
Dear FCC Family, 

 September has always been associated in my mind with new starts 

and changes. Part of that is due to the change in the seasons. (I know that 

it’s hard to distinguish early September from late August in Kansas, but it 

was a little different where I grew up.) Part of it is due to the pattern en-

grained in my brain of starting the school year in September—before that 

got pushed back before Labor Day. Part of it is probably due to the start of 

transitioning from thinking about baseball to thinking about football. But 

whatever the reasons, September arrives and I find myself expecting  

changes. 

 We’ve got some changes happening here at church as well. Some are 

the regular kind—the Giving Tree has started their school year, for instance, and the sounds of children play-

ing on the playground or coming and going from their classrooms remind those of us in the office that we 

have a wonderful chance to imprint young minds and hearts with the love of Jesus and biblical ways of be-

having. We’ve also started seeing the building being used outside of Sunday morning. Scouts and AA groups 

are once again meeting here; we’ve had a couple of recent weddings (and a renewal ceremony scheduled); 

and church groups are returning for occasional meetings in the building. It’s nice to be able to have some ac-

tivity in the building again, though we must always be careful that we do not equate activity with ministry. 

 More significant changes, however, are happening with our people. Many of you have met or spoken 

to our new Office Coordinator, Lily Rider. If you haven’t had the privilege yet, please do so. She is a delightful 

young lady, a student at KU, and someone who is very interested in improving our office procedures and 

helping us grow. We’re blessed to have her with us. 

 Lily is brand new with us, Angela Puckett is not. Angela has been a vital person in this church for many 

years. In 2020, Angela stepped in when we had a big need and assumed the bookkeeping duties for us—

which included having to set up the bookkeeping system with a new software program, a task that took an 

enormous amount of time, all of which was voluntary on her part. Now Angela is retiring, so that she and 

Tom can spend more time together, do some traveling, and enjoy a more restful schedule. We are so very 

grateful for all that Angela has done—and glad that she and Tom will continue to be actively engaged in our 

church life—but that leads us to another change. 

 Melinda Saunders has joined us, beginning this month as our new bookkeeper. Melinda, her husband, 

James, and their son, L.J., recently moved to Lawrence. James’ work schedule doesn’t allow him to attend on 

Sunday mornings, but the family is glad to be here with us, following Jesus and serving in his church. I hope 

you’ll introduce yourself to her when you have an opportunity. (Look for a more formal introduction coming 

soon.) Melinda will also be helping us in another capacity: beginning in November, she will take over as the 

Church Administrator. 
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 What’s that? Oh, yes, another change for us to navigate. In a couple 

of months, Lisa Hoag will be stepping down from her job as Church Adminis-

trator in order to focus more on her family (i.e., her grandchildren!). Her re-

tirement is well-deserved, after many years of faithful, devoted service to 

FCC. Lisa’s lengthy tenure in her job (which has undergone a number of title 

and duty changes) and her expertise makes her irreplaceable. Fortunately 

for us, she is not leaving the church, but will still be around to help Melinda 

get started well and to answer questions when she or I are baffled by things 

that Lisa knew backwards and forwards. 

 It’s a lot of change to process. But, as the hymn says, “underneath 

are the everlasting arms.” Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). He is well 

able to help us as we move through this season of change. His goodness and his love will be more than 

enough to sustain us when we’re unsure of what lies ahead. And his presence will continue to permeate this 

house as the living God displays his goodness to us and through us to the world. 

 

Trusting in the faithfulness of God, our Rock, with you and for you, 

Pastor Barry 
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FROM THE ELDERS 
Dear church,  
 
The Elders recently had a great leadership retreat with the Trustees. After spending quality time building re-
lationships and getting to know the members of the other team, we joined in discussions relating to the 
church. Among the topics were the vision & mission of the church, facility usage, budgeting, and how to best 
steward & use the resources God has entrusted to us in order to carry out our mission. It was a time of en-
couragement, recognizing God's sovereignty and appreciating one another's service to 
the church.  
  
As elders we have also recently been reading and discussing a book "The Post-Quarantine Church - Six Urgent 
Challenges + Opportunities That Will Determine the Future of Your Congregation". Thus far it has been an 
encouraging and inspiring book hearing how various churches have been responding and adapting to the 
changes in society that COVID had brought about. Many people would love to see things go back to the old 
normal, the one from before COVID... but is this possible? Consider a married couple, enjoying life together 
and no kids yet tying them down. Then they begin a family. Upon having their first child, their world is 
rocked. Their family dynamics have changed... and will never be the same as it was prior to children. They 
certainly had a normal prior to kids, but never to be the same afterwards. Now, they need to adapt to a new 
normal... whatever normal is with children. So we have just experienced, and continue to experience, the 
effects of a pandemic that has deeply impacted the whole world: every demographic, every nation, every so-
ciety; without regard to race, sex, social status, employment, etc. As we come out on this side of the pan-
demic, what will our new normal be? Even if we think we will just return to normal, we can't force society as 
a whole back to the old normal, pretending nothing happened. 
 
And so, we are asking ourselves, one another, and God, how do we best proceed as FCC in effectively 
carrying out our mission as a church? How can we bless the community around us with the 
transformational words and love of Jesus? How can we renew our focus of actively making disciples 
within our neighborhoods? How can we intentionally spur one another on to love and good deeds? We 
would not want to run the risk of settling into being a comfortable social club... that's not what Jesus 
died for. 
 
We recognize that God has entrusted and blessed us with a large and very usable facility, which now is in 
great condition with all the recent maintenance. Also, we are in a very accessible location downtown. 
We don't want to take these things for granted, and see God's resources not used to their full potential. 
How can these be harnessed for the spread of the Gospel? As we've brainstormed, various thoughts 
have come to mind. As with any brainstorming, all suggestions should be voiced and considered. 
Weeding them out, and figuring out the details comes later. Some thoughts have included: hosting events for 
the community, like Alpha Courses, movie and discussion nights, and facility space for the community.   
 
We invite you to share ideas, whether they are well developed, or just half-baked thoughts and 
ramblings. Please reach out to any of the elders (email, text, call, catch us on a Sunday, etc) and share 
with us what God is putting on your mind. Let's embrace the journey God has for us as we pursue Him to-
gether, join in declaring Jesus, and making disciples throughout Lawrence and the world as a team. 
 
Peace to each one of you, 
The Elders. 
  



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello FCC Family, 
The Trustees are in the process of taking bids for additional lighting to be installed on the North and West 
sides of the building. Trustee, David Aikins is working on this along with Elder, Bob Eisele. We are having an 
issue with trash accumulating around the building. Julie arrives early to prepare for the Giving Tree student’s 
arrival, she is spending some of that time picking up trash. We are working on solutions for this issue. We feel 
better lighting would deter individuals from setting up camp on the property. We are also working with the 
LINK leadership asking for their help in making sure the trash gets picked up on the days LINK meals are 
served. 
 
Church Financials as of July 31, 2021 
 

 
Our PPP Loan has been forgiven. This provided an additional $45,965 in revenue. $29,755 was used for FCC 
salaries and $16,210 was used for GT salaries for the covered period. This is not included in the “Income” line 
item above. 
 
It is time to start looking for new members for the 2022 Trustee Board. Mike Bowman, David Aikins,. and 
Tom Puckett have completed their terms. J.R. Neutel, Hugh Rundell, and Steve Nicolai have completed one 
year of their three-year term. The new term will begin on January 1, 2022 and nominees will be voted on dur-
ing the annual meeting in November. If you would like to serve the church in this capacity or would like to 
nominate someone, please contact one of the existing Trustees or Pastor Barry. 
 
We would like to thank our FCC family for their faithful giving, which makes the ministries of FCC possible. 
 
FCC Trustees 



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
We live in a world full of a mix of hope and joy alongside brokenness and pain. 
Recently I’ve been reflecting on parables Jesus taught regarding the Kingdom of 
God. In Matthew 13, parables about the weeds sown in a field of good wheat 
and about the net cast into the lake are reminders that in this world there is a 
mixture of good and evil living alongside each other. In explaining the parable 
of the weeds, Jesus says that the Son of Man will send his angels to gather out 
of his kingdom all causes of lawlessness and evil. Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

On this present earth, the Kingdom of God is not fully established. Certainly it 
has taken root in many places and is powerfully advancing. Yet even where the 
Kingdom is already growing, there continues to be wickedness growing along-
side it. And in places where the Kingdom has hardly any presence, or none at 
all, wickedness is all the more powerfully at work. In the end, the angels will 

separate the evil from the righteous, and the evil will be thrown into the fiery furnace, where there is weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth. 

We see evil abounding whether we look afar at issues of great corruption and bloody war in Afghanistan or 
Ethiopia, or the anxiety and depression brought on by the ramifications of Covid, or even the strife in our 
own neighborhoods and families. 

We, as the Church, are called to be the light of the world, and salt of the earth. We are to actively be a part 
of bringing preservation to society, diminishing decay. Blessed are the feet of him who brings good news, and 
in Jesus, we have great news to share with a broken world! 

The Kingdom of God is indeed advancing, with families and societies being transformed with goodness. Just 
this morning I read of 201 new Ethiopian brothers and sisters in Christ, who formerly followed the ways of 
Islam, and a few days ago were baptized in the name of Jesus. While they have been given Bibles, the work-
ers there are still waiting for the publication of new Bibles in the people’s mother tongue. In Jordan there 
have been many families coming to faith in Jesus after great heartache in the Syrian war. In Iran over recent 
years there has been great wave of Iranians choosing to follow Jesus due to the imposition of extreme Shi’ite 
Islam by the Iranian government. We may see similar trends among the Afghan people, some of whom are 
even relocating to Lawrence. I had the privilege the other day to meet a young Muslim man who is hungry 
and open for learning more of who Jesus is, and what the Bible actually teaches. 

As part of the global Church, we at FCC have a part to play in bringing the life-giving news of Jesus to the bro-
ken and hurting throughout the world. We have many opportunities to speak with those in our community 
ourselves about the goodness of Jesus. We have the privilege of praying and interceding for those who are in 
all sorts of situations. We can partner with and equip those who physically go as Jesus’ representatives to the 
world. 

While there are more opportunities than we can shake a stick at for FCC to be involved in the great commis-
sion of making disciples of all nations, I look forward to seeing how God continues to guide and equip FCC in 
our involvement in his mission. As the Missions Advisory Council (MAC), we desire to bless FCC with aware-
ness of opportunities, and a means of evaluating what opportunities God has been preparing us at FCC to be 
involved with. It is an honor to serve the King of Kings along side you! 

For the King,  

David (on behalf of MAC) 



WORSHIP 
We are going to have to put “The Return of the Choir” on hold for now. It’s 
personally disappointing and I’m sure it’s collectively disappointing, too. 
However, let’s go ahead and err on the side of health, safety and caution, 
and pray the COVID-19 Delta variant soon dissipates. 

Our temporary, earthly mindset often tells us to hurry up and get moving 
on to the next phase of life or the next step of our project, or to “get things 
back to normal.” It’s easy to get caught up in that mindset. Most of us are 
likely experiencing some form of being unnecessarily sped up at this very 
moment. Occasionally, a sense of urgency does pay dividends, but we will 
continue to wait patiently. 

The long-term perspective, yea an eternal one, encourages us to remember the best is yet to come! We will 
be praising the Lord forever and ever! As long as we draw breath on the Earth, we will praise Him, whether 
as part of a choir or not. And for as long as He chooses to sustain us throughout eternity, we will praise Him. 
Blessed be the Name of the Lord! 

Stay tuned for additional news on the FCC Choir as the weeks pass. 

God bless you all! 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

We are praising God that our children have the option to go to school 
and learn alongside friends this year. At the same time, we are praying 
fervently for their protection with the latest COVID variant spreading 
throughout our community. Please keep the children and staff in your 
prayers as they navigate through these difficult times. 
 
In Children’s Ministry this month we have gone on several journeys as 
we learn about God and His love for us. Ms. Jennifer reviewed the 10 
Commandments with us while we climbed, crawled, and slithered 
through an obstacle course. The following week we fashioned binoculars 
and dressed in disguise as we took on the role of spies, like Joshua and 
Caleb scouting out the Promised Land. Our third week of 

August was a noisy one – You may have heard some commotion coming from upstairs if you attended 
the service that day. The children created horns out of paper and sounded them as we marched around 
the walls of Jericho. Finally, we wrapped things up with the story of Ruth and Naomi. The children had a 
great time gleaning wheat and grinding it into flour as we reflected on how God always provides for us. 
 
Please continue to pray for our Children’s Ministry workers, as we try to lighten the load on Ms. Jennifer, 
who has been such a blessing to our children and our church. If you have any interest in helping out in 
any way, please contact Ms. Jennifer or Ms. Sarah and we will be happy to find a good fit for you in this 
amazing ministry of serving our children. 
 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of Heaven 
belongs to such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 
 
Sarah Johnson, Children’s Ministry 



The halls and the classrooms of The Giving Tree have come to life over the 
last few weeks! We have had a great start to our school year. The children 
are so excited when we open our door to start the day. They are busy mak-
ing new friends, enjoying music and movement, working on 
art projects, learning letters and numbers, exploring centers and hearing 
daily Bible stories. We have children who are retuning for another year of 
preschool as well as many new families 
joining us for the first time. 
 
Our Giving Tree COVID Policies and Procedures that we have in place to 
help mitigate the coronavirus have been going well. The children are doing 
an amazing job wearing masks indoors as we follow the current Douglas 
County Health Mask Order for children age 2-11. We are thankful to our 
preschool families for their team effort in helping to keep our preschool 
community healthy. 

 
What a pleasure it is to be working alongside such wonderful Christian women. Thank you to 
Ms. Donna, Ms. Mikayla, Ms. Sarah and Ms. Cathy. We make a great team and each one of you 
has a special talent that enhances our curriculum. Your continued dedication creates a 
rewarding experience for each child in our care. 
 
Please continue to pray for our school year to be full of many blessings. 
Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 
 
julie@fcclawrence.org 
785-838-3668 
www.lawrenceprechool.com 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



From the Kerstetter’s 
 Excitement was in the air as veteran mission-
ary, Bob Kennell, spoke with his years of experience of 
planting a church in a remote location in Papua New 
Guinea. He was invited to our campus to impart a fresh 
vision to reach unreached people groups around the 
world. He spoke of his sacrifice, dedication, and reli-
ance on God to see a church planted among the Bisorio 
People. He shared about his first encounter with these 
indigenous people as they drew close to him with 
fierce shouts and unknown communications, and he 
questioned his decision to bring his family to such an 
aggressive people. He openly shared his struggles in 
working with his partner, but how over time they 
became very close. He told of how he slowly became 
friends with the Bisorio and how he shared in their sor-
rows and joys as he and his family lived life amongst 
them. He told of the thrill of sharing the Good News 

with these people and how they clearly understood the message of salvation after Bob and his co-workers 
taught for months chronologically through the Bible. Many of the Bisorio embraced the truth and accepted 
Jesus as their Savior. 
 Our Fall semester at Ethnos360 Training began on Monday, August 16 th with this time of 
challenge. Bob spoke to a full auditorium which included 39 new students and 43 returning 
students who are participating in the two years of cross-cultural training. Currently there are 
students from across the States as well as from Germany, India, Venezuela, and Columbia. We 
appreciate your prayers and participation in our ministry as we seek to raise up the next 
generation of missionaries who will establish thriving churches among unreached people. 
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