
Dear FCC Family, 

I’m writing this on “April Fool’s Day,” a day for which I have both mixed emo-

tions and a complicated history. I remember that as a child, I took great 

pleasure in trying to trick people; the more complicated the trick, the better. 

Now, I see my grandchildren trying to do the same thing (often with very 

similar silly ideas), but the pleasure is mostly gone, other than smiling at the 

attempts that they think are so very clever and hilarious.  

As I grew older, what I remember is being very careful so that I was not 

tricked by friends, or, (heaven forbid!) by my sisters. In fact, the fear of ap-

pearing foolish dominated my life in ways that I could not even articulate. 

The prospect of being laughed at was one of my greatest nightmares, the tell-tale sign of the constant insecu-

rity with which I faced each day. 

Then there were the times when I wasn’t aware of my foolishness, though it was fully on display be-

fore God and plenty of others, and eventually became apparent to me as well. A few fashion choices come to 

mind. (Hey, it was the 60’s and I was fourteen.) Some questionable purchases. More ungodly failures than I 

care to admit. 

Eventually, I learned to find my peace and security in God’s love for me instead of in what other peo-

ple thought about me. Of course, it still stings when I say or do something foolish in front of others. But 

knowing that I’m still beloved by God helps me smile, even to laugh at my mishaps. I remind myself that God 

still has a lot of work to do in me—and that’s okay. 

Today, when I think of foolishness on display, what leaps to my mind is not the attempts by children 

to fool their parents, or my green leisure suit (it was the 70’s and I was in college, all right?). No, what stands 

out as utter foolishness are the tortured attempts by loud voices in our 

world to declare nonsense to be truth, insanity to be progress, and evil 

to be good. I try to remember my own history, to recall that it was 

God’s mercy that freed me from my own blindness, so that I don’t lose 

all hope when I read the news or watch television or listen to the radio. 

But in truth, the only hope for this nation depends upon a radical 

change in our society. Hearts that currently are bent on fulfilling their 

own lusts for power, pleasure, fame, and wealth must turn away from 

their foolishness and turn to the ways of God, the only ways that bring 

life and health and genuine goodness to our world. 
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Not an April Fool. 



 The good news is that this is exactly what has happened, time and 

time again throughout history, whenever God’s people remember that the 

point of Easter is not to look for eggs or eat chocolate or go shopping. The 

point of Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus from the 

grave, and our recommitment to the message that the women brought to 

the other disciples that first morning: “Jesus is alive!” 

If he is alive, then he is who he claimed to be, the rightful king of Israel and 

the unique Son of God. If he is who he says he is, then the salvation that we 

need comes through him, and only through him. This is our message; this is 

the hope of the world. Because of the resurrection, we can have a new 

start, a way to escape from our foolishness.  

Speaking of new starts, today is also Opening Day for the Royals. Ah, the time of glorious hope, when 

the past is forgotten, the future wide open, and everyone is stirred by the vision of becoming champions.  

Well, at the moment, it’s the top of the third inning, the score is 8-5 the wrong way, the game so far 

has taken over an hour and a half, and we’re on our third pitcher. I love the Royals but the new start you 

need comes from the risen Christ, the truly Royal One. I recommend trusting him. (But you might pray for 

some new arms to make it our way.) 

 

Going forward with you with the message of hope in Christ, 

 

Pastor Barry 

 

“The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” (Psalm 53:1) My 6th grade Sunday School teacher said, “I am a 

fool for Christ, whose fool are you?” 

APRIL 2021 



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello First Christian Church, 

 

For February FCC Operational Budget, YTD income and transfers total $48,185.99. YTD expenses total 

$46,886.86. leaving a net gain of $1299.13. In February, it was announced that a 2nd round of the Paycheck 

Protection Plan by the Federal Government, would be implemented to small business. FCC qualified for such 

a loan, because of loses in the 3rd quarter of 2020, and to the loses in Giving Tree as well.  The Trustee's de-

cided to proceed with the application portion of the PPP loan process. The application was filled out and 

sent in to the bank for review. In late March FCC heard from the bank that we could receive a PPP loan. The 

FCC members were notified of a vote if we should take the loan. On line votes were taken March 21- 27, as 

well as mailed out ballots to members that did not have computer access. On March 28 an in person vote 

was also held for those that did not vote on line or by mail. In all 59 members voted, we had 51 for yes and 8 

for no, to accept the PPP loan.  Thanks to all the members who participated and voted for this loan. 

 

The Trustees 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 

 

 The elders met on March 2nd. After opening in prayer we started by 

sharing with each other something that has encouraged us over the past 

year. Despite the craziness of 2020, there is still so much to be thankful for. 

Next, we got to the business of the meeting, with an emphasis on our 

church’s connectedness. We talked about our calls to the congregants and 

what a blessing they have been. Time after time, each of us shared stories 

about calling on folks only to hear them say that they had been talking to 

other church members or had been sending cards to each other or assisting 

family and friends to view the service on-line…the list went on and on about 

ways that you all found to stay connected as a family. Despite a year of 

lockdown and social distance, First Christian Church has come through it closer than ever.  

 Now that spring is here and vaccines are available to everyone, we continue to work closely with the 

Trustees to determine which of our current precautions are still necessary. We have eliminated the tempera-

ture checks at the door and instead are doing a quick screening of the questions that are now all too familiar. 

Currently we continue to wear masks and socially distance until we believe it is safe to do otherwise. Like 

most of you, we are looking forward to the day wen we can come together, mask-free and hug the stuffin’s 

out of each other. Until that time comes, I am grateful to have such a loving Father and close knit family.  

Love and blessings to each and every one! 

 

Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Hello Church Family, 

 

 Your M.A.C. group has been very busy this spring! Besides eating a lot of really good food, including 

East Indian fare and a plethora of pies on Pi Day, we have been praying and working on forming a framework 

designed to evaluate any potential future mission projects so that we can more easily determine whether or 

not it is something FCC should become involved in. There is a never-ending supply of need in the world and it 

can become confusing and overwhelming to try to meet every need presented to us. As a body of believers in 

this community, we want to listen for God’s directing and follow His lead, to ask the question: what does God 

want the people of FCC to do? To honor that purpose, we broke into groups, spent some time in prayer and 

brainstorming. Then, each group brought forth their ideas that were discussed and honed by the team as a 

whole. It’s still a work in progress, but we are encouraged and thankful for the progress we have made and 

the goal is to have a finished product soon.  

 In an effort to have a better understanding of and communication with some of our current mission 

workers the Kerstetters, the team is planning on visiting the Ethnos 360 training center in Camdenton, MO., 

possibly this spring or in the coming fall semester. 

 Interested in finding out how you can get in on some of that good food and find out more about what 

FCC’s missions advisors are working on? Ask a team member: Pastor Barry, Sarah Johnson, David & Merry 

Nanne, Hugh & Lisa Rundell, Stan & Jean Sauer, Hyacinth Self, or Judy Chadwick. We plan to meet again on 

Sunday, April 25th, after the worship service.  

 

The Missions Advisory Council 



WORSHIP 
 “Easter Song,” written by Annie Herring, has been sung regularly on 

Easter Sundays in churches all over the world ever since it was introduced in 

1974. The Second Chapter of Acts recorded it first, then it has been covered 

by Keith Green, GLAD, and many others. The first verse is very well known as 

it tells part of the story of the resurrection. The second verse is new to me 

and will likely be new to you, too. This verse builds on the powerful platform 

of Jesus’ resurrection and declares that the power that raised Jesus from the 

dead is available to you and me and everyone today! Right now!! Give the 

Lord glory and praise for we cried out to Him, “Hosanna!” or “Save us!” And 

He has! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! This could be your glorious hour. 

CCLI Song # 12279 

Anne Herring 

© 1974 Latter Rain Music 

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. 

All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 138830 

V.1  

Hear the bells ringing, they’re singing,  
That you can be born again 
Hear the bells ringing, they’re singing,  
“Christ is risen from the dead.” 
 

The angel up on the tombstone, said,  
“He is risen just as he said! 
Quickly now, go tell his disciples that 
Jesus Christ is no longer dead!” 
 

Chorus:  

Joy to the world, He is risen! 
Hallelujah! 
He’s risen! Hallelujah! He’s risen! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 

V.2  

Hear the bells ringing, they’re singing, 
That you can be healed right now 
Hear the bells ringing, they’re singing, 
“Christ, He will reveal it now.” 
 

The angels, they all surround us, 
And they are ministering Jesus’s power 
Quickly now, reach out and receive it, 
For this could be your glorious hour! 
 

Chorus:  

Joy to the world, He is risen! 
Hallelujah! 
He’s risen! Hallelujah! He’s risen! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 April is more than beautiful Spring flowers, cute bunnies and colorful 

Easter eggs - - Jesus is risen!! 

 There is so much to be excited about - - Jesus has saved us and has 

invited us to live with Him forever! I know I can’t wait!! 

 We’re also excited to return to in-person children’s Bible classes dur-

ing the congregational worship beginning this month. Praise God! A short-

ened video lesson on Easter will be the last of “Ms. Jennifer’s video Bible les-

sons” online, which might seem sad at first, but heading back to “normal” is 

something worth celebrating. 

  

 So, as we begin to meet upstairs again on Sundays, we’ll enjoy some New Testament Bible story vide-

os with some Covid-19 safe crafts and games to internalize the truths of scripture. What a great time to start 

back up again, on Easter, a day of hope and reconciliation.  

 

 

We’re excited to see you! Have your mask ready and we’ll see you upstairs for FCC Kids!! 

 

Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry 

We can’t wait to see you there! 



 The spring season has arrived and we are thankful for all the 

beauty that comes with this time of year. God has created much beauty for 

us here on Earth. Spring is a true reminder of how magnificent our Lord is as 

we begin to see the grass turn green, flowers bloom, trees bud and new ani-

mal life. More importantly, this time of year gives us the chance to reflect 

and remember the sacrifice Jesus made for all of us here on Earth. What a 

blessing it is to share the Good News with our preschool children and cele-

brate that we are all children of the risen savior.  He has risen indeed! 

Have a blessed Easter season. 

 

 We are currently accepting enrollment for the 2021-2022 school 

year and have a few openings still available in our T/TH AM and T/W/TH PM 

sessions. If you have family or friends with children age 3 to kindergarten 

that are interested in attending preschool, please have them contact The Giving Tree for more information. 

  

Julie Hafenstine, Giving Tree Preschool Director 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
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