
Dear FCC Family, 

 Let me repeat myself.  “Dear FCC Family”–I want you to hear my 

heart as I say those words to you.  We are First Christian Church.  The build-

ing is not the church, as we know, but must always remind ourselves.  We 

are the church.  And we are a family. Not by birth or marriage (for most of us

–though it is kind of fun to see the generations from a natural family con-

nected and worshiping together in our church).  But by God’s doing, as the 

apostle Paul reminds us, we have become one people, one spiritual family, 

through the marvelous combination of God’s grace and our faith in Jesus 

Christ.  And this family has become dear to us (Mary and me).  Your contin-

ued love and support for me as your pastor; your ongoing welcome of us in-

to your hearts and lives; your frequent expressions of love and kindness have endeared you to us in ways 

that are, frankly, kind of hard to tabulate.  But those expressions continue to encourage us as we look for 

what God is doing in our midst. 

 That is always the question, isn’t it?  What exactly is God up to with us?  If there is anything I’ve 

learned over the decades of my life, it is that the answer to that question is exquisitely elusive.  As a pastor I 

know said once, “Only God knows. And he’s not telling.” 

 Ouch. Really?  Why wouldn’t God tell us such an important thing?  Why would he hide from us such 

vital information?  

 Well, to be fair, I think that my pastor friend has overstated things.  There are many times when God 

does let us know what he is doing, at least in part.  And there are other times when we’re able to discover 

what he is doing, though it takes a little time to get the proper perspective and gain adequate experience to 

really grasp what it is that has happened.  

 For that matter, most of the time we can be certain of one thing that he is doing–he is developing us 

into the people that we need to be.  We may not be able to discern the full picture of what is going on inside 

and around us.  But we can be sure of this: God is always at work, always moving us toward the same end–

conformity to the image of Jesus Christ.  In every situation, every decision, every choice between options, 

every challenge that smacks us in the face and shakes us to the core, God is building his kingdom–in our 

hearts, in our homes, in our families, in our church, in the world.  It is what he does, and he never quits. 
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In the opening to his article in the July/August issue of Christianity Today, 

Timothy Dalrymple quoted two sentences from The Overstory by Richard 

Powers.  When I finally got around to reading that issue recently, those two 

sentences gripped me as they had gripped Mr. Dalrymple. 

“Trees fall with spectacular crashes. But planting is silent and growth is 

invisible.” 

Trees have been crashing around us in spectacular fashion, to be sure.  A 

pandemic.  Economic woes.  An attack on the Capitol.  Personal health crises. 

Deaths of friends or family members.  The shuttering of our lives as we 

shrink into the narrow paths between kitchen and bedroom and bath.  We 

feel the weight of those trees; we miss the solidity that they gave to our 

sense of security.  The changed landscape of life disorients and bothers us.  We want our trees back.  

 But though trees fall quickly, they grow slowly.  And they begin their growth in the aftermath of the 

fire or windstorm or mudslide or earthquake that brought them to the ground.  Seeds sown in silence, that 

grow unnoticed, out of sight to all but the most perceptive, persistently seek for the moisture that will 

strengthen the new roots’ grip on the soil.  Nurtured from the debris that was once a stately symbol of 

strength, those seedlings take root. New life emerges from the seed. Stems give way to branches; leaves and 

buds sprout.  A tree is once more born, with abundant fruit to sustain life around it and seeds to give away 

that more might be planted elsewhere.  

 “Planting is silent and growth is invisible.”  But the God who sees what is done in secret, who himself 

is invisible to the human eye promises that he will build his church, and the forces of darkness will not pre-

vail. He is doing something, something wonderful.  So stay ready and rooted; he will not fail.  

  “[Jesus] also said, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like.  A man scatters seed on the ground.  Night 

and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.  All by it-

self the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head.  As soon as the 

grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.’” (Mark 4:26-29) 

 

Looking confidently to the one who sows the good seed,  

In the year of the Lord’s favor, 

 

Pastor Barry  
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 We welcomed new trustees J. R. Neutel, Steven Nicolai, and Hugh Rundell, joining returnees David 

Aikins, Mike Bowman, and Tom Puckett.  Lisa Hoag, our church administrator continues to serve as a 

non-voting member on the Trustee board, per the revised Bylaws approved last November.  The trustees 

selected Mike Bowman to serve as the Chairman, and Tom Puckett as the Vice-Chairman.  Steve Nicolai was 

selected to serve as the Church Treasurer.  We are grateful to each of the trustees for their devoted service 

to the Lord’s work and to this congregation.  

 We also want to express our appreciation to you for your faithfulness in supporting our church.  Not 

only have you been generous with financial donations, but with your personal service, your faithful attend-

ance (whether in person or online viewing), and your prayer on our behalf.  We depend upon your help and 

are grateful that it is so often and joyfully given. 

 

Thank you, and welcome aboard! 

Spirit Fest 2021 

Disciples Women and friends of local congregations are invited to attend the 2021 virtual Spirit Fest on April 

10 from 9:30 am – 11:30 or April 11 from 2 pm to 4 pm. There is no charge to attend this event.  We are 

pleased to announce Rev. Caroline Hamilton-Arnold, Associate Director, Domestic Disaster Response for 

Week of Compassion, who will be our Keynote Speaker.  The theme for the event is “Serving Joyfully.”  Partic-

ipants will have an opportunity to take part in workshops, worship, fellowship, and communion. Blessing Box 

monies will be dedicated as part of our worship service. For more information and to register, view the regis-

tration form here: http://bit.ly/2020SpiritFest. 

 

Christine Winters 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?KansasDisciplesWomen/8ab86c4d41/8d18e79257/34086496fd


FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 

 The elders met for the first time this year on January 5th.  After 

opening in prayer we voted for your Elder Chair: Lisa Rundell and Elder 

Vice-Chair: Aaron Lathrom.  We are honored to serve in this capacity 

and trust that God will direct us in the ways that we should go.  After a 

review of elder responsibilities/duties and some standard business 

discussion, we spent the bulk of our time talking about and praying that 

God will show us how to keep our church family connected when we 

have been apart for so long.  A couple of ideas we have developed are 

to start hosting some Zoom prayer meetings.  Please take a look at our 

web page and find a time to try this out with us.  You can pray with us 

or ask for specific prayers, the choices are endless.  As each of us 

develop our technology skills, we will be adding more times for these 

meetings.  We also decided to start reaching out and talking to you all! We have divided up the church 

directory and will be calling, emailing, writing . . . to check in with you, see how you are doing and just spend 

some time building each other up.  

 The elders also started out our year, as many of you did, with 21 days of prayer and fasting.  I would 

like to share a little bit about what I believe God has been saying to me during this time. 2020 was quite a 

year.  It was filled with heartaches, quarantines, and unrest.  During this time I have learned to “socially iso-

late” and avoid crowded places (something that as an introvert, I thought would be delightful).  It has left me 

longing for human contact in a way that I could never have imagined.  I miss hearing kids running through the 

halls of the church.  I miss the hugs that many of you offer so freely.  I miss my church family and the feeling 

of being connected to something bigger than myself.  I miss all of you.  One of my favorite scriptures is He-

brews 12:1, “[L]et us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us.”  I have always turned this into an if/then statement: IF (or when) I 

throw off the things that hinder and the sin that entangles, THEN I can run the race marked out for me.  How-

ever, God is telling me to run NOW, dance NOW, reach out and connect NOW!  And along the journey, we 

(God and I) will continue to throw off the things that get in the way.  He is showing me that all of the love, 

acceptance, peace, and joy that I spend my life looking for are already mine, all I have to do is accept it.  A 

quote from The Wizard of Oz: “If I ever go looking 

for my heart’s desire, I won’t have to look any 

further than my own back yard.”  I encourage 

each of you to consider what it is you are needing 

and looking for during this unusual time. Is it 

already in your own back yard?  Jesus left us with 

His Holy Spirit to dwell in us.  We have everything 

we could possibly ever want right in our own 

“back yard.” 

Love and blessings! 

Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 

Introducing your new Personnel Board Members! 

The Personnel Board met January 12, 2021 and elected officers. Sheri Penny, member at large, will serve as 

the chair person. Lisa Rundell, Chair of the elders, will service as the vice-chair.  The other members of the 

board are Tom Puckett, vice-chair of the trustees, Mike Bowman, chair of the trustees, and Aaron Lathrom, 

vice-chair of the elders.  Our main focus in 2021 will be to review the church’s employment policies.  Contact 

one of us with your comments or questions, or email us at personnelboard@fcclawrence.org.  Our next 

meeting is February 9, 2021. 

 

 

Sheri Penny, Personnel Board Chair 



WORSHIP 
 When Judy and I, and sometimes Pastor Barry, select the hymns and 

songs for FCC’s Sunday morning worship services, we do so prayerfully, ever 

hopeful to be guided by the Holy Spirit.  The selections are most often meant 

to complement and coincide with the Scripture(s) and message of the day. 

During the month of January, the primary themes were “The Year of the 

Lord’s Favor” and “God is Good. Knowing God.”  As always, some picks were 

songs or “praise” and “worship.”  Here are a few lyrics that stood out to me 

this past month, and I hope you were blessed and encouraged by them too: 

“When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.” 

“Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; O give me grace to follow, 
my Master and my Friend.” 

“May his favor be upon you and a thousand generations and your family and 
your children and their children and their children.” 

“And all the powers of darkness tremble at what they've just heard.  Because all the powers of darkness can't 
drown out a single word . . . He reigns!” 

“You are my hope, Your promise never fails me and my desire is to follow You forever.  O Lord You have been 
good.  You have been faithful to all generations.  O Lord Your steadfast love and tender mercy have been our 
salvation.  For by Your hand, we have been fed, and by Your Spirit we have been led.” 

“Teach me, Lord, that I may teach the precious things which You impart.” 

“Teach us to love with strength of heart and mind, each and all, humankind.” 

“I want to know You; I want to hear Your voice.  I want to know You more. I want to touch You; I want to see 
Your face.  I want to know You more.” 

“Can you hear there's a new song breaking out from the children of freedom.  Every race and every nation 
sing it out sing a new hallelujah.” 

“Let us sing love to the nations bringing hope of the grace that has freed us.  Make it known and make Him 
famous; sing it out sing a new hallelujah. Arise let the church arise.  Let love reach to the other side.” 

“Let us seek the courage needed, our high calling to fulfill, that the world may know the blessing of the doing 
of God’s will.” 

“Knowing You Jesus knowing You; there is no greater thing.” 

“O to know the power of Your risen life and to know You in Your sufferings.  To become like You in Your death 
my Lord so with You to live and never die.” 

“So lift your voice!  It's the year of Jubilee and out of Zion's hill salvation comes.” 

 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader  



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

“GOD IS LOVE.” 1 John 4:16 

The perfect answer to most any question…especially for children! 

“What’s for supper?”  GOD IS LOVE . . . He provides for our needs, and we 

have plenty of mac ‘n cheese to fill your belly. 

“Why can’t I play games on the iPad?”  GOD IS LOVE . . . He wants what is 

best for you and playing games for hours isn’t what’s best for your young 

eyes or your precious mind. 

“Are we there yet?” GOD IS LOVE . . . He blesses us with beautiful places 

to go, ways to get there and we will trust His timing. 

GOD IS LOVE . . . just think about it!! He doesn’t give us all we want, but He promises to give us all we need. 

(Phil. 4:19) 

He loves us!!! 

 

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry 



THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
 The winter weather is upon us and The Giving Tree students are enjoy-

ing the opportunity to explore this season.  We have been exploring ice, snow, 

and arctic animals.  After learning about the letter Q, quiet-time and quilts, we 

ended our week with Pajama Day.  We enjoyed popcorn and watched a movie 

on the big screen T.V.  The FCC Fellowship Hall became the “Giving Tree Mov-

ie Theater.”  What a blessing it is to have this space included in our license.  

Thank you to the church family for sharing this area with our preschool 

children. 

With February just around the corner, many people often think of love, 

hearts, flowers, and candy.  At The Giving Tree, teachers embrace the Valen-

tine’s Day season to teach our children about loving family, friends, and all 

people.  Best of all we have many opportunities to share that God loves each 

one of us, not just on Valentine’s Day, but everyday of the year.  Our staff strives to teach God’s love through 

all of our activities while preparing children with kindergarten readiness skills.      

The Giving Tree will begin enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year in February for children age 3 to kinder-

garten.  Enrollment for returning, alumni and FCC church families will begin on February 1st and will open to 

the community on February 15th.  The Giving Tree is truly an excellent program that has been serving the 

Lawrence community for 40+ years.   

Julie Hafenstine, Giving Tree Preschool Director 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 
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