
 The opening song from the off-Broadway musical, “The Fantastiks,” invites the audience to leave be-
hind their awareness of the painful nature of life and escape into the imagined delight of a nostalgic world, 
where youthful love and dreams of endless and wondrous possibilities excited the mind and the heart. The 
song itself is one of my favorites, as it so richly captures the warmth and tenderness of love remembered, 
and evokes fond memories of youth gone by. (The irony of singing this at age eighteen was lost on me at the 
time, but seems somehow fitting now.) 
 September can be a bit confusing, even in the best of times. Is it the lingering last few drops of a sum-
mer drink to be savored slowly before it is gone? Or is it the giddy excitement of a frantic morning, exploding 
with the clamor of backpacks furiously jammed before racing out the door on the way to a new school year? 
Or is it the soft, too-quickly fading feel of unwanted but unavoidable transitions, warnings dropping on our 
path like leaves that portend the coming of chilling snows? “The autumn leaves drift by my window, the au-
tumn leaves of red and gold . . .” 
 This September has (already!) out-Septembered every previous ninth month I can recall. Instead of 
warm recollections of summer joy, we’re counting the numbers of COVID-19 cases in the county and wonder-
ing what it means. Students–who may or may not be in classes–are writing essays about what they didn’t do 
this summer, and wondering how they will get through this year (or week!) Teachers are as puzzled and flus-
tered as parents and everyone is wondering how in the world school will work. Even baseball–the steadying 
constant of American summer life–is completely bizarre. Instead of pennant races winding down and teams 
gearing up for the post-season, we’re forty games into the season, starting to figure out where we stand–and 
gearing up for something like a post-season. Oh, and football may or may not be starting. In some places. But 
with no fans. At least we have the political campaigns leading up to an election . . . nothing about that is con-
fusing . . . or troubling . . . oh, wait. 
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“Try to remember the kind of September 
When life was slow and oh, so mellow. 
Try to remember the kind of September 
When grass was green and grain was yellow. 
Try to remember the kind of September 
When you were a tender and callow fellow. 
Try to remember, and if you remember, 
Then follow.”  

(“Try to Remember” from “The Fantastiks,” 1960; music by Harvey Schmidt, 
lyrics by Tom Jones) 



 Nostalgia can be immensely powerful, drawing us away from the 
noise and bother of our troubled life. It can be soothing to retreat to the warmth of fuzzy memories and what 
pretends to be a gentler, simpler time. I know that I am easily captivated (literally, “taken captive”!) by the 
romanticized illusions of yesterday that promise an easy escape from the challenges of today.  
 But nostalgia has a cost. When you awaken from the dream, the problems have not disappeared. 
They have often multiplied. Act One of “The Fantastiks” closes with a highly stylized happy ending–the final 
song is actually entitled, “Happy Ending!” But the second act reveals the tragic consequences of trying to live 
in a dream world. Reality insists on breaking in. And the closing offers us this take-away: Life is filled with 
pain, abuse, betrayal, and loss. Perhaps all we have left is one another and the memories of what it felt like 
when we didn’t know that.  
 

Deep in December, it's nice to remember, 
Although you know the snow will follow. 
Deep in December, it's nice to remember, 
Without a hurt the heart is hollow. 
Deep in December, it's nice to remember, 
The fire of September that made us mellow. 
Deep in December, our hearts should remember 
And follow. 

 
 While I appreciate, somewhat, the sentiment of “The Fantastiks,”–it does appeal to my romantic and 
idealistic tendencies–I’m more persuaded that what we need is a healthy dose of biblical wisdom. Two things 
leap quickly to mind.  
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Try to remember when life was so tender 
That no one wept except the willow. 
Try to remember when life was so tender 
That dreams were kept beside your pillow. 
Try to remember when life was so tender 
That love was an ember about to billow. 
Try to remember, and if you remember, 
Then follow. 



 First, the author of Ecclesiastes, perhaps Solomon, travels down a 
road not unlike that of the two lovers in “The Fantastiks.” After living a life 
filled with all that this world has to offer, yet finding it all empty and mean-
ingless; after watching a world that discards wisdom to its own peril while 
pursuing vanity and the illusion that pleasure and position and power are 
lasting; after experiencing the loss of youthful innocence, vigor, and opti-
mism; he concludes that the answer is not to resort to nostalgia, but to re-
membrance of something else. “Remember your creator,” he says. “Let go of 
vanity and temporary gains and grasp hold of that which is lasting, which is 
only found in the life that is true life, connected to the source of life, the Eter-
nal God, your creator.” (The apostle Paul will echo these thoughts in the clos-

ing verses of his first letter to his younger protégé, Timothy.) 
 Second, the prayerful expression we are examining in the present sermon series, “Deliver us from 
evil,” does not stand alone. It is connected–quite purposefully and importantly–to a foundational request 
made earlier in the prayer: “May your kingdom come, may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” We 
desperately long to escape from the troubles of our lives, to be delivered from all that brings us pain, brings 
us down–and rightly so. The solution, however, is not located in nostalgic recollections of the past, when 
things were simpler, easier, better (or so we imagine). The solution is located in the coming of the kingdom of 
God into our present world, this troubled September with all of its confusion and frustration and COVID-
whatever complications. We will find our deliverance from evil, and our peace, as we devote ourselves to liv-
ing under the rulership of the King, the Eternal God, our creator. 
 
May you hear the sweet, tender, and rich melodies of the kingdom in the midst of the noise and cacophony 
of this September, 
 
Pastor Barry 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 It is hard for me to believe we are two thirds of the way into 2020. In this report, I will attempt to 

bring you up to date with our finances. 

Our total income through July was $166,689 and general operating expenses totaled $141,585, resulting in a 

gain of $25,044. We do have funds in reserve that were designated by givers for specific purposes. At the end 

of July, $4,786 had been used from designated fund accounts for operating expenses in 2020. 

The pandemic has created many challenges for the Giving Tree Preschool ministry. The school was shut down 

in April and was unable to have summer camps. This resulted in lost tuition revenue. Fall enrollment is also 

greatly reduced. Julie Hafenstine, our director, has worked diligently to make sure all safety and health 

guidelines are followed and she has also worked to secure grants that hopefully will be approved to help 

cover much of the lost revenue. 

Several phases of the building renovation project have been completed including roof replacement and 

mortar repairs. Repair of the ramp wall is in progress. The projected cost of renovation projects was 

$170,000. We had spent $118,286 by the end of July. Other projects that are scheduled for this fall include 

exterior painting and repairing the steps on the oldest part of the facility. A loan from Central Bank of the 

Midwest has been secured to fund these repairs. Annual payments to retire the loan will be approximately 

$23,000.  A building fund has been established for those that want to contribute to paying off the loan and a 

reserve for future repairs. 

A work day has been scheduled for Saturday, September 12, from 9am-12pm. We will be doing some cleanup 

and minor repairs. Lunch will be served. Please let us know if you can help. 

 

Jim Congrove, Trustee Chair 



ELDERS UPDATE 

 Hello church family. Your Elder board met on Tuesday, August 4th, and again on Tuesday, September 

1st. We discussed the ongoing worship format and whether it is meeting the needs of corporate worship to all 

our members, listened to Julie Hafenstine regarding the Giving Tree circumstances, and considered mission 

opportunities. Do you know of anyone in our congregation who is in need? Please let us know. Do you have a 

novel idea for serving? Suggestions always welcome! These unique times call for unique and clever ways of 

solving problems and getting things accomplished. Now, more than ever, we need people who can think out-

side the proverbial box. As believers in Christ, we can put the fun back in our dysfunctional culture. Let’s seek 

it and find it together.  

va·ca·tion /vāˈkāSH(ə)n/noun 

an extended period of leisure and recreation, especially one spent away from home or in traveling. British 

term: holiday.  

 Did your summer plans get altered? Are you bored with your own home and cooking or even Law-

rence with its heat and humidity? Having cabin fever, but it’s not winter? You’re not alone. All of creation 

needs rest: fields from production and people from their labors. Why is it needed? Crop land needs rest to 

have its nutrients replenished. If not fallowed, the soil will not be able to produce (see Leviticus 25: 1-7). Peo-

ple need rest to relieve stress and improve mental health, lower their blood pressure and cortisol (stress hor-

mone that causes belly fat), increase productivity/creativity, reduce burn-out, and improve relationships (see 

Exodus 33:14, Psalm 62:1, and Matthew 11:28-30). If you found yourself unable to travel as abroad-ly as you 

had hoped, here’s some ideas for creating your ideal “stay-cation”: 
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Choose a country or a culture, then decorate, cook, and play their music. 

For example, imagine a trip to Italy: decorate with pictures or posters from 

the region, bake a lasagna, and play music with lots of mandolins. Maybe 

the American south – gather umbrellas and dress in your finest, make fried 

catfish and okra, and play Dixieland jazz. To the north – wear your rain gear, 

enjoy a lobster dish and listen to the Boston Symphony. Perhaps the Carib-

bean – use bright colors, make red beans and rice with pork, and play steel 

drum music. Remember Ed and Melissa Swanson in Oaxaca – display 

pottery and woven blankets, make quesadillas with Oaxaca cheese, and 

dance to mariachi music. The possibilities are endless.   

Re-visit a past vacation. Was it at the beach? Throw beach towels and 

chairs around the room and play surfer music. Was it to the mountains? Put 

on your hiking gear and have a picnic. Did you attend a graduation, wed-

ding, or other occasion? Pull out the photo albums and reminisce.  

Day trip it. Check out the scenic by-ways of the Flint Hills. Go fishing in one 

of the numerous reservoirs in the area. Cruise the old town squares of Paola 

or Garnett.  

Remember, this is only temporary suffering, and it’s not because of our 

commitment to Christ. It’s just an interruption in our accustomed norms. 

However, our responses and reactions to the difficulties reflect our true na-

ture. We’re still being refined and, “I consider that our present sufferings are 

not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” Romans 8:18-21. 

So, let’s have some fun out there! Send us a postcard or your “slideshows” so we can all enjoy what you did 

or where you went and we can put them in next month’s newsletter.  

In His name, 

Hyacinth Self, Elder Chair/Road Warrior 



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 
Greetings from the Personnel Board, 

At our August meeting the Personnel Board completed its initial review of both the FCC Constitution and the 

FCC By-Laws.  On September 8, we will take a final look at the changes for consistency and clarity.  Our plan 

is to have the final copy available to the membership soon so that everyone will have plenty of time to 

review it.  Please continue to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in this process so that we are in tune 

with God’s direction for First Christian Church. 

In October, we will hold a meeting to talk about the changes and answer questions.  The type of meeting (in

-person, ZOOM or a combination) will depend upon the COVID situation.  

Thanks to everyone who submitted input.  It helped to have your thoughts and ideas as we considered what 

changes should be made to these documents. 

Stay Safe, 

Christine Winters, Personnel Board Chair 

personnelboard@fcclawrence.org   



WORSHIP 
 What have we been singing at First Christian this summer? 

“All Hail the Power” – Currently, there may not be a more appropriate 

song, certainly no more appropriate a theme, than honoring, magnifying, 

lifting up the Name above all names…Jesus. We sang other songs with a very 

similar message (but very different genres of music), “There’s Something 

About That Name” and “What a Beautiful Name” it is. “At the 

Name of Jesus” we bow our knee, as will every knee on heaven and earth. 

We need Jesus in our lives and in our world and so we sang, “Jesus is All 

the World to Me.”  

Declaring that we refuse to just talk and sing about justice and mercy, but 

rather that our worship will have “hands” and “feet,” we sang, “Fade With 

Our Voices” and “We are Called to be God’s People.” “The Way” 

and “The Stand” reminded us that in every circumstance of life, Jesus is the Way, Truth, and Life, and we will 

abandon any other hope besides the Hope we have in him.  

We’ve sung “The Love of God,” “Your Love Never Fails,” and “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” We 

prayed to God that we live such lives that those who come behind us “Find Us Faithful.” We sang to each 

other, and reminded one another that we stand on “The Solid Rock” and in the midst of all this year’s trials, 

“The Battle Belongs to the Lord.” The Lord God is a “Good, Good Father” and a “Firm Founda-

tion.” “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go,” I can rest my weary soul in you. “Great is the Lord!” He is 

an “Everlasting God!” “I Will Follow” him. I will “Trust and Obey.” “How Can I Keep From Sing-

ing” his praise? 

“Blessed Be Your Name,” Lord! You hear our cries and you answer us in perfection and in your great mer-

cy. We are blessed to worship you! You have turned our mourning into dancing! “This is How We Over-

come!” 

 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

We are zooming in FCC’s Children’s Ministry! It was wonderful to see the 

sweet faces of the kids on our ZOOM meeting and those who could 

attend seemed healthy and happy. In spite of the inevitable tech and 

human malfunctions (the human being = me), we got to sing some songs 

from our song box and catch up with each other by answering the 

questions, “What was your favorite thing you did this summer?”, and 

“What have you missed the most?” Seeing friends and family was the #1 

thing they miss most. As humans (young and old), we need each other. 

In God’s design, relationships are vital to our happiness. So, it’s good to 

be reminded that we’re not alone and someone loves us.  

Our online video Bible lessons continue. We walked through the amazing 

story of Joseph and now we are into the book of Exodus and the story of 

Moses. God worked through both of these men from their childhoods 

through their entire lives to bring about His will. How can we be God’s 

tools in this world in times as these? 

Something to ponder… 

In God’s mighty hand, 

Jennifer Boyle, FCC Children’s Ministry Director 



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  

 The Giving Tree Preschool staff is looking forward to beginning our new school year.  We have missed 

our preschool friends and are eager for their return.  We have children who are returning for another year of 

preschool as well as new families. The children are always excited to make new friends, participate in music 

and movement, enjoy making art projects, learning letters and numbers, and hearing daily Bible stories.   

The Giving Tree will be taking preventative measures to keep all children and staff safe and healthy based 

upon guidance and recommendations from KDHE, CDC and local health officials.  We will continue to update 

our plans and procedures as needed throughout the school year.  Health and safety is an utmost priority as 

we navigate through the current pandemic.   

School begins the week of September 7th.  We have a few openings still available in our M/W/F AM and T/TH 

AM sessions.  If you have family or friends with preschool age children, please share the news of our wonder-

ful preschool.  Brochures are available in the FCC Fellowship Hall with our contact information.  The Giving 

Tree provides a faith-based environment to grow, explore, discover, and promotes school readiness using fun 

and innovative techniques.  Come check us out! 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 

785-838-3668 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

www.lawrencepreschool.com   
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