
Dear FCC Family, 
 
 Let me add one more voice to the chorus of those who are singing 
the praise of the coming of spring weather. (Or at least, something more like 
spring and less like an arctic winter.) All around Lawrence, you can see evi-
dence of renewed hope. Like hungry bears emerging from their lairs after a 
long hibernation, people are wandering around, basking in the warmth of 
the lengthening days and searching for a return to a life they vaguely re-
member. 
 Likewise at church, we’re seeing the signs of renewed joy, as more 
and more of us are finding our way back to Sunday morning worship in the 

sanctuary. The “food” that these hungry folks are seeking is spiritual–the word of God, the presence of his 
Spirit, the communion of the saints. You can hear the joy in their voices when they converse with one anoth-
er in the hallway and when they sing together during the service. You can see the joy in their eyes when they 
smile beneath their masks at old friends and new-found brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 It doesn’t take a return visit to 1000 Kentucky to connect with God. The Holy Spirit is well able to com-
municate his presence to us wherever we may be. We can pray in our closet and sing in the bathroom. We 
can read his Word in the recliner and worship from our bedside. And with the wonders of technology, we can 
now join together in worship whether we’re able to make it to the building or not. That’s one of the main 
reasons why our livestream broadcast is so important and will continue to be a crucial part of our congrega-
tional ministry. Because we’ve been able to broadcast our Sunday services, many of those for whom meeting 
in a group was too much of a risk were able to join us in spirit, hear what God was speaking to us as a congre-
gation, and maintain some sense of continuity with their church family. Others, who didn’t know us at all, 
were able to find us on the web, viewed a few services, and decided that FCC would be their church home 
because they were able to connect to God as they joined us for worship online. 
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But there is something about being together in person that makes it easier 
to connect with one another. Zoom meetings can be very helpful–and I’m 
told that phones can still be used to talk to people who are not right next to 
you. (Who knew?) Still, there is something different, something special, 
when we can meet in person. It may be a while yet before we can openly 
hug each other (except for our own family members, of course). But just be-
ing able to converse face to face helps us feel more human, more a part of 
the body of Christ, more connected. 
 So let me encourage you with this. I know that there are still concerns 
with variants of the coronavirus and questions about the long-term effective-
ness of the vaccines. But as the rates of infection, hospitalization. and deaths 

continue to drop dramatically and numbers of vaccinations climb, we are seeing more and more indications 
that we may well be on track for a recovery. That growing confidence that you sense is not just weariness 
from your confinement; God is restoring our hope and showing us why we can trust in his goodness and his 
faithfulness, even in the midst of a calamity.  
 For the time being, we’re still going to maintain our same restrictions at worship (masks and dis-
tance), though we are going to relax some of our screening procedures (taking temperatures for most peo-
ple). But we are going to begin opening up more and more as we are able. Small groups are going to return 
soon, for instance, in homes and in the church facility. And anything we can do to increase our ability to con-
nect with one another and with Jesus will be high on the priority list.  
 I’m grateful for your faith, for your faithfulness, and for your perseverance. Continue to show the love 
of Christ to one another, and to anyone you meet. You are still God’s chosen ambassador, sent to the people 
you see every week to let them know that the year of God’s favor has come. The kingdom of God is open, 
and God’s goodness is being shown to those who will stop and listen and bow the knee to King Jesus. 
 
Going forward with you in the love of God, 
(and occasionally cheating in order to give a hug to someone who really needs it) 
 
Pastor Barry  
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

 The days are getting longer and warmer. Hopefully we are done with the extreme cold and the snow. 

I don't know about you, but I am ready for warm weather. For the operational budget for January the YTD 

income and transfers totaled $27,030.18. YTD expenses totaled $24,472.55, resulting in a YTD net gain of 

$2,557.63. Thanks to all of you for diligence in your giving to the Lord through this crazy year in our lives. 

With our faith in God, we will get through this. Keep praying for this to pass and for the health of the flock 

and we will be back together soon! As for the building projects, they are wrapping up. We have some 

painting to do on the outside that will commence when the weather gets warmer. Thanks goes to David 

Aikens for his hard work in staying on top of the building construction. Be strong and well and keep praying 

for the pandemic to cease and pray for the healing of our nation! 

 

Mike Bowman, Trustee Chair 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 

 The elders met on February 2nd. After opening in prayer we spent 

some time getting better acquainted. We shared with each other how we 

came to know Jesus and some info about our walk and journey with Him. 

Next, we got to the business of the meeting with an emphasis on ideas to 

keep our church feeling connected. We divided up the church directory 

and each took approximately 20 households to call and check in with. Our 

goal is to stay connected to our congregation and to ask a few questions to 

help us better serve you all. I am about halfway through my list and have 

very much enjoyed this time. I have chatted with old friends/family; made 

new friends and will say that I already feel more connected to each of you, 

so thank you for sharing your time with us.  

 The elders are pleased to announce that we have approved adding Rachael Costello to our list of 

missionaries whom we support. Rachael works with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Mexico as a transla-

tion consultant advising the Jicaltepec Mixtec Old Testament translation team. You can learn more about 

Rachael and her work on the following page. If you would like to support Rachael financially, you can do so by 

designating an offering for "missions" and indicating that you would like your donation to be passed on to 

Rachael. 

 With warmer weather and more access to the vaccine, the last couple weeks at FCC have had slowly 

increasing numbers of people worshipping in-person. In the upcoming months we will be continuing to re-

view and determine what our “new normal” looks like. We look forward to seeing you all back in the building 

with us just as soon as you feel it is safe and you feel the Spirit leading. 

Love and blessings! 

 

Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 



MISSIONS 
Dear FCC, 

 I am so excited to be partnering with you to help bring the Scrip-

tures to speakers of minority languages in Mexico! For those of you who 

haven’t met me yet, allow me to introduce myself.  

 I grew up in Lawrence attending a church then known as Mustard 

Seed Christian Fellowship. I became a follower of Jesus at the age of 3 – 

perhaps the earliest thing I remember.  My parents (old friends of the 

Fosters) trained me in my faith and taught me the Bible.  By the time I 

was a young teenager, I had made my faith my own and, thanks to the 

freedom permitted by homeschooling, spent hours reading the Bible.  As 

a teenager I also met people who caused me to become fascinated with 

the world outside the United States: from the Guatemalan neighbor 

who inspired me to learn Spanish, to the many international students who gave me first-hand accounts of 

places I had only read about before. 

 In 2007, I received a BA with Highest Distinction from the University of Kansas, with a double major in 

Linguistics and International Studies, and I began the process of applying to join Wycliffe Bible Translators. I 

was accepted in 2008, and moved to Oaxaca, Mexico, in 2010.  

 I have been serving in Mexico for the past eleven years, first learning to speak one of the many indige-

nous languages spoken by the native peoples of Mexico, then studying it as a linguist to gain an analytical 

knowledge of the language, then working daily with native speakers to help them improve their translation of 

the Bible. After receiving my MA in Applied Linguistics with a concentration in Bible translation in 2014, I 

have grown into additional roles – that of a consultant, who checks Bible translations for accuracy and helps 

translators improve them; a teacher, who leads translation workshops to help multiple translation teams 

build their knowledge and skills; and the role of supervisor of a team of colleagues who are working to pro-

duce Bible commentaries in Spanish that are focused on helping translators produce more accurate transla-

tions.  

 I love the work that God has given me to 

do in Mexico and I’m grateful to you for partnering 

with me through prayer and financially in order to 

enable me to continue to advance Wycliffe’s vision 

for people from every language to understand the 

Bible and be transformed. 

 

 

Blessings, 

Rachael Costello, Wycliffe Bible Translators 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

They’ve made the most of snowy, frigid weather, 

having fun exploring! 

Our FCC kids have been busy 

living life to its fullest! 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

FCC kids have been loving others and bringing glory to God!  

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry 

They’ve embraced family time together in so many 

creative ways like having campouts in the living room. 

They’ve welcomed new 

furry family members with 

open hearts learning new 

responsibilities. 

They’ve used their talents in 

sports keeping their bodies 

healthy and strong. 

They’ve shared their gifts 

with others…(that’s Hen-

drix playing piano for the 

final act of “Ovation!” – the 

talent show for Lawrence 

Unified Schools). 



 February brought an abundance of love to The Giving Tree.  

Throughout the month, we explored the theme of Valentine’s Day and love. 

The children especially enjoyed the flower shop in our dramatic play center.  

They had fun making flower arrangements and gifts for their friends.  We 

also learned about the Greek word, Agape and all the love that Jesus has for 

each one of us.  There are so many great Bible stories throughout the Bible 

that allow us to share His love with our preschool children and incorporate 

them into our weekly curriculum.   The last several weeks have been quite 

cold.  Our hope is that March will bring warmer temperatures, so we can 

enjoy the outdoors and our wonderful playground.  Throughout the month, 

we plan to explore pets, signs of spring and animals that hatch from eggs.  

Each semester we memorize a Bible verse and connect it with our daily 

learning.  Our verse for the spring semester is, “Your word is a lamp to my 

feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105).   

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



 In previous years we have asked for donations for parking spaces for 

those attending the St. Patrick’s Day Parade that takes place in downtown 

Lawrence.  All proceeds that were raised benefit The Giving Tree Preschool 

Scholarship Fund to help families in need to receive partial scholarships.  

Due to the pandemic the parade will not be held in the normal format this 

year, thus eliminating our opportunity to raise funds in this manner.  If you 

feel led to donate to this growing need, please note The Giving Tree Schol-

arship Fund on your envelope and check.  This is truly a blessing for many of 

our preschool families. 

We are currently accepting enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year.  If 

you have family or friends with children age 3 to kindergarten interested in 

attending preschool, please have them contact The Giving Tree for more 

information. 

Julie Hafenstine, Giving Tree Preschool Director 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
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