
Dear FCC Family, 
 
 I’m glad that so many of you are watching “The Chosen” with us in 
one of our small groups. Not only is it a top-notch production on the life of 
Jesus, but watching it with others and sharing about how God is impacting 
you through this series is a great way to build another connection with 
someone–or several “someones”–in our church. 
 In the second episode of season 1, Mary Magdalene is responding to 
Nicodemus’ persistent questions. He wants to know how she has been deliv-
ered from her bondage to demons. But she cannot tell him, for she doesn’t 
really understand what has happened herself. What she does tell him, how-

ever, is both enlightening and powerful: “I was one way. Now I am completely different. And the thing that 
happened in between was Him.” 
 I can’t think of a better way to sum up what it means to find new life in Jesus Christ. And I can’t think 
of anything more important for us to remember when we consider what church is all about. We’re all pretty 
stoked about the prospects of being together again, and not just for Sunday worship, but for times of fellow-
ship, fun events, work days, and maybe even a belated Easter breakfast celebration. But the social life of the 
church, as wonderful and meaningful (and important!) as it is, can never take the place of the crucial founda-
tion of Christian faith and experience–my personal encounter with Jesus Christ.  
 Your journey to faith may not have been as dramatic as that of Saul of Tarsus. I dare say that few of us 
would be in that category (though there are many in the history of the church whose lives before and after 
encountering Jesus paralleled that of the great apostle). I know that I do not have a “gutter to glory story.” 
But I do have a story, and it is my own. It may not be as colorful or dramatic as those of others I have heard, 
but like Mary Magdalene, I can say, “I was one way. Now I am completely different. And the thing that hap-
pened in between was Him.”  
 Your story of how you met Jesus is likewise your 
own. Whatever that story might look like, if it includes you 
and Jesus meeting, you believing him and surrendering your 
life to him, him coming into your heart and life, forgiving 
your sins and taking up residence in your heart, then it’s a 
story of salvation. And it deserves to be celebrated. For 
nothing is more sacred, more precious, more essential to 
“church” than the place in the human heart where the living 
God and the weary soul meet. It is there, in that moment, 
that place, that new life begins, and where the ongoing life 
of God is sustained. For wherever Jesus is enthroned, wondrous things happen, eternal life breaks forth, and 
everything changes for the better. 
 I’m looking forward to the changes coming our way as more people find new life in Jesus, and as we 
all meet God in that sacred place of transformation into the image of Christ.  
 
With joy and gratitude for the good that God is doing among us as we are together, 
 
Pastor Barry 

JUNE 2021 



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello Brother and Sister in Christ, 

  

The building projects are winding down. The only big project left was the brick painting of the south side of 

the church which they completed this week (see below picture). For the current year our church’s operating 

budget (YTD) shows total income of $87,070.77 and total expenses amounting to $100,077.39, leaving a YTD 

net loss of $13,006.62.  

 

We are still in ongoing negotiations with Mr. Watkins who has contacted us about the possibility of renting 

our south parking lot. The Trustees are in the process of sending a letter to him with what it will take to lease 

the lot and what our expectations of the lease agreement will be. We will present the letter to him next week 

and will await a response from him. Our intentions will be to have a meeting with Mr. Watkins soon to work 

out any questions or concerns he may have concerning our letter. Hopefully I will have an answer by next 

newsletter.  Keep praying that we can work out an agreement that will best help us utilize the lot we are not 

using during the week, and still be good stewards with what God has blessed us with, and help out our neigh-

bors. 

  

Mike Bowman, Trustee Chair  



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 

 

The elders met on May 4th. After opening in prayer, we started by review-

ing the prior month’s minutes and the trustee report. There was conversa-

tion about communication, connection and our processes during Sunday 

morning services. Questions have come from the congregation about pass-

ing the offering plate again. After discussion, it was decided that we would 

have the ushers retrieve the offerings from the box and present them on 

the alter during doxology. We also discussed a rotation for presiding over 

the communion table and the possibility of encouraging others in the con-

gregation to join in the rotation.   

 

May has also brought with it the return of small groups and we have had great feedback from the series “The 

Chosen”. There are eight small groups currently meeting on various days of the week at different times. One 

of the great things about this series is that you don’t have to be present from the beginning, you can jump in 

at any time and not feel left out. A second great thing about this is the opportunity to get to know members 

of our church family a little better and to share more of our lives than just Sunday morning. So, if you haven’t 

already, I would encourage you to find a group to join (there are still sign-up sheets at the welcome desk as 

you come into the church). The fellowship and the opportunity to experience Jesus could both be life chang-

ing. 

 

Love and blessings to each and every one! 

Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 



WORSHIP 
Hey FCC family! It’s time to appreciate and celebrate!  
 
 For two years and a few months now, we’ve been worshiping as a 
united church with one Sunday morning service that features a wonderful 
blend of traditional hymns and contemporary Christian worship songs in a 
modified liturgy. It has been great–and we want to thank all of you for help-
ing us make this change. Your willingness to love one another and to em-
brace a wider range of musical tastes has been absolutely essential to what 
God is doing in our midst. 
 We also want to say how very grateful we are for Greg Boyle, Judy 
Chadwick, the other musicians, and the tech team for their hours of work, 
their effort, flexibility, and determination to serve the Lord and this congre-
gation. Thanks to them, we were able to do what many churches our size 
could not do during the past sixteen months–present a full Sunday morning 
worship experience for those in the sanctuary and those watching online.  

  
 So when you get a chance, let them know how they have blessed you. They play and sing and serve 
for God’s approval, but it’s always nice to know that others appreciate what they do as well. 
 
Worship director: Greg Boyle 
Pianist: Judy Chadwick 
Musicians: Josh Abel, Jill Abel, Roxanne Bowman, Merry Nanne, Hyacinth Self, Bert van Foeken 
Tech: Mike Bowman, Bob Eisele, Steve Nicolai, Hugh Rundell 
 

Are you musically talented or computer-savvy and looking for a place to serve? Talk to Greg Boyle about join-

ing the choir, worship team, or tech team. 

 

Pastor Barry 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

What a joy to be together again...to play together, to learn together, and grow 
together in our love for God and each other.  

We made some encouraging things for Mother’s Day and hope to give Dad’s 
their due this month as well.  

June will start summer off with a wonderful review of the major Old Testament 
Bible stories as we seek to draw a deeper understanding of God and how He 
works in our lives. The videos we are watching provide a different perspective 
on these precious insights into God’s character. 
We all need that! 

We can’t wait to see you there! 

Looking forward it!!  

Jennifer  



 We did it!  The past school year certainly brought forth many chang-

es and unknowns, but we had a successful year here at The Giving Tree!  

With the help of our preschool families and my amazing staff, our preschool 

community remined safe and healthy during the pandemic.  The month of 

May was filled with many fun activities.  We explored bugs and butterflies 

as well as learned how they emerge from eggs and chrysalis during these 

warmer months.  The incredible lifecycle of these creatures is truly a re-

minder of all that God has created here on our Earth and the new life taking 

place daily.     

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



 June means it is time for some summer fun.  We are looking forward 

to our two weeks of camp.  Our June theme is Dynamic Dinosaurs and in July the theme is Super Scientists.  

Both camps are filled with indoor and outdoor exploration.  Our preschool families are looking forward to 

this extension of our program.   

We will continue to enroll for the 2021-2022 school year throughout the summer.  We have a few openings 

still available in our T/TH morning and our T/W/TH afternoon sessions.  If you have family or friends with pre-

school age children, please have them contact us for more information. 

Julie Hafenstine, Giving Tree Preschool Director 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 
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