
 “Summertime–and the livin’ is . . . what, exactly?” What does 

“summer” mean in a time of COVID-19? The weather sends us one set of 

familiar signals, telling us it’s time to relax. But the news and our own fears 

tell us that we need to be vigilant, careful, guarded. 

 The truth is, for me, summer has always been something of a conun-

drum. I have very mixed emotions about summer. As a kid, summer meant 

the end of school for a while. But I liked school, generally, so while the free-

dom was nice, I missed the regularity of classes, the joy of learning, and the 

rewards of approval that I received from teachers. On the other hand, sum-

mer also meant baseball, extra time to read as much as I wanted to, and living 

at the swimming pool for a good portion of the day. But that led to sunburns, my constant summertime com-

panion (which led to my current situation of dealing with skin cancer, which means avoiding the sun as much 

as possible, which complicates summertime activities). And summer also meant more chores–Mom’s answer 

for how to fill the hours of the day while teaching us kids how to work. 

 Then came my teenage years. Summer meant swapping hours at school for hours at a job. A job 

meant money. Money paid for things I needed or wanted. But getting money cost me time, and time on the 

job meant less time playing baseball or swimming or camping or reading. Summer became busy, and compli-

cated. 

 Summers in college were even more intense, with a singular focus: make enough money to pay for the 

next year at school. An occasional camping trip might break the cycle of working and sleeping. But summer 

was mostly a grind, with the added emotional ache of being separated from my new friends and the fellow-

ship of our college Bible study. I longed for summer to end so I could return to Lawrence (even with the awful 

humidity!), to be back with the people I had come to love, the weekly cycles of Bible study and life together 

as the body of Christ. 

 Now, as an older adult, I still have 

mixed emotions about summer. One of the 

challenges we face in the American church 

is the lure of summertime. For churches 

across the board, summers are often 

marked by low, even sparse, attendance, 

diminished involvement, and sharp 

decreases in giving. Church gets lost in the 

multitude of activities our summer 

appetites demand. We are not immune to 

this infection, either as individuals or as a 

church body. (And speaking of infections, a 

pandemic certainly doesn’t help us either!) 
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 We’re not alone in this, of course. One of my frustrations when I was 

regularly traveling to Norway to minister was that Scandinavians (like many 

Europeans) generally regarded summer as one long extended vacation. Many 

churches would cancel almost everything for the entirety of July and August for 

the simple reason that virtually everyone was away on holiday, or up in the 

mountains, or off to the lake. Scheduling a special event or outreach in the 

summer was like pushing an avalanche uphill.  

 So summer is a challenge for us. But the challenge really boils down to 

a fairly simple problem. If the primary setting for our faith is that church is an 

activity, “going to church,” then summer’s activities will quickly and easily overwhelm our calendars. Supply 

and demand will rule us. We have limited opportunities and unlimited desires. Fun is calling, and the time is 

rushing past. We must grasp as much as we can before summer ends and school beckons, fall chores pile up, 

and holidays come knocking. Church will have to wait until we have more time. (The persistent illusion that 

such a thing exists or will ever arrive continues to deceive and mock us–but that is a topic for another day.) 

 On the other hand, if the primary setting for our faith is that “church” is who we are, our identity, not 

an activity, then summer transforms before us. Instead of consuming us as we attempt to consume it, summer 

becomes simply a different opportunity to live out our faith as God’s people. The rhythms of our life might 

change somewhat in this season. (How else to enjoy the daily dose of baseball and the rolling ups and downs 

of 162 games–oops, 60!?). But our basic course remains the same; our fundamental understanding of who we 

are and what we do stays constant. We are the church. It is who we are, all the time, not just a thing we do 

when we happen to have unclaimed time. 
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 We are God’s messengers, sent by him to speak to a world that is 

mostly unaware that there is a God at all and that he has spoken to them. 

Summer is not a time to retreat from our calling, but a chance to remind our-

selves that Jesus is alive in every season, eager to meet with us, and constant-

ly working in us and through us to build his kingdom. 

 To that end, in July and August we will see some special guests with us 

on Sundays, during a four-week series entitled, “Church on Mission.” Rever-

end Don Lewis from New Life City Church in Kansas City, Missouri, will return 

for two weeks for some “courageous conversations” about overcoming our 

racial divides in the church. We’ll also hear from John and Melanie Kerstetter, missionaries with Ethnos 360, 

and Ed and Melissa Swanson, missionaries with Wycliffe Translators. I do hope you’ll join me for these im-

portant weeks as we continue to grow as a church family.  

 In every season, even when facing a pandemic, even without baseball, Jesus remains faithful. By his 

grace, so may we. 

Yours because of Jesus, 

Pastor Barry 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 At our June trustee meeting we reviewed the May 31, 2020 financial reports which show May reve-

nue at $44,679.81 and operating expenses of $15,578.99. Through May, year to date revenue totaled 

$134,424.76 and operating expenses $106,569.27. You may notice our monthly income can vary a lot. This is 

due primarily to some of our members giving annually, quarterly, or semiannually. 

The pandemic has caused financial challenges for our Giving Tree pre-school ministry. Tuition revenue was 

lost because of the mid-march shutdown and no summer camps. Our director, Julie Hafenstine has spent 

much time and effort researching and preparing so that The Giving Tree can operate safely and comply with 

all the guidelines this fall semester. We are thankful for the PPP loan we received due to Covid-19 which can 

be used to offset the loss of revenue. 

The roof repair project was completed at a cost of $98,000. Other building repair projects at a cost of $5,000 

were also completed. These included interior repairs for damage caused by roof leaks and mortar repairs on 

the exterior. 

After much deliberation, the trustee board decided to proceed with the other repair projects that were dis-

cussed at the annual meeting in November. At that meeting, the congregation approved borrowing $170,000 

to pay for building repairs. The need for the roof repairs was obvious and urgent, while other repairs includ-

ing ramp walls, exterior painting, and step repairs, were able to be postponed. We believe delaying these re-

pairs would result in additional damage and more costly repairs in the future. 

After completion of all these projects our annual payments on the loan will be approximately $23,000. 

 

Jim Congrove, Trustee Chair 



ELDERS UPDATE 
True Freedom 

Webster’s dictionary defines the word freedom as such: “the absence of 

necessity, coercion, or constraint in choice or action; liberation from slav-

ery, restraint, or from the power of another; the quality or state of being 

exempt or released usually from something onerous; unrestricted use; a 

political right.” We will be celebrating (in many different and non-traditional 

ways this year) the July 4th national holiday commemorating the signing of 

the US Declaration of Independence amidst a lengthening season of unrest. 

Our news headlines are daily reminders of our population trying to under-

stand and define freedom on personal, cultural, civic, and many other lev-

els. While the Constitution lists many of the freedoms we have as US citi-

zens, the Word of God uncompromisingly reminds us where we stand as 

children of our loving Father: 

Freedom from condemnation: Psalm 109:31, John 3:16-18, Romans 5:16, 

Romans 8:1 

Freedom from fear: Psalm 23:4, Isaiah 54:4, Romans 13:3, 1 John 14:8 

Freedom from slavery to sin: John 8:33-35, Acts 13:38-40, Romans 6:5-7, 

Romans 8:9-16 

Freedom to worship: Exodus 8:1, Jonah 1:9, Matthew 4:10, John 4:24 

Freedom to share/speak: Esther 4:12-14, Psalm 30:11-12, Isaiah 62:1, Matthew 25:21, Luke 19:39-40  

Freedom to live: Exodus 23:25-26, Deuteronomy 5:17, Deuteronomy 30:19-20, Psalm 119:25, John 10:28-30, 

1 Corinthians 15:55-57, Revelation 2:7 



ELDERS UPDATE 

There are responsibilities that come with freedom. We can’t use our own to 

infringe on another’s. As we’ve been learning from Pastor Barry’s Sunday 

messages reviewing the book of 1 Peter (no less relevant today than at the 

time it was written), we can’t use our freedom as license to do whatever we 

want whenever we want to. There are consequences to refusing and/or 

abusing God’s grace, which is itself a topic for further study. As a communi-

ty of followers of Christ, we are called to love and serve one another. In the 

noise of all the unrest we’re living in right now, we may even have to give up some of our beloved and com-

fortable freedoms in order to bring about a common good. This is a hard thing, even for me! I want to be able 

to go out and move about unhindered (unmasked!) and unrestricted. Lately, I’ve often found myself praying 

out loud “Lord, I just don’t know what to do”, but His Word assures me that even in my groaning, the Spirit 

understands and intercedes on our behalf. These are indeed frustrating times, but: “We are hard pressed on 

every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but 

not destroyed.” 2 Corinthians 4:8-9. 

The group of FCC leaders studying the book “The Emotionally Healthy Leader” are currently learning about 

the importance of the sabbath rest. The author Peter Scazzero, recalling his own struggle to understand and 

practice it in his own life, writes “Through this weekly practice, we defy every influence that defines us either 

by our leadership role or our productivity. We publicly proclaim to the world that we are not slaves, but free 

men and women purchased by the blood of Jesus.” In other words, we are not bound by what we do, but 

who we are in fellowship and communion with, Christ.  

Check out Stephen Curtis Chapman’s declaration echoing Jesus’ words in John 8:36, “If the Son sets you free, 

you will be free indeed”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdvji9HoBtQ     

 

In this month of July 2020, I pray you find true rest and freedom in Christ.  

Hyacinth Self, Elder Chair 



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 
Greetings from the Personnel Board, 

The Personnel Board continues to review the FCC Constitution and By-Laws.  In our meeting on July 14, we 

will be focusing on the Church Officers, Staff, and Organizational Structure section.  We also still need to in-

corporate virtual meetings as an alternate method to hold meetings. If you have any expertise in this area or 

thoughts about either of these areas,  please let us know by sending an email 

to personnelboard@fcclawrence.org  or talk to one of the board members – Jim Congrove, Sheri Penny, Lisa 

Rundell, Hyacinth Self, or Christine Winters.  

Please continue to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in this review process so that we are in tune with 

God’s direction for First Christian. 

Stay Safe, 

Christine Winters, Chair of the Personnel Board 



WORSHIP 
 The walls above our kitchen cabinets are painted with black chalk-

board paint. Jennifer is very artistic and uses that gift to draw Scriptures on 

the wall that glorify God and remind us constantly of His promises. 

She recently added the timely Scripture shown in this picture. 

 

As the COVID-19 virus continues to ebb and flow in its rate of infection throughout Lawrence and the rest of 

the country, even the world, I am reminded that our faith and trust in Almighty God must not waver. Do you 

believe He is working out all things for the good of those who love Him and are called according to His pur-

pose? Do you trust that you cannot be separated from His love? In the midst of civil unrest and political tur-

moil, do you take comfort in knowing that God sets kings upon their thrones? Do you have any doubt that 

the perfect, pleasing will of God always prevails? 

I believe one way to maintain a consistently strong, meaningful and unwavering faith is to worship together. 

We are so incredibly blessed with regular opportunities to join our voices, hearts and spirits together to 

worship our Father, our Savior, and the Spirit, who are worthy of our praise. Those of us who plan and lead 

times of worship at First Christian are so blessed to spend extra time considering God’s faithfulness, Jesus 

Christ’s exemplary life and sacrifice, and the Holy Spirit’s intercession. We strive to honor the Lord and en-

courage His people. Each week, I pray you are blessed by our times of corporate worship and that we are all 

building layer upon layer of steadfast faith so that we are not tossed about by the winds of this world.  

I am praying that the day arrives soon when we can all be together again.  

Peace to you, 

Greg 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Can it really be July?! 

As the summer is in full swing, I know it’s 

been quite exciting (maybe a little too 

exciting at times) for some of our FCC  

families. 

Late May, our very own Hendrix graduated 

from 5th grade as he can attest with his 

certificate of completion and very proud 

dad, mom and little brother. We salute 

you, Hendrix, for a job well done! Wish we 

could celebrate in person.  

 

And…this is a big “And”… Hendrix 

spent some time in the hospital after 

being bitten on the foot by a copper-

head snake! Yikes!! Needless to say, 

we are so very thankful that he bravely 

triumphed and will have a story for the 

ages. (Thank You, God, for Your mercy! 

Amen.)  

Our precious Sydney sure is happy with her new home! 

She, with her mom, dad and cat, are getting settled in quite 

comfortably. What a blessing! 

Hopefully, there will be summer vacations, visiting friends 

and family, water fun, and a host of popsicles in your 

future. Maybe you’ll even have gobs of watermelon and 

fireworks in celebration of the free country we’re blessed 

to live in. 

May God bless you, protect you, and fill you with His peace as we lean on His unshakeable grace. Keep look-

ing to Jesus as we patiently wait to be with each other again.  

 

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry 



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
 July has brought the summer heat and humidity often found in Kansas.  

Growing up here, I have always enjoyed this time of year.  As a young child, 

summer meant wheat was being cut, sheep were being sheared, hay was 

bailed and evenings were often spent enjoying a ride on my horse.  For some, 

life may have seemed carefree and simple as a child.  In wake of our current 

life hurdles, many of us yearn for these times of simplicity.  The manner in 

which we deal with these challenges is more important now than ever before.  

We as Christians have the ability to show others we can all work together to be 

the example God wants us to be for our community.  Our current journey is 

not easy, but if we unite together, pray and trust God, He will see us through.   

As director of The Giving Tree, the year 2020 has been one of the most chal-

lenging times throughout my years of working in the field of education.  For 

almost 45 years, The Giving Tree has thrived and classrooms have been filled with sounds of joyful children.  

I, along with my staff look forward to the laughter and excitement returning to our halls.  Prayerfully, this will 

be the case in August as we continue to make plans to reopen for the 2020-2021 school year.  We are follow-

ing the recommendations and guidance from KDHE and our local health officials in order to keep all children 

and staff healthy to the best of our abilities.  I appreciate your continued prayers and support as I work 

through this planning period.   

We are accepting enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year.  Please contact me for more information. 

 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director   

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 
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