
 The pages of the calendar have turned to October. That means that 

playoff baseball has arrived–albeit in a very strange way in a very strange 

season, and without the participation of my beloved Royals. It means that 

retail stores are trying to persuade me that I should celebrate a day dedicat-

ed to evil by buying stuff and decorating my house so that instead of re-

flecting the effort and money we’ve invested into it, it looks like an aban-

doned shack. I remain unpersuaded, since I like the way our house looks, I 

don’t like to be manipulated for someone else’s benefit, and I see no reason 

at all to celebrate evil.  It also means that the leaves on our trees have 

turned into my enemies. But it’s not really their fault. And (normally) I don’t 

actually believe that they are waging a personal war against me, my occa-

sional bellowing at the sky notwithstanding. 

 For the leaves are only doing what God has designed for them to do. As the temperatures drop and 

the amount of daylight lessens, photosynthesis and chlorophyll production slows down, and the trees pre-

pare for a season of dormancy. The leaves lose their green color, turn to shades of yellow, brown, orange, or 

flaming red–and treat us to a rich visual explosion of beauty in their dying. Internal processes shut down the 

flow of moisture and nutrients to the leaves, their connection to the branches weakens and eventually 

breaks, and they quietly dance on the wind till they find their way to the ground below. 

 The annual transformation of the leaves offers us another opportunity to ponder what God might say 

to us as he reveals himself through his world and his word. Three things come to mind. 

 (1) The splendor of the autumn leaves points to a Creator, who has made us like himself, and equipped 

us not only to perceive the colors, but to appreciate their beauty. If we are nothing more than the random 

assembling of molecules that managed to survive the evolutionary journey from non-life to dominant spe-

cies, why should there be color? And why should we notice? Why should we regard this annual profligacy of 

artistry with delight, even anticipating its arrival with joy? But if we are created in God’s image, endowed 

with the capacity to recognize and respond to beauty, then the display of his majesty and aesthetic excel-

lence resonates within us, and serves to remind us that he has made all of this for us–and us for himself. 
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 (2) The dying of the autumn leaves points to the brevity of our own 

lives, and to the fast-approaching terminus that will mark the end of our sea-

son of flourishing. Was spring really so long ago? Wasn’t it just yesterday 

when buds sprouted, almost imperceptibly, and bare branches quickly flung 

out their glorious foliage? The time of our youthful greening, when we ea-

gerly embraced growth and stretched out as far as we could see–how has 

that time faded so quickly? But all around us are the signs that we are rush-

ing to a sudden end. And nothing will prolong our journey. If this life is all 

there is, then the desire for life that burns within us is a cruel and mocking 

voice and bitter rage is all that is left us once we’ve awakened to the reality 

that death is coming. But if we were created for eternity, and this life is but 

the first stage, then death is not final. And if Christ has overcome death itself, and we are joined to him, then 

the brevity of our time here is not the full measure of what it means to be alive, and greater flourishing lies 

ahead. 

 (3) The ravishing beauty of the dying autumn leaves points to the cross, where God in Christ turned 

ashes into glory, transforming defeat into victory, and showing us how to live in a way that displays the good-

ness and beauty of the kingdom of God. There is a natural beauty in the green of a forest. It is rich, hearten-

ing, serene, strong. It quietly, almost surreptitiously, calms and refreshes the senses and the mind. The life it 

displays gives us both peace and joy, and stirs us, encouraging us forward. But the raucous explosion of au-

tumn color is a beauty of an entirely different kind. The artistry of nature’s dying thrills and invigorates, even 

as it warns of the coming of winter. It bursts upon us, grasps us by the throat, demands our attention, and 

then suddenly subsides with a whispered farewell. If Jesus was only a great teacher, who showed us a better 

way to live and left us his example, then the cross was a tragedy, an awful mistake that has left humanity the 

poorer for our loss. But if Jesus was God incarnate, who willingly took on himself the sin of the world in order 

to relieve us of our guilt and reconcile us to the Father, then the cross has become the most wonderful and 

beautiful of emblems, and the death of the Son of God the ultimate display of God’s love for us and our mod-

el for how to live.  

 And let’s not forget this as well: Since we’re all going to come to the end of our life on this earth at 

some point, let’s not live in fear of that day, but resolve to flourish as God gives us strength, and leave this 

life, dancing, and in full color! 

Dancing with you in the leaves, 

Pastor Barry  
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Greetings from your Trustees, 

 The ramp walls are proceeding; slowly but beautifully. They will be awesome when completed. In Sep-

tember, the panic bar exit on the north door was replaced and the steps have been repaired. On October 5, 

the outside painting will begin. This is the last of the projects we brought to you a year ago. 

As with all buildings, there is always something that needs to be repaired. A very aged sump pump in the 

LINK area failed last Sunday during the huge rain we got. This mechanical failure flooded the LINK area.  

Thankfully, it was brought to our attention immediately and the sump pump has already been replaced.  

Thank you to all who spent time helping clean up the water.  

We have consistently had leaks in the gathering area to the west of the fellowship hall. The roofing contrac-

tor has tried additional fixes, but roof leaks are exceedingly difficult to track down. We think there is possibil-

ity that the water is seeping in through the brick, so we are going to waterproof the outside brick area to re-

move any chance of that being the cause. 

Financially, at the end of August our contributions exceeded our expenses $2,906.65. For the year, we are 

$28,230.04 to the good. In addition, we moved a total of $5,596.61 (YTD) from designated money to cover 

the Children’s Ministry salary and Worship Ministry costs. This is exceptionally good news since we will need 

at least that much to cover our ongoing maintenance costs, pay our loan payment, and set aside some funds 

for other deferred maintenance. Thank you very much for your faithful and continued support. A piece of 

good news is that the Giving Tree received two grants which will cover most of their deficit caused by COVID 

closings. 

In our last meeting we started planning our stewardship campaign. Most people find budgets boring so we 

will try to make it as exciting as possible for you. Look forward to blurbs in the bulletin and newsletters and 

who knows what else we will dream up for you as you prayerfully ponder your commitment for the coming 

year. Another item on the agenda was the potential new board nominations. As our new by-laws state, we 

will have these names to you by November 1. 

Your Trustee Board 



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 
Hello Church Family, 

Your participation, comments, and questions in the September 20 Question and Answer session were very 

impressive. I genuinely appreciate how engaged you are in this process. 

 

We plan to discuss the following issues and questions you brought up in our next meeting and provide 

feedback to you by email and/or the newsletter. 

 

• The wording in the Constitution (Section IV. Membership) and the By-Laws (Section III A. Establishment 

of Membership) are conflicting. We will correct to ensure consistency. 

• Provide more clarity to virtual membership. 

• Add additional verbiage to NOT allow a member to serve on both Elder and Trustee Board at the same 

time. 

• Active membership – How many times a year does someone need to attend to qualify as active? 

• Does the congregation vote and approve changes to doctrine once the Elders take/change a theological 

stance?  

 

During our meeting, we will also be preparing for the Pastor’s annual review, discussing the Pastor’s 

contract for 2021, and working on staff compensation recommendations to submit to the Trustees for 

consideration in the 2021 budget.  

 

If you have thoughts on any of these agenda items, please email personnelboard@fcclawrence.org before 

our October 13 meeting. 

Please continue to pray that we will clearly hear the Holy Spirit’s guidance as we continue through this 

process. 

Christine Winters, Personnel Board Chair  
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Give Your Lives to God 

Romans 12:1 New Century Version (NCV) 
“12 So brothers and sisters, since God has shown us great mercy, I beg you to 
offer your lives as a living sacrifice to him. Your offering must be only for God 
and pleasing to him, which is the spiritual way for you to worship.” 
 

 Of course we do a lot of singing, praying, Scripture reading, and 

preaching. Of course we take Communion weekly and spend time fellow-

shipping. But we worship in other ways…some of those ways come across in 

these pictures…and it got me to thinking. 

We worship the Lord in spirit and truth when we… 

 

WORSHIP 

1.  …rake leaves, cut down dead trees and 

cut out dead limbs from other trees, dig 

out weeds, and sweep up sidewalks at 

the church building. 



2.  …enjoy a meal together…

especially pizza! 

3.  …write a note of encouragement to 

someone we miss seeing at church. 

4.  …call a Christian brother or sister to see how 

they’re doing and if they need anything. 

5.  …fully rely on Him to see us through every single 

challenge this world can present.  

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader 

WORSHIP 

Colossians 3:17 New International Version (NIV) 

“17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 

do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.” 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 Are you wondering what you are going to do with your celebration

-anxious, candy-desiring, imaginatively-costumed children on October 

31st? No matter if you celebrate the Fall harvest each year or normally go 

house to house braving ghouls on this hallowed October evening, what 

are we to do in this strange year of 2020 to maintain safe distances as well 

as protect those most vulnerable? 

Well, I took to the internet for creative ideas that may be just the ticket 

for your family. 

For those of you who like to get out of the house and make someone’s 

day, how about creating some fun goodie bags to leave on the doorstep of 

some older folks that may be experiencing lonely days? 

Or what about getting neighboring 

families to participate in a costume parade of decorated bikes, 

scooters and strollers to delight young and old in your neighborhood? 

Afterward, each home could provide their own festive table 

(maintaining healthy space) with treats. One man even used a tube to 

create a “candy chute” to pass candy safely into youngsters’ treat bags. 

If you are homebodies, make some pancakes in fun shapes for supper. 

Pull the blinds, turn out the lights and light some candles for a special 

effect. Play games to win treats (i.e.: “Who is best at howling like a 

wolf?” or “Who can make the best scared face?”). Watch a favorite Autumn themed family movie. 

Get creative with a scavenger hunt in the dark with everyone wearing headlamps (just a buck or two in 

Walmart’s camping section). Or how about a fun shaped piñata filled with sweet treats? 

Let your imagination go! Create new and fun memories for your family. Celebrate this beautiful Autumn 

season brought to you by our kind and gracious heavenly Father. 

 

Jennifer Boyle. Children’s Ministry 



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
 The Giving Tree is pleased to announce that we are back in session 

after being closed since mid-March due to the Coronavirus. Our classrooms are 

filled with so much joy and we are happy to be back into a school routine en-

joying the fall season. We have spent the first few weeks learning about the 

colorful world God created, exploring apples and all the fun that comes with 

this beautiful season.   

 

We applied for the COVID-19 Volunteer and Mentor Support Mini-Grant 

through the Kansas Volunteer Commission. We were awarded funds to pur-

chase an Electrostatic Sprayer and Danolyte Disinfectant. A big THANK YOU to 

Sarah Johnson and Kay Emerson for your help and letting us know about this 

grant opportunity. Danolyte has unique properties and is a no-rinse solution 

with no harsh chemicals, harsh fumes or chemical residuals, but is included on the EPA’s approved list as an 

effective disinfectant against COVID-19. Yet is gentle enough to use on toys.  With the use of the Electrostatic 

Sprayer we are able to apply the solution in a manner that attaches evenly to all surfaces. We are thankful to 

have an additional layer of preventative measures incorporated to our daily cleaning procedures to aid in 

keeping all children and staff safe. 



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  

 As part of being a recipient of the COVID-19 Volunteer and Mentor Support Grant we need your help.  

Throughout the month of October, we are asking for individuals to volunteer your time to come by The 

Giving Tree in the afternoon to use the sprayer to apply the solution within our 3 classrooms. The time 

commitment is about 15 minutes and the sprayer is very easy to use. Sign-up times are available from 

12:30-3:00. Please contact me if you are interested in helping us fulfill our volunteer commitment as a 

grant recipient. 

 

 Thank you for your continued prayers for our amazing preschool program!               

 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 

785-838-3668 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

www.lawrencepreschool.com   
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