
 I love almost everything about Christmas. Christmas cookies are a 

particular favorite, especially the ones my mom always made: Spritz, frosted 

sugar cookies (from Grandma Feeney’s recipe), and matrimonial squares. 

(There’s more than a spiritual reason for why I need to start the new year 

with three weeks of fasting.)  

 

But I love Christmas music even more than Christmas cookies. I have long 

believed that much of the very best music in the Western tradition could be 

listed under the category of “Christmas music.” Classical music is filled with 

examples–Arcangelo Corelli’s “Christmas Concerto” comes immediately to 

mind, along with J. S. Bach’s “Christmas Oratorio,” and of course, Georg Frie-

drich Handel’s masterpiece, “Messiah.” Choral music, both sacred and popular, overflows with fantastic piec-

es for Christmas. Without even bothering to think for more than a few seconds, I think of the Alfred Burt car-

ols, composed for his family; of Benjamin Britten’s “This Little Babe;” of the Fred Waring arrangement of “The 

Night Before Christmas.” Popular music adds its own set of favorites: I grew up hearing Bing Crosby’s “White 

Christmas” album over and over every Christmas in our house. It’s as ingrained in my expectation of “normal” 

Christmas as the tunes and lyrics are ingrained in my memory.  

 

When I think of Christmas music, there are so many favorites streaming through my memory–far more than I 

can list without leaving out something notable (almost like Christmas cookies!). I could fill multiplied hours 

without growing weary of hearing them played. That said, I must confess that I’m not especially enamored of 

the playlists on the radio stations that broadcast Christmas tunes 24/7 beginning after Thanksgiving. But even 

there, I can often find enjoyable moments with familiar songs that carry the feel of the season and summon 

up recollections of special times and fond memories of beloved people. 

 

This year, maybe more than any year in recent memory, we ache for the return of those warm, familiar sur-

roundings of traditions, music, cookies, and being with those we love.  

 

For I've grown a little leaner, grown a little colder, 

Grown a little sadder, grown a little older; 

And I need a little angel sitting on my shoulder; 

We need a little Christmas now. 

 

For we need a little music, need a little laughter, 

Need a little singing ringing through the rafter 

And we need a little snappy “Happy ever after” 

We need a little Christmas now. 
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 The richest music of Christmas, though, does more than just remind 
us of pleasant times and things we love. The richest Christmas music opens 
up the heart of God to us and lays before the unfathomable mystery of the 
miracle of Christmas–the Incarnation. The infinite God, creator of all that is, 
who is neither confined by or limited to the created realm, but contains the 
universe within the bounds of his own choosing; the blessed Trinity of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Eternal One–that God chose to become hu-
man and live among us in order to save us.  

 

 

And so we have the story, told to us in verse and song. A virgin. A carpenter. A hard journey, forced upon 

them by a rapacious emperor in need of more taxes. A humble birth, marked by angelic choirs and despised 

shepherds. A visit by strangers from afar, bearing expensive gifts, fit for a king. A baby boy. Messiah, the Lord. 

Immanuel–God with us. 

 

The old music is wonderful. New music continues to be composed–and some of it will also be wonderful, and 

amazing. I’m looking forward to hearing and humming and singing along with all of it. Most of all, though, I’m 

grateful for the chance, once again, to ponder the incomprehensible mystery that has become the rock on 

which I stand, the reason to celebrate in the midst of winter with beautiful music: a Son is given, Christ has 

come, God is with us. 

 

Merry Christmas to all, and to all, good night! 

 

Singing with you, 

 

Pastor Barry 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 I am writing this on Sunday afternoon after watching worship service on the internet in the morning. 

Based on recommendations by health officials, for those our age, Dorothy and I are making an effort to avoid 

gatherings. I know many others in our congregation are doing the same. We are praying an effective vaccine 

will be available soon and we’ll be able to safely gather again. 

 

It is a blessing to have worship available on the internet. I hope many of you are able to participate. This 

morning’s production was outstanding with beautiful music led by the worship team and an inspiring sermon 

from Pastor Barry. These productions could not be successful without our tech team which includes volun-

teers Steve Nicolia, Hugh Rundell, Mike Bowman and Bob Eisele. If you haven’t been tuning in on Sunday 

mornings, I encourage you to do so next week. 

 

The trustees met November 24 for their monthly meeting. We reviewed the financial reports which show 

that church revenues have exceeded expenses by $18,772.80 as of October 31. The trustees are grateful for 

the faithful financial support by the congregation even during these difficult times. 

 

The ongoing outside building repairs are nearing completion. As reported in a previous news letter, we bor-

rowed $153,000 to cover the costs. I am pleased to report that the investment account at Christian Church 

Foundation has performed well in recent months. The trustees decided it was prudent to take $75,000 from 

the investment account to pay on the loan. This will leave a loan balance of $78,000. 

 

Jim Congrove, Trustee Chair 



FROM THE ELDERS 
 Greetings from your Elder Board. We met by Zoom on Wednesday, 

November 4th to discuss recommendations for missions’ funds use, 

upcoming holiday planning, and ongoing building use options. We will meet 

again on Tuesday, December 1st to welcome our newly elected 

Elders: Bob Eisele and David Nanne, and to bid farewell to those who have 

completed their terms: Barb Copple, Hyacinth Self, Jim Self, and Paul Stu-

debaker.    

“Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to 

hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins 

have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:1-2 

The year of our Lord 2020: the year of separation. We’ve been home-bound, 

quarantine, restricted in our activities, even the manner in which we wor-

ship. As bad as it’s been removed from one another, imagine being so with 

God: lost and disconnected from Him. That is what sin does: it 

separates us from the relationship and all the blessing, hope, and comfort 

that relationship affords us. Although it may not be our own personal sins 

that brought on this virus, (see John 9:1-3), there is certainly opportunity for 

God’s glory to be revealed in it. Separated from each other physically, we 

have had to be clever and creative in how we show His love to each other 

and those around us—in how we are His hands and feet. Being separated from loved ones has given us a re-

newed sense of the value and blessing they are to us. 

Here’s some good news: we are privileged to live in a time where we have the benefit of history to know that 

from the beginning of creation, God has had a plan all along. He has provided the remedy for that cursed 

separation: the Messiah, Christ Jesus, His one and only begotten Son, whose birth in human form we are 

beginning once again to celebrate. Do you remember what it was like before you knew and loved God? 

Would you ever want to go back to that life of emptiness? Realize that there are so many out there that don’t 

have this gift, don’t even know that it’s available. This Christmas, what ways can you think of to share this 

most precious gift? It’s the best one you could ever give.  



FROM THE ELDERS 
 “I’ll have a blue Christmas without you, I’ll be so blue just thinking 

about you…” Billy Hayes and Jay W. Johnson 

Our cherished holiday is most likely going to be different this year, thanks to 

the pandemic. Many honored traditions may have to be set aside and we 

may not get to spend time with friends and family. That’s life! Change is inev-

itable. Think of all the feasts and festivals of old that are no longer celebrated 

(Leviticus 23). Ever heard of Lammas Day (August 1st – get out your bread-

making recipes) or Evacuation Day (shares the day with St. Patrick’s festivi-

ties on March 17th)? I hadn’t either, but it just serves to show you how cul-

tures and what they value and celebrate has changed over the years. So, be 

flexible and patient. Start new traditions! Let go of that which entangles and 

embrace that which brings life. For now, we still must live in a broken and 

decaying world, but know and receive this assurance as my gift to you:   

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39 

This church has been a blessing to me for many, many years. I’m so 

grateful for the love and support I have been so generously given and I’m 

looking forward to the path God has called us to in great hope and anticipation.   

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

Amen. 

Hyacinth Self, 2020 Elder Chair 



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 
Greetings Church Family, 

The Personnel Board spent their November meeting preparing for the annual meeting on November 15.  

During this restricted gathering times, it was a challenge to be able to allow as many of our ACTIVE mem-

bers to vote.  Our first try at electronic voting had a few snafus but I think we have??? most of them worked 

out. Thank you to everyone who voted either electronically or by paper ballot. 

 

The congregation approved the changes to the constitution.  The approved version is being or probably al-

ready is on our website thanks to Sarah Johnson who does a wonderful job as webmaster.  To be sure you 

are looking at the most current version look for “Approved by Congregation on November 15, 2020” in the 

lower left corner. 

 

Our thanks and appreciation for their service go out to the board members ending their terms on December 

31, 2020.  The Elders ending their terms are Barb Copple, Hyacinth Self, and Jim Self.  The Elder Emeriti end-

ing their terms are Jim Chapin and Paul Studebaker.  The Trustees ending their terms are Christine Winters, 

Jim Congrove, and Paul Studebaker. 

 

I am excited and pleased to announce that Bob Eisele and David Nanne will be joining Aaron Lathrom, Lisa 

Rundell, and Pastor Barry on the Elder Board (responsible for Spiritual Leadership) on January 1, 2021.  The 

new Trustees (responsible for Finance and Facilities Leadership) on that same date will be Hugh Rundell, JR 

Neutel, and Steve Nicolai.  They will be joining Mike Bowman, Tom Puckett, and David Aikens.  Thank you, 

Dave, for being willing to stay another year and to see our repair projects through to completion.  The 

boards will decide if they are going to have Emeriti and I am sure they will let you know who they are. 

 

Please continue to pray for all the leadership of First Christian that we may hear and follow God’s instruc-

tions. 

 

Christine Winters, Chair of the Personnel Board 



WORSHIP 
 The end of the year 2020 is nigh. Most of us will say, “Hallelujah!” 

Many would also likely say, “Good riddance!” However, I’m sure there are 

many great lessons learned from this year; lessons that God purposefully 

taught the world, His children, and His church. As I write this article, the band 

is prepared to offer the song, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” during church 

service on Sunday, November 29th, the first Sunday of Advent. For hundreds 

of years, people of God, most of whom were oppressed, enslaved, and often 

fearful for their lives from day to day, cried out, “Deliver us, o, Lord!” They 

were awaiting the Messiah, their Savior, Redeemer, and King, to come and 

deliver them from their captivity. There continue to be many Christians 

throughout the world in captivity who suffer oppression and fear for their 

lives from day to day. Many of them cry out with a different 

perspective…an eternal perspective…a Second Coming perspective…”Lord, 

come quickly.” 

Another song the band offered recently was “He Will Come and Save You.” This offers a similar, but different, 

thought on Jesus coming. It’s not the physical coming and presence of Jesus that occurred 2,000 years ago. 

It’s also not the Second Coming. But it is the spiritual coming and presence of the Lord in your life when you 

call on Him. Why would you call on Him? The lyrics suggest you would call on Him because you are fearful 

and in need of strength, broken-hearted and losing your faith. Now if I had a vote on when the Second Com-

ing of Christ would occur, I would vote today! However, my “sight” is quite limited, so I am ever so grateful 

that is the Lord’s decision. So, I need, and you need, the Lord to come and save us day to day. The challenges 

of 2020 may be enough to make many throw up their hands in despair, frustration, and defeat and say, “I’m 

done.” But I challenge you, Christian, and I challenge me, to seek the Lord’s presence and guidance daily, to 

learn from the lessons that have been new, strange, and unpleasant this year, and to serve all people with 

our giftedness, but also serve as best we can wherever we may be needed.  

All glory to God in the Highest! He is our Help in the past, present, and future.  Come, Lord…amen. 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

  
 December affords us a special time set aside to celebrate our 

compassionate God coming to earth as a little human. Hard to imagine. 

God became earthbound, born in an animal shelter, and sleeping in a feed 

trough. Again…hard to imagine. 

So, when as adults, we have a difficult time wrapping our minds around 

one of the most important events in history; how do we share this reality 

with our kids? 

 



Just some thoughts… 

*Focus on “the reason for the season” when doing any Christmas activity 

like baking, listening to music or reading bedtime stories. This goes along 

with the verse in Deut. 11:19 which reminds us to talk about the love of 

God when sitting, walking down the road or lying down. 

*Focus on giving. God gave the best gift, His Son, for us. Encourage your 

kids to think about others during a time of year that can be overshad-

owed by the “what I want for Christmas” mindset.  

*Have a nativity as a centerpiece in your decorating theme, and another 

nativity set the children can play with to process and internalize the story 

of Jesus’ birth. 

*The Christmas story is history. Older kids can find Bethlehem on a map or where the wise men came from 

the East. This really happened! 

My Christmas prayer for your families is for peace to fill your minds, love to massage your hearts and joy to 

radiate in your soul knowing God came for you. 

 

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
 What a wonderful time of year to give thanks for all that our Lord has 

provided.  The Giving Tree classrooms are full of excitement as we approach 

the holiday season.  The Thanksgiving season provided us many opportunities 

to learn what it means to be thankful and think about what is truly special in 

our lives.  Our preschool students celebrated Thanksgiving with our own 

“Friendsgiving.”  We shared a special snack and made turkey hats to wear as 

we celebrated friendship. 

As we prepare to move into December and the Christmas season, we look for-

ward to learning about the letter’s “C” and “J”, decorating Christmas trees, 

working on estimation with jingle bells and wrapping presents in dramatic 

play.  We especially love sharing the Christmas story.   



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
 The Giving Tree Annual Christmas Program has always been a favorite 

tradition for our teachers and preschool families.  In wake of COVID-19, like 

many other traditions, we are having to find other ways to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus through music during the upcoming Christmas season.  Each class has 

been working hard to learn songs to share with our families in a safe manner.  

We plan to video each class singing their part of the program and put it all to-

gether for parents to view at home. 

We make certain that through all the fun and excitement; our focus remains 

on the birth of Jesus and that special night in Bethlehem.  Happy Birthday Je-

sus!   

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and I hope the holiday season brings happiness and good health to your 

family. 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 

785-838-3668 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

www.lawrencepreschool.com   
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