
Dear FCC Family, 
 
 The calendar has turned to May, which means that many of you are 
starting to think about your flower gardens, or projects around the house, or 
visits to see family. Me? I’m thinking about baseball–specifically about how 
long the Royals can keep playing well. Who would have imagined they could 
come into May at the top of their division, much less have the best record in 
the major leagues? It’s too soon (even for fans like me) to start planning for 
the playoffs, but it’s not too soon to let your excitement grow a little, while 
still keeping a lid on your expectations. 
  

 You may not be a baseball fan, or even a sports fan, but even so, humor me just a bit. You see, there 
are some valuable lessons for us as Christians that can be gleaned from the game of baseball. 
 First, baseball seasons are really long. The major league teams play 162 regular season games (in non-
COVID years, anyway), plus the playoffs, if you’re good. The whole season, including pre-season and post-
season, lasts from mid-February until early November. It’s a brutal, demanding gauntlet that requires physi-
cal, mental, and emotional strength. Ballplayers must develop regular routines of exercise, rest, practice, and 
so on, in order to be ready for the demands of each day’s game. They also must learn to pace themselves so 
they aren’t exhausted by the half-way point. So too for us. Living for Jesus requires us to take the long view. 
Transformation into the image of Christ takes more than a few intense times of worship or an occasional visit 
to church. It happens through repeated efforts over a long time: building habits that become a lifestyle–
worship, prayer, Bible study, fellowship, witnessing, and serving. Discipleship is a life-long journey, not a 
weekend seminar.  
 Second, despite the length of the season, and the length of a single game, baseball really is a game of 
small moments. The outcome of every game always comes down to a single pitch. With every pitch, the situ-
ation in the game changes. Pitchers change their minds about what to throw based on what happened on the 
previous pitch. Fielders adjust their positions as the count changes. Batters make mental adjustments as they 
think about what to expect with each pitch. Successful players are able to focus on each new moment, and to 
seize the opportunity that it presents. No one can control the outcome of the game, but each player can con-
tribute. If enough players do the right things over the course of the game, they can win. Likewise for us–we 
must learn to focus on the moments that are right in front of us. Sure, there are times for long-range plan-
ning and developing an overall vision for our future. But the only way to accomplish those ends is to give our 
attention to the things that are in our hands today, adjusting as necessary to the changing situations in our 
own lives and in the lives of those around us. That’s where the “daily” part of taking up our cross comes in. 
 Third, more than any other game, baseball highlights failure. One of the hardest things to learn as a 
baseball player is how to handle failure. But if you don’t learn this lesson, success will be impossible. You see, 
the very best hitters in the history of the game fail about seventy percent of the time. (For average hitters, it 
rises to seventy-five percent of the time.) The best pitchers have games where they can’t find the strike zone 
and end up losing 11-2. It’s also true for teams–the very best teams ever only won two-thirds of their games 
in a season. Even the team with the most championships ever (the New York Yankees) had decades when 
they were at the bottom of the standings. Successful players and teams are the ones who aren’t distraught or 
despondent when they fail.  
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 They can quickly forget the results from the last season, the last 
game, the last time up to bat, even the last pitch, and return the next time 
with expectancy and confidence. I recall a time when one of my new favor-
ite players, Whit Merrifield for the Royals, struck out four times out of five 
times up. The next night he started the game with a double. Expectancy and 
confidence mark the great baseball players. 
 I hope the analogy is clear for you. I’m not prophesying that you will 
fail morally or be a failure in life. But the truth is, you and I will fail, more 
often than we’d like to imagine. There will be times when your flesh will get 
the better of you and you respond to people with an unkind word or a judg-
mental attitude. There will be times when your devotional habits fall apart, 

when your desire to pray is somewhere south of your desire to go to the dentist, when reading the Bible 
feels like a chore instead of a satisfying meal. There may be times when temptation has such a grip on your 
heart that you feel trapped, when your favorite sins not only appeal to your desires but appear to be un-
breakable prison walls holding you inside. There may even be times when you wonder if your faith is real, if 
God is real, if you are a fool for signing up to follow Jesus. 
 No one wants to fail, but all of us know that we will fail. And because we all will fail at some point 
(many points!), we all must remember this: “success” in the kingdom of God isn’t measured by percentages 
like batting averages. It’s measured in our dependence upon God’s grace. Salvation was made possible 
through the death of Christ on the cross, which neither you nor I planned or initiated. We simply said “yes, 
please” to God’s offer, and trusted that God would be faithful to keep his promise. That’s it. That’s what 
brought us from darkness to light. If that was how we crossed over from death to life, why should our life in 
Christ from that point on be any different? Failures mar us, but they do not mark us; they set us back a bit, 
but they do not define who we are or prevent us from continuing on our journey to become like Jesus. For 
we are marked as those who have trusted in Jesus Christ for our salvation and for our maturation as his dis-
ciples. Learning to depend on God’s grace, like learning to navigate failure in baseball, is the mark of doing 
well as a follower of Christ. Returning after failure, choosing again to trust Jesus, and expecting good from 
God is what we need to remember as we step up to the plate again each day. 
 
Going forward together–and getting better at following Jesus as we do so, 
 
Pastor Barry 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Spring is finally here, the flowers are blooming and the grass is growing, we can all get outside and do some 

much needed yard work. It seems like it has been a long winter, especially with the 3 inches of snow we re-

ceived last week. The major building projects on the church are winding down; the one that is still ongoing is 

the painting of the bricks on the south side of the church. That will take place when the Giving Tree is out for 

the summer, so probably in June. Please give David Aikins an elbow bump and a thank you for all the time 

and hard work he has put in coordinating all the work that has been done to the church. For the current year 

our church’s operating budget (YTD) shows total income of $66,037.31 and total expenses amounting to 

$73,814.83, leaving a YTD net loss of $7,777.52.  

FCC was approached by an owner of a business on Vermont St. who is interested in purchasing or leasing our 

south parking lot for his business, and the other businesses on Vermont, to park in during the work week; 

leaving us to still be able to park in the lot on Sundays. The Trustees unanimously voted “no” to the sale of 

the lot and are considering a leasing option with him.  His proposal was to lease all of the parking spaces  (48)

in the south lot, and would consider paying some of the maintenance, snow removal , and insurance for the 

lot as well. This is still in the early stages of negotiations.  We will keep you informed of any developments in 

the negotiations as they happen. Please pray that we arrive at an agreement that best helps him and the 

church. Please continue to pray for the healing of our nation from the Covid pandemic and those who have 

been and are currently suffering from Covid. 

 

The Trustees 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 

 

The elders met on April 6th. After opening in prayer, we started by review-

ing the prior month’s minutes and trustee report. There was conversation 

about options to improve our usage of the parking lots during the week, 

updates on staffing changes and opportunities to start to open the church 

again for small groups.  

 

We have been happy to see the Lord starting to bring folks back to in-

person church again. Each week brings a variety of new and familiar faces 

to FCC. As our focus moves slightly from how to reopen, we enjoyed brain-

storming ideas for restarting small groups. I have heard from some of the 

groups that met together prior to Covid that you all were looking forward to being together again. Addition-

ally, there are new faces that we want to get to know better. We are planning to get a few small groups start-

ed by using the series “The Chosen.” Please let us know if you would like to help lead, host, or participate in 

this. Not only do we hope to grow closer to God, we hope that God uses this opportunity to draw us closer 

together as a congregation.  

 

 

Love and blessings to each and every one! 

 

Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Greetings Brothers and Sisters at FCC: 

As a newer member of FCC, my husband Stan and I were invited to join the Missions Advisory Council. 

The current council members are: Judy Chadwick, Hyacinth Self, Sarah Johnson, Sauer’s, David & Merry 

Nanne, and Hugh & Lisa Rundell.  Pastor Barry leads the council. 

 

We have worked together during monthly meetings to update FCC’s goals and plans in our support of current 

and future missions outreaches.  One of our recent decisions was to try to physically go and check out the 

works of the current missionaries that FCC supports. 

We had our first visit to see John and Melanie Kerstetter and their work at Ethnos 360 (Formerly New Tribes 

Mission) located at Camdenton, Missouri, at the Lake of the Ozarks.  I personally had no idea what a large 

missions training base this was, and had never met the Kerstetters, or knew their history at FCC, and what 

they have done in the past. 

It was a relatively quick trip: we left on Sunday after church, and met up with most of our council members at 

the Mission base.  It houses approximately 100 students, 100 staff members, and 100 children of staff/

students. 

That evening, we sat down with John and Melanie, listened to their testimony of how they began their life as 

missionaries, their ties with FCC, how they raised their family in Brazil, and their transition to the training 

base in Camdenton.  Their primary roles are mentoring of young missionaries in training and Education Sup-

port—especially in the realm of preparing young missionary parents for educating their children on the field.  

They help provide homeschool materials and support if they choose that path of schooling their children. 

The next morning, we joined for morning prayer time with students and staff. They have a daily pattern of 

praying for Ethnos workers across the globe and rotate the prayer needs so nobody is forgotten. After that 

we sat in a class preparing the students to “live off the land” with only very primitive amenities. Imagine 

building your own shelter in the woods, hauling water, butchering chickens and pigs, navigating in a small 

team in variable weather conditions, all with pregnant women or young children present—for 17 days!  What 

we observed were young singles and couples that were undaunted by the task at hand, knowing it would 

prepare them for the path that God would show them as they venture out into their own mission field.  They 

were excited for the adventure and purposeful in their passion to seek what the Lord would have them to do, 

and the impact their lives would have in furthering the spread of the good news of Jesus! 



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
After the class, we toured the compound with John and another leader and heard about the variety of ways 

their work at the training center has world-wide effects.  They even have an “off-grid” production facility that 

works with other missions organizations to provide clean water and power supply sources to areas where 

missionaries are stationed around the world that lack these basic needs we take for granted. 

After the tour, we picnicked by the lake together (a beautiful spring day—thanks Lord) and heard more from 

John and Melanie about some of their personal needs as a couple (financial and prayer needs).  They shared 

a particular sweet story about how FCC blessed them one Christmas in Brazil with a care package loaded with 

Christmas gifts for the children.  This came during an extremely lean financial time for them and they had 

nothing to give the children.  The package had been mailed the previous July, and arrived on Christmas Eve!  

I hope you are inspired by our report, and can be reassured that FCC’s support of this couple and Ethnos 360 

is of great value.  I hope that you, like me, want to be even further inspired by what God is doing around the 

globe in these precarious times, and how the Holy Spirit is moving and bringing souls to Jesus.  I encourage 

you to read stories of missionaries, and even better, to get involved and rub elbows with some of God’s peo-

ple who are on the front lines, and support and PRAY for them as we are commanded by Jesus. 

John 4:35 -36 

“. . . raise your eyes and look at the fields and see, they are white for harvest.  Already the reaper is receiving 

his wages and he is gathering fruit for eternal life; so that he who plants and he who reaps may rejoice to-

gether.” 

Luke 10:2 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out la-

borers into His harvest.” 

Going forward together, 

Jean and Stan Sauer, 

MAC team members 



WORSHIP 

 Praise God for the opportunities we have had recently to gather face to face at First Christian! We are 

absolutely committed to offering our worship experience online to those who still wish to stay home and re-

main safely distant from crowds, but the church building doors at 1000 Kentucky are open to all for Sunday 

morning services.  

 I do want to give a “shout out” to our online video producer and all-around good man, Steve Nicolai 

(pictured above & below). He took the lead when we needed to start streaming our worship services and his 

technological skills are second to none. We are very blessed to benefit weekly from his expertise. 

 

Thanks, Steve! 

 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader  



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 We’re back together again! Those of us involved in the Children’s 
Ministry have missed being together every Sunday morning. 

 

We have dusted off some excellent Bible story videos upstairs that add a whole 
new dimension to the wonderfully familiar stories we cherish so much about 
Jesus. Some of the stories we’ve watched and discussed have been about Jesus’ 
parables and were new to the children. We’ve also been enjoying games and 
crafts like an Easter egg relay and creating cards to encourage those who can’t 
attend worship with us.  

We can’t wait to see you there! 
Keep our kids in your prayers. Pray they can enjoy fellowship with each other, internalize the Bible stories, 
and can develop a deep faith in the Lord of their very own.  

 
Jennifer Boyle, Children’s Ministry 



 April brought many cool days and even some snow!  Shouldn’t April 

be full of warm rain showers, an abundance of mowing, flowers blooming 

and trees leafing out?  Sure, that is the norm and what we expect to occur 

this time of year.  However, as we have come to realize, life doesn’t always 

happen the way we think or hope it should.  I have spent the last few 

months focusing on being mindful, patient, and aware of the many blessings 

that surround us.  Having a pandemic in the mix of life certainly has provid-

ed us with many opportunities to exercise patience.  What a blessing it is to 

teach patience through Bible stories and by example to our preschool 

children.  I am excited to experience the blessings that will come with the 

month of May as we wrap up our school year.   

 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



 May often brings a time of reflection for teachers as we 

approach the end of the school year.  We have had a wonderful 

year and are truly blessed to have such amazing families within 

our community who share their children with us.  God has 

graced us with good health; allowing for our doors to successful-

ly remain open throughout the school year.  I am especially 

grateful for my staff and all of their hard work, patience and flex-

ibility.  Please continue to keep The Giving Tree Preschool staff 

and families in your prayers as we close out our year. 

 

We are currently accepting enrollment for the 2021-2022 school 

year.  Please contact us for more information. 

 

Julie Hafenstine, Giving Tree Preschool Director 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
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