
 I’m writing this on the eve of a national election, one that may prove 

to be the most contentious in the past century. And I would suggest that it is 

perhaps worth pondering the question, “What happens next?” That is, after 

the network news anchors have broadcast their projected winners and losers 

(before the polls are closed); after all (or most) of the votes are counted; 

after the lawsuits contesting the results have been filed, evaluated, dis-

missed or adjudicated; what will the nation do next? What will we, the 

church, do next? Or, not to put too fine a point on it, what will you and I do 

next? 

 One of the astounding things in the gospel accounts of Jesus’ ministry is how little attention he gave 

to the political conflicts of his day–which were fairly serious and all around him. His relative lack of attention 

wasn’t because those issues were unimportant or inconsequential. It was because he was focused entirely on 

a political conflict that was far more crucial, with far greater stakes–the battle between the kingdom of God 

and the kingdom of darkness.  

 In this tumultuous time in our nation, we need to take seriously the issues that are pressing around 

us. Concerns about injustice, racism, economic barriers, corporate greed, the rule of law, and the role and 

size of government ought to matter to us. So should the issues of personal responsibility, sexual morality, 

ethical standards in business and government, stewardship of creation, and the right to life for the unborn. 

And let us not forget about the importance of civil discourse, personal character, integrity and honesty, and 

respect for others, especially for one’s political opponents. Love of neighbor, near and far, is still our duty. 

 But resolving complex issues in a diverse and divided society remains a painful and painstaking effort 

to reach an elusive goal. The process can wear out the best of intentions in the best of us. 

 I have no grand answers of how to achieve satisfactory goals for any of those political and social prob-

lems, nor any illusions that anyone is seeking my wisdom on the questions! But I offer this to those of you 

who call First Christian Church your spiritual home: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be added to you.” 
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 Whatever the results of tomorrow’s election are (whenever that 

might be determined!), one thing remains unchanged. The occupant in the 

White House may change. The parties that control one or both of the houses 

of Congress may change. The names of the various legislators may change. 

The mood of the nation, the legislative agenda, the social and moral inclina-

tion of the culture–all of that can change. But one thing does not change. 

 Jesus is still Lord. And that means that we, his followers, still have a 

king. He still rules over his kingdom. And we are still fighting the darkness in 

his name. If we seek his kingdom above everything–above our political opin-

ions, above our fears about cultural shifts, above our preferences and desires 

for a certain standard of living and a particular way of life–then he promises to provide all that we will need 

(and more!) “Rejoice, the Lord is King!”  

 
Going forward, together with you, 
Pastor Barry  
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 At the October trustee meeting we reviewed 2020 FCC financial status as of September 
30. Revenue for the year totaled $204,027 and expenses were $192,577 for a net gain of 
$11,450. In addition, $6,027 was transferred from designated funds for general operating 
expenses. 
 
 The repair and renovation projects which began early this spring are nearing comple-
tion. Two projects including exterior painting on upper areas of the church and completion of 
repairs on the ramp walls are still in progress but a few days of favorable weather should 
allow completion. To finance all the approved repairs, a loan of $170,000 was secured from 
Central Bank of Midwest. We now project the need to draw $153,000 on the loan to com-
plete the projects. We do have a fund designated for facility related expenses. Those wanting 
to make a designated contribution for payment on the $153,000 loan can do so by giving to 
the facility fund. 
 
The trustees extend appreciation to the congregation for their continued faithful support for 
the ministries at FCC. 
 
 
Jim Congrove, Trustee Chair 



FROM THE ELDERS 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 

Hello church family. Your Elder board met on Tuesday, October 6th and will do so again on Wednesday, 

November 7th for our regularly scheduled meeting. We discussed the new Missions Advisory board and other 

projects and budgeting ideas as well as planning for the annual meeting. Lisa Rundell presented the idea of 

setting up a time around the worship service in order for folks who are attending in person to give an on-

camera greeting to those folks who are unable to attend. If you’d like to be a part of this, please see Steve 

Nicolai or another member of the Worship Sound team. If you have any other ideas for keeping our church 

family connected, please let us know.  

 We will also be having a short meeting Wednesday, October 28th to finalize the list of candidates for 

the board to be elected at our annual meeting, which will be held on Sunday November 15th. Mark your 

calendars with all of these very important dates so that you can be in prayer for your current Elders: Jim Self, 

Aaron Lathrom, Lisa Rundell, Hyacinth Self, Paul Studebaker, Jim Chapin, and Pastor Barry, as well as your 

future Elder board members, including Aaron Lathrom and Lisa Rundell who will be continuing their service 

for another 2 years. Feeling the nudge of the Holy Spirit? There’s still time to volunteer or nominate someone 

for this vital and spiritually rewarding leadership role.  

 There’s a catch-phrase that’s been tossed back and forth a lot lately in the media: “Elections have 

consequences”. While it may be a true statement, it shouldn’t be used as a weapon, nor should those 

consequences be vitriol, angst, and depression. With all the steadily accumulating stress of dealing with the 

virus, the current political climate, work, and a host of other issues we pile on ourselves in our broken world, 

I must confess I’ve been drained. Note the missing newsletter article last month. Yes, even I have to admit my 

weaknesses and hit the proverbial wall that brings me to my knees, where I should have been all along. 

Maybe that would have saved me some of that angst. Years ago, in the history of our church, we had a mem-

ber who was a very talented pianist. She, along with a local singing group, decided to host a concert in our 

sanctuary. I was privileged to be a part of that program, performing 

Cheri Keaggy’s “Lay it Down”. Here’s a selection of lines: 

“If you are empty and have nothing to give 
You’re discontented by the way that you live 
Or maybe you find it so hard to forgive 
Why don’t you lay it down? 
 
Cause there’s a source of help in every need 
There’s a place to dwell down on your knees 
And if I could tell you how to find peace  
You’ve got to lay it down. 
 
It’s things like pride and anger and bitter seeds 
They rob us of our freedom and keep us from peace 
But through things like love and patience and a forgiving heart 
That’s where the healing can start 
God won’t let go of your heart…” 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Need to Breathe wrote a tune with the same message for us: 

“All you sinners and the weak at heart 
All the helpless on the boulevards 
Wherever you are now whatever evil you've found 
Bring all of your troubles come lay 'em down.” 

So, no matter the outcome of the country’s elections, or even our church’s, the looming virus, or any other of 

life’s trials you’re waiting and anxious to get past, be at peace. There’s still an all-powerful source of help for 

our EVERY need. As we’ve been learning from our recent sermon series, we have each other as believers, our 

Bibles to study and plant in our hearts, our history and our ability to reason to reassure us that God is our 

strength, not we ourselves alone. For this and so many other reasons, I may be occasionally downcast and 

thwarted in my effectiveness, but never without hope. I will say, “But now, Lord, what do I look for? My hope 

is in you.” Psalm 39:7, which is why I sing: 

“My hope is in you, Lord, all the day long 
I won’t be shaken by drought or storm 
A peace that passes understanding is my song and I sing 
My hope is in you, Lord.”   Aaron Shust 
 

So grateful and thankful for all of you, 

Hyacinth Self, Elder Chair 



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 
Greetings Church Family, 

 Most of you have already received information about the candidates who have agreed to allow their 

names to be submitted to fill the vacancies on the 2021 Elder and Trustee Boards. However, to ensure we 

have reached everyone, I want to include them in the newsletter also.  

 The candidates for the Elder Board (3-year term) are Bob Eisele, and David Nanne. The Elder Board 

candidates willing to serve an additional 2-year term are Aaron Lathrom, and Lisa Rundell. The candidates 

for the Trustee Board (3-year term) are Hugh Rundell, JR Neutel, and Steve Nicolai. The Trustee Board candi-

date willing to serve an additional 1-year term is David Aikens. Biographies are available for some of these 

candidates. If you need a copy, please contact the church office. We will be voting on these candidates and 

the September 8 proposed Constitutional changes in our annual meeting. Information will be provided 

shortly about how to vote if you are an active member and will not be able to attend the November 15 

annual meeting in person. 

 Much of our October meeting was spent discussing questions and comments from the September 15 

Q&A session. The Personnel Board is not recommending any changes to the constitution in addition to the 

September 8 proposed changes. However, we did make a couple of changes to the By-Laws.   

• The By-laws were changed to ensure Establishment of Membership agrees with the Constitution. 

• Clauses were added to the by-laws stating that elected and appointed leaders must be active members 

and that a member may not serve on both the Trustee and Elder board at the same time. 

The approved By-laws are posted to the FCC website. 

In our November meeting we will focus on preparing for the annual meeting, and the Pastor’s contract for 

2021 and review process. I hope to see you there. 

Christine Winters, Chair of the Personnel Board 



WORSHIP 

the midst of a nation in turmoil. 

I'm thankful that God is faithful, 

loving, and just. His promises are 

true. I'm thankful for answered 

prayers. These are just a few the 

things that I’m thankful for." 

Roxanne writes: "I’m so thankful for life and breath. For the changing of the 

seasons and how it reminds me of God’s plan of salvation. I'm thankful for the 

love of family and friends and thankful for a place to worship and praise God in 



WORSHIP 

Jennifer and Greg are thankful for their 

grandson, Coen, born in Austin, Texas on 

May 13, 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Greg and Jennifer are thankful for 

each other and feel blessed to be in 

Lawrence, Kansas with family, church, 

and the Jayhawks. 

Michael Shaw is thankful for the Pinckney 

Neighborhood carnival, held in the hospital 

parking lot. The woman wearing the 

pumpkin plastic bag is Mary Ann Stewart, 

their neighbor, and she is standing with 

Anne. He chose it because just a few days 

ago, he mentioned to Anne that he thought 

they have been blessed with their neighbors. 



WORSHIP 

Kay is thankful 

for her husband, 

Cody, and for 

their children, 

Hendrix and 

Remi. 

I'm very thankful for Denny, God's gift to me 

for over 53 years! And for our girls and their 

growing families. I'm also thankful for the 

opportunity to bless my church family 

through my music.-- Judy 



WORSHIP 

Hyacinth is thankful for puppies! 

Hyacinth is thankful for her 
husband, Jim, and for fun 
places to visit.   

Merry is thankful for her children's silly Daddy. 

Merry is thankful for family… 

and for snow. 

May you have a blessed thanksgiving season, 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader  



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Colossians 3:17 

“Whatever you do in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving THANKS to God the Father through Him.” 

What are you thankful for this year? What do you appreciate? 

What is there to be grateful for in your life? 

Just turning our hearts and minds toward the many blessings we enjoy, 

gives us lighter burdens, blissful attitudes and a childlike joy. 

So, what are we thankful for? 

Sydney is thankful for her cat.  

Brothers Hendrix and Remi are 

thankful for each other.  



During this season of Thanksgiving, ask yourself, “What am I thankful for?” 

You might be surprised! 

 

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

The Nanne kids are thankful for fun family bike rides.  



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
 When I think of November, the first word that comes to my mind is 

THANKFUL. Though the current year of 2020 has not been a typical year for 

any one of us, it is important to pause and thank God for all the good that has 

been provided to us even throughout the pandemic. We have much to be 

thankful for, but the good is often overshadowed by the difficult times and we 

get caught up in the “ick” of life and overlook all of the beauty that surrounds 

us daily on our journey of life. I personally have had to hit pause at several 

points this year and reflect on all that God has provided to me and my family. 

I have much to be thankful for and continue to trust God to guide me. As a 

Christian, what an amazing strength we have in knowing God loves and cares 

for us.  

 

God also continues to bless our preschool program. This year has been full of hardships for many small busi-

nesses locally and throughout our country. The Giving Tree program has been a successful ministry of FCC for 

44 years, but the financial impact of having to close down in March was significant and as Director, it brought 

forth great concern. I continually prayed for God to guide me in ways to protect our preschool program and 

our amazing staff. God paved the way for us to apply for another grant and in August my prayers for guid-

ance were answered. We applied for The Small Business Working Capital Grant (State of Kansas CARES Funds

-SPARK) which we recently received a check for $20,000.00 to help off-set our operating deficit. God is truly 

good and provided us with a much-appreciated blessing.     

 

Throughout November, the teachers and I are looking forward to sharing what it means to give thanks and be 

thankful as we approach the Thanksgiving holiday. This season provides us ample opportunities to learn 

about kindness, friendship and how God made each child special in his/her own way.  Sharing God’s love 

through play, music, literature and Bible stories within our daily curriculum is such a blessing and brings with 

it much joy as a teacher.  Our faith-based environment promotes school readiness allowing children to grow, 

explore, and discover, and for that, I am especially thankful. 

          

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 

785-838-3668 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

www.lawrencepreschool.com   

mailto:julie@fcclawrence.org
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