
Hello FCC Family, 

 

Have you been a part of a group watching “The Chosen”? Or have you 

watched it yourself at home? If so, you probably remember plenty of scenes 

(or entire episodes) that helped you visualize some aspect of Jesus’ ministry, 

or what it might have been like to be one of his first disciples. Yes, it’s just 

one group of writers using their sanctified imagination, along with input 

and counsel from credible evangelical biblical scholars, to give us their take 

on the stories in the gospels and filling in the parts that the Bible doesn’t tell 

us. But what they have produced is quite remarkable, and in my opinion, 

very well done. I love to encourage friends, family, and random strangers to 

check it out—because if people do, they’ll find it’s not only entertaining, it’s interesting, even captivating. The 

compelling drama of the story draws the audience in, and before you know it, they’re actually thinking about 

the words of Jesus and about who he is. 

 

“The Chosen” is just one of a number of vehicles that we can use to present Jesus to people around us. You 

may think that sharing Jesus with others is for someone else to do, but each one of us has a circle of influ-

ence—people that we touch, for whom we may be the only person they know who can introduce them to 

Jesus. We don’t need to win arguments about issues or have all the answers for every question and objection 

about Christian faith. We don’t have to be able to solve everyone’s personal problems or provide everything 

they are lacking. What we need to do is to honestly share the truth of the gospel, the good news about Jesus. 

His story is compelling, and his love for people is unmatched. Plus, the Holy Spirit can do far more than we 

imagine, if we will only take the chance to let someone know that God loves them and that they can have a 

different life by following Jesus, who died for them and was raised from the dead. 

 

And let’s not forget this as well—there’s another story that we all can tell. Each of us has a story, the story of 

what God has done for us. Your life story will speak volumes to someone—someone who can relate to you 

and what you have gone through. No matter whether your life has been exciting or dull, whether you’ve 

been successful or a complete loser in the eyes of the world, whether you have a dramatic conversion story 

or grew up in church and can’t recall exactly when you found the Lord—your story is a powerful message 

that God can use to help others come to Christ. So tell your story. Tell what Jesus Christ has done for you. 

You never know just who it might be that is listening to you, watching you to see if this Jesus thing is real. 

And if they ask a lot of questions that you can’t answer, just say what Philip said to Nathanel (it’s in the first 

chapter of John’s gospel as well as in “The Chosen,” season 2, episode 2!): “Come and see! “ 

 

Let’s see what God can do, together! 

Pastor Barry 

OCTOBER 2021 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello, FCC family, 
 
 King David gives us incredible exhortation in the opening Psalm. “Blessed is the man who . . . delights 
in the law of the LORD, and on His law he meditates day and night. This person will be as a tree planted by 
streams of water, whose leaf does not wither, and which yields its fruit in season. Whatever they put their 
hand to prospers.” 
 I wish to encourage each of you to be intentional to meditate on God’s word day and night, and as 
you do, to delight in God’s ways, and communing with Him. 
 This past week I have been meditating upon the goodness of God’s ways. It began with Deuteronomy 
4:6-8. Moses had just given the ten commandments, the law, to the Israelites. Moses then tells them “Be 
careful to observe all this law that I have set before you, for that will be your wisdom and understanding in 
the sight of all the peoples, who when they hear these decrees will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and 
understanding people!’ For what other nation has a god so near to them as the Lord our God is to us, when-
ever we call on His name? And what other nation has decrees and statutes so righteous as all this body of 
laws I set before you today?” 
 I believe that would still be true today. That as the Church authentically lives out the ways of Jesus 
with intentionality and integrity, others will notice how wise and understanding the people of Jesus are. The 
goodness of Jesus’s ways will be seen. Yes, I do recognize that we live in a world in which many people have 
stopped listening to sound doctrine, and instead gather around them teachers who teach what their itching 
ears desire (2 Timothy 4:3). Yet we are called to be salt and light in a world filled with great brokenness. 
Whether we look on the level of governments, society, business, family, or individuals, we see much broken-
ness. And so, there should be a stark contrast seen between the ways of the world and the Church, as we live 
lives that are directed by the ways of Jesus. 
 Micah points out (in chapter 6), how God was bringing judgment and destruction upon the Israelites 
due to their waywardness, lives marked by sin according to the ways of the 
world, and not being steadfast to the LORD. God was saying to them how 
they would eat, but never be satisfied; plant, but not harvest crops for 
themselves; try to save up, but their savings just go to others. The Israelites’ 
lives would be marked with frustration and brokenness as a result of their 
neglecting the living God. Likewise, it is true as well today if we choose to 
neglect God. Life according to Jesus’ ways just works a whole lot better. 
 Brothers and sisters, as we yoke ourselves to Jesus, He will guide 
and lead us in ways that are good. For the sake of God’s glory, let’s commit 
to aligning our lives all the more to the ways of Jesus. Let’s live empowered 
by the Spirit, devoted to God’s excellent ways, such that our lives will shine 
as stars in this broken world, and people will note the wisdom and under-
standing that comes from the living Triune God. Let’s meditate upon His 
word, and allow our lives to be transformed into beauty through it! 
 
In Christ,  
David Nanne 
  



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello FCC Family, 
 
 God has richly blessed us in multiple ways this past year. Giving has continued to be good, but a little 
behind expenses (including loan payments). The church qualified for and received loan forgiveness for a sec-
ond round PPP loan, which helped us to build up a little bit of a cash surplus. Our non-designated invest-
ments at Christian Church Foundation earned about $15,000, which is being withdrawn and put towards pay-
ing off the loan. The Giving Tree has received a large grant that helps with the Fall payroll. Because of that, 
the Trustees felt comfortable carrying slightly lower reserves in our general accounts. The remaining balance 
on the building loan of $70,712.44 has been paid off.   
 The 2022 church year budgeting process has started.  The various ministries are working on their por-
tions of the budget and the trustees will get those recommendations in October. 
 We are still looking for anyone who is interested in serving on the Trustee board.  Terms run for three 
years and the names of the nominees need to be published one month before the annual meeting in early 
November when the vote takes place. If you would like to serve the church in this capacity or would like to 
nominate someone, please contact one of the existing Trustees or Pastor Barry. 
 
We would like to thank our FCC Family for their faithful giving, which makes the ministries of FCC possible. 
 
Mike Bowman, Chair; Steve Nicolai, Treasurer 

 YTD Actual 
$194,921 

YTD Budget 
$215,817 

YTD Actual - YTD 
Budget  
$(20,896) 

Income $194,921 $215,817 $  (20,896) 

Expenses $203,610 $213,003 $  (9,393) 

Over/(Under) $  (8,689)   



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Hello FCC Family, 

We had a productive Missions Advisory Council (MAC) meeting in September.  

To start the meeting, we elected Stan Sauer as Chair, and Merry Nanne as 

Vice-Chair.   

Over the past few months, we have been working on preparing tools to help 

us evaluate ministries to invest in. Also, we have been seeking God on how He 

might want us to be faithfully giving to missions as a means of aligning our 

vision as a church with the Kingdom purposes of God. 

We have been blessed as a church body to be reminded weekly of how God 

has blessed us and given us the opportunity to tithe, to give back to God a 

portion of what he has entrusted to us in order that we may help further His 

Kingdom. When we consider the idea of tithing (giving 10% of our income) as individuals and families, it rais-

es the question of whether we are tithing as a church body. That led us to review FCC's budget for 2021. 

In considering how FCC is involved financially in missions, we looked at the budget for this past year so that 

we could make recommendations to the elders for the upcoming budget of 2022. In 2021, the church’s budg-

et estimated that our income would total $324,000. That which was designated specifically to be spent for 

missions was $11,000. This equated to 3.4% of the budget. The missions category includes financial support 

of any ministry (both global and local) focused on spreading the gospel of Jesus outside of FCC walls. We de-

sire to see FCC as a church model tithing for the congregation, which would mean increasing our support for 

missions. We are therefore preparing a recommendation for the 2022 church budget for the consideration of 

the elders and trustees that would move us closer to that goal.  

We discussed how we would recommend distributing additional funds for missions. In a previous update we 
had shown a snip of a chart we were developing to help us measure how missions ministries aligned with 
FCC’s vision and purpose. This chart is designed to display two criteria: (a) where the focus of a particular 
ministry lines up with our priorities and (b) the relational connection of that ministry or missionary to FCC.  
On the next page is a much more complete image of that chart. Various ministries that we have been in-
volved with in the past are shown on the chart, and evaluated in terms of ministry focus and relational con-
nection to FCC. We look forward to sharing more about this with you in upcoming weeks. If you have any 
questions, we would love to discuss them with you.  Feel free to reach out to Stan Sauer 
(ssauer@reagan.com) or Merry Nanne (dm.nanne@gmail.com). 
 

Blessings, 

The MAC team 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ssauer@reagan.com


MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

  

This chart shows how various missions ministries that we have supported in the past, or might support in the 

future, are relationally connected with our church and align with our priorities as a church. The MAC  spent 

several months praying and discussing what we felt represented God’s desires for us as a church—his 

“assignment” for us regarding our involvement in his mission for his church. We constructed a priority list of 

the types of ministries that were mandated by Scripture, or were rooted in biblical values, or had been histori-

cally undertaken by Christians as something consistent with Christian teaching and values (represented by the 

vertical axis). The higher the priority, the higher on the chart. We also devised a means for scoring the 

strength of the relational connection to FCC for a person or a ministry seeking our support or involvement 

(represented by the horizontal axis). The further to the right on the chart, the closer the relational connection. 

The position on this chart serves as a beginning point, one factor in our process  for evaluating our support for 

a ministry or missionary. 



WORSHIP 
Hi Church Family, 

Pastor Barry’s sermon series about our relationships with God have been 

reminding us about who God is and what he is like. Our worship songs and 

hymns during this series have also been helping us remember who it is we 

worship, and who he is for us. Here are some excerpts from the lyrics of 

the hymns and songs we’ve been singing. Let’s continue to think about the 

truths that they carry—they will reinforce our faith and strengthen our 

walk with the Lord. 

 

“Lord of all creation, of water, earth, and sky, the heavens are your tabernacle; glory to the Lord on high. God 

of wonders beyond our galaxy, you are holy, holy. The universe declares your majesty; you are holy, holy Lord 

of heaven and earth.” 

“Lord, our Lord, Eternal Father, great Creator, God and Friend; boundless power gave full expression to your 

love which knows no end.” 

“We worship you, Lord Christ, our Savior and our King.” 

“My Shepherd will supply my need: Jehovah is his name.” 

“Because the Lord is my Shepherd, I have everything that I need.” 

“Come let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our God, our Maker; for he is our God and 

we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.” 

“Oh, worship the King, all glorious above; oh gratefully sing his power and his love. Our Shield and Defender, 

the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise . . . Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and 

Friend.” 

 

And here’s something that we always want to remember: 

“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! I 

once was lost, but now, am found; was blind, but now I see. The Lord 

has promised good to me; his word my hope secures. He will my shield 

and portion be as long as life endures. My chains are gone, I’ve been 

set free. My God, my Savior has ransomed me. And like a flood his 

mercy rains—unending love, amazing grace.” 

Keep singing! 

With our love—the worship and tech teams. 

 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

It has been an exciting month in Children’s Ministry as we continue 
working our way through the Old Testament! We started out September 
by creating torches out of yellow and orange tissue paper and paper 
towel rolls so that we could stand bravely with God just like Gideon’s 
army did when they conquered their enemies by confusion (Judges 7). 
The next week we were inspired by the story of Hannah’s decision to 
dedicate her son Samuel’s life to God after He blessed her with a child (1 
Samuel 1). We made telephones with Styrofoam cups and string in order 
to listen to God when He speaks to us. Our third week was especially 
exciting because Ms. Jennifer measured and drew a 9-foot Goliath so 
that the children could use slingshots and ping pong balls to knock him 
over after hearing the story of David’s bravery and faith in God’s ability 

to use him in battle (1 Samuel 17). We wrapped up the month learning about King Saul and David’s relation-
ship that turned sour along with Saul’s heart (1 Samuel 19). Ms. Jennifer cut open a lemon and added sodium 
carbonate with food coloring to give the children a visual of what happened to King Saul’s heart when he 
stopped following God. 
 
Please continue to pray for Children’s Ministry and our precious children. We continue to need helpers 
as our ministry grows.  Please send an email to Sarah@fcclawrence.org, or reach out to me on a Sunday 
if you’re interested in being a part of this loving team. 
 
I’ll leave you with a sweet quote from one of our children… 
 
“God could do a cartwheel from church all the way to Colorado!” – Caleb 
 
I can’t help but picture Jesus doing just that when we decide to give our hearts to him. 
 
Sarah Johnson 



Fall has officially arrived. Here at the Giving Tree, we have been exploring all 
that comes with this beautiful season. Whether it is the harvest of apples 
and pumpkins or the beauty of the changing leaves, we are thankful for the 
reminder of all that God has created here on earth. All of these changes 
happening within nature help to illustrate examples of God’s creation. 
 
We end each preschool day by sharing a Bible story. So far this school year, 
we have been learning about the Bible, prayer, and Creation during this spe-
cial part of our day. Not only does fall remind us that we are surrounded by 
God’s magnificent creation, but most importantly we are reminded that we 
are surrounded by His constant love. 
 
Douglas County recently extended the mask order for children age 2-11 
while indoors through December 22nd to help mitigate the spread of 
COVID. The Giving Tree students continue to do an amazing job wearing 

them! We are thankful that we have not had to close any classrooms due to exposures. 
 
Thank you for your continued prayers for our amazing preschool program! 
 
Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 
785-838-3668 
julie@fcclawrence.org 
www.lawrencepreschool.com 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
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