
Hello FCC Family, 

Recently, we received an accusatory email that was sent to our website. It 

was the sort of message that comes our way periodically: sometimes it’s the 

rantings of someone who is mentally unstable, sometimes it’s a bit of child-

ish temper in the form of vandalism. Jesus warned his disciples that they 

could expect to be hated, so even though it is tiresome or even maddening, 

we ought not be surprised. 

But as I considered what this person said about our church, it made me re-

call what was really the case. And that opened up the springs of gratitude 

within that really made me glad.  

I remembered that there were people who had given hundreds—perhaps thousands—of hours over the 

years, volunteering to provide food for the hungry through L.I.N.K., or serving families with children who 

were going through the programs of Family Promise so that they could obtain secure housing. I thought of 

the thousands of dollars that flowed through our church’s support for these two ministries and for the be-

nevolence fund each year—all expressions of the love of Christ for the needy in our community.  

But it wasn’t just our church’s general support that came to my mind. I also thought of all of the sacrifices 

that were quietly being offered in the homes and lives of people in our church: those who have taken the 

troubled children of relatives into their home, fed and clothed them, housed them, gave them a safe place to 

stay for months or even years (often without any thanks); or those who have spent enormous amounts of 

money, even to the point of endangering their own security, in order to support family members who were 

victims of the negligence or criminal behavior of others; or those who have faithfully loved and supported 

children and adults with special needs for years, even decades; or those who were caring for parents who 

required special assistance as their health declined and their resources were failing. I thought of those who 

had actually given someone who was needy a place to live in their own homes over the past couple of years, 

or who had paid for hotel rooms or rent so that a family in a pinch could have a chance to make a change 

without having to stay on the streets. I thought of the faithful servants who show the love of Jesus in simple 

ways week after week: greeting strangers on Sunday mornings with a warm smile and genuine care; provid-

ing rides for others who need transporta-

tion; cleaning up the communion trays or 

the garbage left around the church grounds; 

showing up week after week to serve in chil-

dren’s church, or on the worship team, or 

the tech crew, or helping with maintenance, 

or leading a small group.  

NOVEMBER 2021 



I could go on and on—stop laughing, that’s not what I mean. I’m trying to be 

serious here! But let me point out two powerful Scriptures that express the 

heart of God toward his church, toward us in this church. 

“For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have 

shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the 

saints.” (Hebrews 6:10) 

“Your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.” (Matthew 6:4) 

I know I speak for all of the elders when I say that we are filled with grati-

tude for all that you do; even more for who you are as our brothers and sis-

ters, children of God, beloved by the Father and by us as well.  

“We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you.” (Colossians 1:3) 

For all the elders, with our love, 

Pastor Barry 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello FCC Family, 
 
The church budgeting process for 2022 has started.  The Trustees have been working with the Elders, wor-
ship and tech teams, Missions Advisory Council, office and Giving Tree staff on the expenses side of the budg-
et.  The stewardship commitment cards will be sent out soon which will help the Trustees with the income 
side of the budget.  Please prayerfully consider your giving for next year and return your card by Sunday, No-
vember 14, if possible. If you need more time to consider what the Lord would have you commit to give, you 
are welcome to submit your stewardship commitments whenever you like, though it would be most helpful 
to have them before the start of the new year.  
 
Below are the numbers for our year to date income, expenses, and actual vs. budget through the end of Sep-
tember.  The reason for the large jump in expenses from last month is the building loan payoff amount of 
$71,208.65 which was made in September. 
 
Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity is supporting the work of the Lord through our church. 
 
Mike Bowman,  Trustee Chair 
Steven Nicolai, Treasurer 

 YTD Actual  YTD Budget  YTD Actual -  
YTD Budget  

Income $ 212,176 $ 242,794 $ (30,618) 

Expenses $ 296,708 $239,629 $  57,080 

Over/(Under) $  (84,532) $   3,165  



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

The Missions Advisory Council has had a productive year so far. We are 

thankful to have a great team assembled and for the favor the Lord has 

shown us to get things accomplished. One of our primary goals was to 

visit with each one of our primary missionaries.  This summer we visited 

the Ethnos 360 mission base in central Missouri. There we met with the 

Kerstetters who serve by training new missionary candidates who are 

being sent to remote lands. Recently we were blessed to meet with the 

Swansons and Rachael Costello who serve with the Wycliffe Bible Trans-

lators. Over lunch we were able to hear their hearts and testimonies in 

regards to Bible translation in remote parts of Mexico.  We found, like 

many of us, Covid has caused challenges and grief. Each shared their 

needs in regards to their current and upcoming budgets. Our team was 

able to recommend to the Elders and Trustees allocation of existing funds to help with their budget 

shortfalls. This is only possible because of the generous giving to the general and missionary funds that our 

FCC family does. 

Our team has created a structure and process that helps us review all of our mission efforts. We want to as-

sist and ensure to our leaders that there is accountability in the allocation of church funds. 

Our next efforts will be interacting and meeting with representatives for Student Mobilization, Intervarsity, 

Family Promise, and the Christian Woman’s Fellowship. Each of our supported missions will fill out screening 

questionnaires and go through a 3-step intake process. Since we are applying this process to new mission 

considerations, we felt it would be a good idea to have all existing missions do the same to be consistent 

throughout.  

We have a good amount of work to wrap up the year and hope to continue an up-close approach for each of 

the missions we support.  

 

Blessings, 

The MAC team 



Rachael Costello serves with Wycliffe Bible Translators in Oaxa-

ca, Mexico.  Here is an excerpt from her latest newsletter. 

Some of you have been praying with me about a serious situa-

tion in the Jicaltepec Mixtec translation team that affects the future of 

the work.  While I was in Mexico, I learned that a member of the transla-

tion team has for many years been engaged in dishonest and immoral 

behavior. His actions have repercussions for the victims, for local believ-

ers who trusted him, and for the reputation and reception of the Bible 

translation we have been working on for so long. He has been confront-

ed about this sinful behavior pattern by a leader of a sponsoring organi-

zation and by an authority from his church denomination, but the situation is not yet resolved. Through 

much prayer and discussion, my supervisors and I came to the decision that until this situation is resolved, I 

should cease participation in the Jicaltepec translation project. I am confident that it was the right decision, 

but it grieves me that it was necessary.  

For now, I am devoting my time to other projects that have been needing more of my attention, such as pre-

paring to teach an online translation workshop about the first half of the book of Exodus and integrating 

new members into the Spanish Translator’s Notes team. Let’s pray that the situation with the Jicaltepec 

team is resolved soon so that I can see that translation project through to completion.  

 

For the past three and a half years, I have been supervising 

the team that produces Spanish Translator’s Notes, a series 

of Bible translation manuals that go verse-by-verse through 

a book of the Bible explaining each verse and giving transla-

tors advice on how to translate it well. We have made some 

progress in improving our work processes, but we’ve really 

needed more people to do the work! I’m pleased to report 

that God has been bringing more people to join our team. 

We now have another full-time adapter; also, two part-

time volunteer adapters, both of whom are Bible translation consultants, are starting training. A retired 

seminary professor is volunteering to check our work, and two new translators are about to start working 

with us as well.   

Here’s my contact information—say ‘hello’ some time! 

US mailing address: 634 Illinois Street, Lawrence, KS 66044 

US cell phone: 785-979-3757 

Email: Rachael_costello@wycliffe.org 
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WORSHIP 
Hey  Church! 

GIVE THANKS –  

“Give thanks with a grateful heart” (life, family, friends, food, shelter, jobs, 

clothing, creation, clean water, health, seasons, animals, sleep, laughter, 

play, etc.) 

“Give thanks to the Holy One” (God our Father, Jesus our Savior, the Holy 

Spirit our Comforter, the church who is His bride for fellowship and encour-

agement and a channel of honoring and praising the One Who Sits on the 

Throne) 

“Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ His Son” (the One who bore our sins and forgives our sins, our 

Hope of eternal life, the Way, Truth and Life, our teacher, commander, 

master, king, shepherd, and friend) 

“And now let the weak say I am strong, 

Let the poor say I am rich, 

Because of what the Lord has done for us.” 

“Give thanks!” 

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone! May your cups of gratitude and horns of 

plenty be filled to overflowing. All God’s best to all of you, 

Greg and Jennifer 

(Words and music by Henry Smith © 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 

[Admin. by Integrity Music] CCLI License # 138830) 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

The month of October has brought a chill in the air, but our hearts are 
still on fire for Jesus in FCC’s Children’s Ministry! Speaking of fire, we 
kicked the month off with the exciting story of Elijah and Elisha, who 
were separated by a fiery chariot before Elijah was carried up to heaven 
in a whirlwind. (2 Kings 2: 1-12) The children learned about God’s plan 
for Elisha to succeed Elijah as prophet (1 Kings 19:16). They had fun mir-
roring each other the same way that Elisha shadowed his mentor, Elijah. 
Ms. Jennifer encouraged them to think of godly people in their lives that 
they could look up to (most mentioned their parents). The kids also en-
joyed drawing faces of Elisha, the prophets of Baal, King Ahaz, etc. and 
giving them angry eyebrows!   
 

 
Another incredible story we explored this month was 
the book of Jonah. The children learned that God is with 
us even when we make bad decisions, forgiving us when 
we turn to Him and seek to make things right. They also 
learned the importance of following God even when we 
don’t want to. God’s love and compassion abounds in 
this story of loving our enemies. To bring the story to 
life we fashioned silver cups into fish and attached a 
ping pong ball to each cup to represent Jonah (see pic-
ture). 
 
Sarah Johnson 
Children’s Ministry 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 
Next month we’ll be studying about Daniel and his friends, and how they 
handle being taken prisoner to a new pagan nation. Will they stay true 
to the Lord or blend into this enemy culture? We’ll see!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“It’s not even a 
battle if you have 
Jesus on your side –  
 
You will always 
win!” -Sydney, age 6 
 
Sarah Johnson 
Children’s Ministry 



The month of November provides us with opportunities to pause and re-
flect on what God has provided to our community and our individual fami-
lies.  God not only continues to bless me personally, but He continues to 
bless our preschool program and for this I am very thankful.  Throughout 
the month, the teachers and I are looking forward to sharing what it means 
to give thanks and be thankful as we approach the Thanksgiving holiday.  
This season provides us ample opportunities to learn about kindness, 
friendship and how God made each child special in his/her own way.  Shar-
ing God’s love through play, music, literature and Bible stories within our 
daily curriculum is such a blessing and brings with it much joy as a teacher.   
 
The Giving Tree has a couple of openings still available for the current 
school year.  If you have family or friends with children age 3 to kindergar-
ten, please tell them about the Giving Tree.  Brochures are available in the 
FCC Fellowship Hall.  We provide a faith-based environment to grow, ex-

plore, discover and as well as promote school readiness using fun and innovative techniques. 
 
I wish you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving.  
 
Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 
785-838-3668 
julie@fcclawrence.org 
www.lawrencepreschool.com 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



Dr. Barry M. Foster, Senior Pastor  barry@fcclawrence.org 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader greg@fcclawrence.org 

Julie Hafenstine, Director of Giving Tree julie@fcclawrence.org 

Melinda Saunders, Church Administrator      

 melinda@fcclawrence.org 

Bookkeeper financial@fcclawrence.org  

Office Coordinator office@fcclawrence.org 

Board of Elders elders@fcclawrence.org 

Board of Trustees trustees@fcclawrence.org 

Personnel Board personnelboard@fcclawrence.org 

1000 Kentucky St. 

Lawrence, KS 66044 


