to worship so will I 
If the mountains bow in reverence so will I 
If the oceans roar Your greatness so will I 
For if everything exists to lift You high so will I 
 
Bridge 
If the wind goes where You send it so will I 
If the rocks cry out in silence so will I 
If the sum of all our praises still falls shy 
Then we'll sing again a hundred billion times 
 
Verse 3 
God of salvation 
You chased down my heart 
Through all of my failure and pride 
On a hill You created the light of the world 
Abandoned in darkness to die 
 
Chorus 3 
And as You speak 
A hundred billion failures disappear 
Where You lost Your life so I could find it here 
If You left the grave behind You so will I 
I can see Your heart in everything You've done 
Every part designed in a work of art called love 
If You gladly chose surrender so will I 
I can see Your heart eight billion different ways 
Every precious one a child You died to save 
If You gave Your life to love them so will I 
 
Ending 
Like You would again a hundred billion times 
But what measure could amount to Your desire 
You're the One who never leaves  
the one behind 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Unknowns...lots and lots of unknowns these days. 

For many FCC families, there are unknowns of starting up school again, 

and what that may look like for parents as well as children (“Give all your 

worries and cares to God for He cares about you.” 1 Peter 5:7).  

One sure thing, it won’t look like any schooling we’ve ever seen before 

(“When I am afraid, I will trust in You.” Ps. 56:3). 

Need help with making decisions? (“If any of you lack wisdom, he should 

ask God, who gives generously …” James 1:5). 

 

Some “knowns” or things we can count on are God’s love, goodness and faithfulness. Many of these attrib-

utes are brought out as each Sunday’s virtual Bible lesson focuses on stories from the Old Testament. Jacob 

was a liar and trickster, but was used by God to build a great nation. Joseph was a dreamer, but we’re learn-

ing how God will save His people through this same dreamer. God can use us, too! 

Unknowns? They’re not unknown to God. Lean on Him and He will keep your feet from slipping (Just take a 

peek at Ps. 94:18-19). 

 

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry  



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
 August has arrived with some amazing weather.  I realize the Kansas 

heat and humidity will return, but it sure has been nice to enjoy some pleasant 

temperatures the last few days.  August is typically the time of the year when 

our classrooms come to life with the arrival of our preschool students. 

2020 has brought forth many changes and yet more changes for our preschool 

program.  Due to the recommendation that schools delay their fall start date, 

we made the decision to follow the Lawrence Public Schools and begin our 

school year on September 8th.  We have also made several adjustments to 

class sessions based upon our everchanging enrollment to help meet the 

needs of families during these uncertain times.    

The Giving Tree, like so many other programs, has been impacted financially by 

the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Prayerfully God will guide us through this difficult 

journey as we make decisions that will impact our valued team of teachers as well as the community we have 

been serving for the past 44 years.  If you would like to donate to this amazing ministry of FCC, please note 

Giving Tree in the memo of your check or on your envelope.  All proceeds will go toward our 2020 operating 

expenses to help off-set our deficit.  We appreciate your support and most importantly your prayers as we 

prepare for the 2020-2021 school year.  We miss our preschool friends dearly and we look forward to seeing 

their smiling faces in September.  

We have a few openings available in our M/W/F AM and T/TH AM sessions.  Please contact me for more in-

formation on how to enroll children age 3 to kindergarten. 

 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director   

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 
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