
Dear FCC Family and Friends, 

 Numbers 21 contains this intriguing scene of Israel in the Sinai wil-

derness during their years of wandering before entering Canaan. 

 

4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go 

around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke 

against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up 

out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no wa-

ter! And we detest this miserable food!” 

6 Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people 

and many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against 

the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from us.” So 

Moses prayed for the people. 

8 The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 

bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a 

pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, 

they lived. 

 

 I thought about this passage recently after seeing one of the episodes of “The Chosen” 

(Season 1, ep.7).  In that episode, Joshua is arguing with Moses. The people are sick, more are 

dying daily, and Joshua wants to understand what God has told Moses to do. Moses explains to 

him that God has said that anyone who looks at this bronze serpent and believes in the power of 

the Lord will be healed. “After today, the only Hebrews too sick to walk will be those who choose 

to remain so.” 
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 We are currently facing a similarly dangerous plague–not only in our 

nation, but around the globe. I cannot say why this particular virus has been 

unleashed on the world. The Bible explains that the Israelites were suffering 

for their complaints against God–their refusal to follow him and to be grate-

ful for what he had provided from them. But we have no such prophetic ex-

planation of what is going on in our day. Those who claim to know the mind 

of God on this matter, who assert that COVID is a judgment of God for this or 

that sin, speak beyond their knowledge and authority. Is it a judgment? Per-

haps. But what is more important to understand is what we can glean from 

this passage in Numbers. I count at least three significant principles to 

which we should pay careful attention. 

 (1) Our choices have consequences. Sinful actions, as well as foolish inaction, can both 

lead to calamitous consequences. Israel’s repeated grumbling and persistent unbelief, despite 

having experienced God’s miraculous provision, resulted in a deadly plague of snake attacks. 

And those who refused the solution God made available to them, who chose to follow their own 

thinking or listened to the grumbling of those around them instead of believing in the cure that 

God gave them, suffered the consequences of their inaction–they died from a preventable 

disease. 

 (2) The consequences of our choices affect others beyond ourselves. I doubt that every 

single Israelite grumbled about having to eat manna, or about being stuck in the wilderness. But 

because a great number, perhaps the majority, of the people chose to rebel against God, the 

snakes were a danger to the entire population there in the desert. And what about the family, where the fa-

ther refused to put his trust in God’s promise that they would be cured if they all 

looked to the bronze serpent with faith in the Lord? If, in his stubbornness, he not only refused to 

follow Moses’ command, but prevented his family from doing so, they would all suffer the 

consequences. Even if the others in his family did believe, did look, and were themselves healed 

while he was not, his death would have had catastrophic consequences for the family’s future. 
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 (3) If you refuse God’s provision for your salvation and healing, there 

is no hope left for you. I still recall this powerful statement I once heard: “The 

blackest of sins is mercy despised.” The Israelites who refused to take hold of 

God in faith by looking to the bronze serpent and trusting that God would 

heal them died in the wilderness, the victim of their own stubbornness. Jesus 

compared himself and his coming death on the cross to this event recorded 

in Numbers, clearly indicating the need to believe in him as the Son of God 

and Messiah in order to be saved, to be healed of our spiritual disease. 

Those who refused him in the first century–and those who refuse him today

–set themselves squarely in the path of the judgment of God. If you refuse 

God’s offer of mercy, there is nothing left but judgment. If you choose your own wisdom over 

the provision of God for your healing and salvation, you set yourself up to reap a calamitous 

judgment. If you despise the gift that God sends you, your family, the nation, the world, what are 

you expecting him to do for you? 

 

 Choose wisdom. Choose faith. Choose to trust in God, in the mercy he shows you, the 

goodness he offers you, the gifts he sends your way. He always works for our good. Let’s choose 

to walk with him rather than in the stubbornness of our own thinking. 

 

Following Jesus with you, 

Pastor Barry 

 

 

 

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a person who listens to advice is wise. 

(Proverbs 12:15) 

 

One who walks with wise people will be wise, but a companion of fools will suffer harm. 

(Proverbs 13:20) 
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FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 
So much is changing in our world and as we open the doors again and con-
template wearing masks, our temptation is to hope and wait for life to get 
“back to normal”. As I recollect about what normal was for me pre-
pandemic, I spent more time than I care to admit fearing “what if…” What if 
I’m late? What if I mess up? The list was endless. However, God has been 
asking me “what if” questions differently lately. 
 

What if we don’t get back to normal, but move into something new and ex-
citing? What if the best of what has been is nowhere near as amazing as 
what is coming? What if the plans that God has for us (Jeremiah 29:11) are 
different and bigger than anything we can imagine for FCC? 
 

The elders met on July 6th.  
 

After opening in prayer, we started by sharing with each other a time that we have felt God’s presence 
strongly in our lives. What a great reminder it was about how powerfully 

 

God is still at work in each of us and in FCC. It was a busy meeting as the following topics were 

discussed: 
• COVID Restrictions: Masks will no longer be required in the building but seating will remain restricted 
to every other pew for the safety of the congregation. We will hold off on resuming fellowship hour and 
discuss again at the next meeting. We will return to bagging and offering Panera bread when it is donat-
ed. 
• Children’s ministry: Jennifer has created and provided a detailed list of responsibilities that could be 
divided up among a team of volunteers, but a director to organize the volunteers is still needed. A 
meeting was scheduled with the volunteers later in the month. 
• The Chosen small groups have almost finished season 1, many are working to figure out how to view 
season 2 as CDs are not available yet. 
• The Post-Quarantine Church by Thom S. Rain-
er was chosen for the elders to study this year as 
we look to emerge and discover God’s vision for 
FCC after the COVID pandemic. 

 

As we continue to listen for God’s direction in our 
lives and in the lives of the church, I pray that each of 
us be open to “what if” and embrace that God’s plan 
is to “prosper us and not harm us, to give us hope 
and a future…” 

 

Love and blessings to each and every one! 

Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 



TRUSTEES 
Hello Church Family,  

We have wrapped up all the current large building projects for the year. There are still a few small jobs, such 
as some caulking that needs to be done. David Aikins has done a great job of coordinating these projects. 
Thanks David! 

For the first half of the year (Jan 1-June 30) our churches operating budget shows total income of $134994.43 
and total expenses amounting to $144,209.61, leaving a net loss of $9,215.18. Of those who have made 
stewardship commitments the church has received 44% pf the total amount committed. In 2019 at the end 
of June, the church had received 46% of the yearly total. In 2020 at the end of June the church had received 
49% of the yearly total.  

At the end of July, we received notice that our 2nd round of PPP loan in the amount of $45,965.00 had been 
forgiven.  

Praise God! 

Mike Bowman, Chair of Trustees. 

 

 

 

 



FROM THE PERSONNEL BOARD 
 The Personnel Board continues to review the current Employment 

Policy. We plan to have that completed before the end of this year.  

 We are pleased to announce that we have hired Melinda Saunders 

to fill the bookkeeper/church administrator position. Melinda will begin on 

August 16th with the bookkeeping part of the position, working with Angela 

Puckett for up to 5 hours per week. After Angela Puckett retires at the end 

of August, Melinda will continue with the bookkeeping duties for 5 hours 

per week. Beginning in October, she will continue with the bookkeeping and 

begin shadowing with Lisa Hoag, working a total of 15 hours per week. They will work together for the month 

of October, until Lisa retires at the end of the month. Melinda will then begin working the full 20 – 25 hours 

per week in the combined position.  

 The Personnel Board will combine the job descriptions of the bookkeeper and church administrator 

as soon as possible. 

 We are excited for our new hires and look forward to working with them. 

 

Sheri Penny 

Personnel Board Chair 



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 We as the Missions Advisory Council (MAC) have continued to meet, 

pray, and work through preparing means for evaluating and advising FCC on 

where to investing time and financial resources towards missions. Our current 

focus is to develop a means to evaluate various potential missions opportuni-

ties, and to rate each one according to two sets of criteria: (a) the focus of 

ministry, and (b) the relational connection between FCC and the potential 

partner. As we consider where God has been leading FCC, and as we pray for 

the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we have been generating criteria by which to meas-

ure opportunities and 

place them on a chart 

such as the one shown. With many opportunities to 

invest in, this will be just one tool to help us recognize 

which opportunities to partner with, and on what level. 

 Our last meeting was on July 20 in which we 

specifically considered biblically commanded tasks for 

the Church, and how to rank them in relative im-

portance to the mission God has given FCC. We look 

forward to continued growth as a council, further de-

veloping tools to help advise FCC, and sharing these 

with you in the future. 

 

For the King, 

David Nanne, on behalf of the MAC 



WORSHIP 
“The Return of the Choir” at FCC! It’s kind of a BIG DEAL! 

 

We’re very happy to announce that the choir will begin meeting again! Our first rehearsal will be Thursday, 

August 26 at 6:30p. Choir rehearsals will be every Thursday evening from 6:30 to 7:15p in the church sanctu-

ary. The choir will present music and help lead worship at Sunday morning services an average of twice per 

month. We will be led by Merry Nanne, Judy Chadwick, and Greg Boyle. There are no tryouts necessary to 

join the choir. Please come join us if you love singing with a group and praising 

the Lord with all your heart and voice! Yay! 

Did ya’ know…??? 

When you watch/listen to an FCC church service at home, the quality of your 

speakers makes a huge difference regarding sound quality. The sound is mixed 

by our producer (normally Steve Nicolai) while wearing high quality head-

phones. So  if you think you’re not hearing as much bass guitar as you should be, 

try listening through a pair of ear buds or headphones and see if that helps. So glad you’re 

joining us online! 

-Greg Boyle 

  



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

The FCC Children’s Ministry is making some exciting changes! 
 

Two and a half years ago, I somehow became the “Children’s Director” for First 
Christian. I’m still not sure how it all happened, but God’s love for kids, especial-
ly FCC kids, has been my strength. God’s grace has served me in this ministry in 
countless ways through many people, but Sarah Johnson has been my encour-
aging right arm through it all. 
 

Earlier this year, as the FCC leadership saw fit to open the Children’s Ministry 
during worship again after COVID-19, I began to feel I didn’t have the time to 
commit to directing this vital ministry. So, those with an interest in FCC Kids 
came together on Sunday, July 18, to find some new ways to move forward and 

plan for growth. 
 

The areas of service and those leading these are now: 
 

• Volunteer and Snack Coordinator – Michelle van Foeken 

• Communications – Sarah Johnson 

• Worship Bags – Janet Matthews 

• Curriculum Coordinator – Jennifer Boyle 

• Teachers are Jennifer Boyle, Kay Emerson, Sarah Johnson and Michelle van Foeken. 
• Helpers are Susan Chaney, Bob Eisele, Mary Foster, Aaron Lathrom, Janet Matthews …and more have 

offered their help and support in these areas as well. 
 

This church loves its kids, and with all these volunteers, we will continue to grow and provide a safe, happy 
environment for their knowledge and faith in God to take root and blossom. 
 

We are still looking for a Children’s Ministry Director to oversee the key aspects (spiritual and practical) in 
coordination with Pastor Barry. If this is something you have a passion for and believe the Lord is moving you 
to serve in His kingdom in this way, contact Pastor Barry or Lisa Rundell. 
 

As we start “back to school”, keep our kids and teachers in your prayers! 

Blessings, 
Jennifer Boyle 



Summer Report 
 
The July heat did not prevent The Giving Tree preschoolers from enjoying a 
great week of 

summer camp. Our theme, Super Scientists, included both inside and out-
door activities. We enjoyed many opportunities of investigating and experi-
menting. Thank you to Ms. Donna, Ms. Mikayla, Ms. Sarah and Ms. Joy for 
helping to make our camps a great success. 
 

With August upon us, the beginning of the school year is just around the 
corner. We are looking forward to welcoming many new families to our pre-
school. What a true blessing and opportunity we have to share God’s love 
for all people. Our parent meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 11th 
and school begins throughout the week of August 16th. 

 

The Giving Tree and the FCC Leadership continue to take preventative measures and follow the 

COVID guidance of the CDC, KDHE, local health officials and child care licensing. Keeping our 

families, children and staff safe continues to be our top priority, especially since preschool 
children are not yet eligible to receive the vaccine. Thank you to Pastor Barry and the church 

leadership for your support and guidance as we follow the recommendations put in place by 

health officials. 
 

Please be in prayer for a school year rich in academic, social and spiritual growth along with 

good health for our preschool community. We truly appreciate the support of the FCC 

congregation. 
 

Julie Hafenstine, Giving Tree Pre-
school Director 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 
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