
Hello FCC Family, 

I don’t know what December is like in your house, but in ours it involves a lot 

of boxes. There’s all the boxes that store the Christmas decorations that 

have to be located, moved, opened, unloaded, and put back in their storage 

spot until the end of the month when we will reverse the process. The same 

goes for the Christmas dishes that replace our regular dishes. Then there are 

all the boxes that arrive on the front step courtesy of various shipping com-

panies, whose services allow us to shop for all the family without leaving our 

house. Those boxes are emptied (or maybe simply wrapped), sometimes re-

used, and eventually flattened and recycled. And let’s not forget the stack of 

sundry boxes in assorted sizes that have been saved just in case they might fit a certain Christmas present. It 

wouldn’t be fair to say that the line of boxes is endless, but it can start to feel like that if you stop to count 

them all. And it would be fair to say that it is hard to imagine Christmas at our house without boxes. 

There’s another way that Christmas is associated with boxes for me. As I look back on my life (so far!), it 

seems like my experience of Advent and Christmas falls into two basic boxes. In the first box (mostly, but not 

entirely, connected to my youth and childhood), Christmas is a long way off. It feels like it will never get here. 

I’m waiting, and waiting, wondering how much longer until the wonderful day arrives. The season of Advent 

trudges on, like a weary mother carrying her child through the snow. The music on the radio and in every 

store and business plays on a repeating loop and everything seems to be operating in slow-motion. 

In the second box (beginning, I think, with college, when “Advent” was usually and quite unceremoniously 

evicted from its home in my mind and replaced by “finals”), Christmas rushes toward us like an avalanche, 

roaring with a frenzy, and swallowing everything in its path. Forget about trying to enjoy Advent, or to pon-

der what God might want of me this 

season—the all-too-short weeks crash 

into one another, burying me under the 

weight of responsibilities, budgets, 

deadlines, and innumerable lists of gifts, 

errands, activities, commitments, and 

things to get done before December 25. 

I’m reduced to the bare attempt at sur-

vival, hoping somehow that God will 

redeem the season and bring order to 

the threatening chaos. 
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I suspect that most of us have spent many a Christmas in the latter box, 

bravely (but often vainly) trying to ski down the mountain just ahead of the 

avalanche. But for about fourteen hundred years, it was the opposite. Prior 

to the birth of Jesus, faithful Jews lived year after year in the first box. Gen-

eration after generation waited for the coming of the Messiah, for the time 

when all of their waiting would be rewarded with the peace and goodness of 

the kingdom of God, for the coming of what we now celebrate as Christmas. 

The book of Hebrews is usually not one that we think of when we think of 

the Christmas story. But the author of Hebrews offers us tremendous insight 

into what was happening through those long centuries of waiting. In chapter 

11, he cites a number of the famous heroes of Israelite history in the Old Testament and points out how they 

serve as examples of faithful believers, who held fast to God’s promise despite not seeing it come to pass in 

their lifetime. “All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what 

was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it.” (Hebrews 11:13). 

Waiting for Christmas is hard. So is slowing down to consider what Christmas is, what it means, why it 

matters. Both are made easier—or at least, more satisfying and fulfilling—when we choose to focus on the 

promise of God, and on the God who has given us his promise. For when we rest in the grip of God, the fa-

ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the one who has promised to bring his kingdom to earth, to bring us good 

(and to make us good!), then Christmas becomes the holy reminder of the God who kept his promise. Advent 

then becomes a reason to pause, to deliberately remember, to choose once more to stand in faith, trusting in 

the God who came to us, who abides with us, our Lord Immanuel. And that changes our Christmas forever, 

no matter which box we find ourselves in, or how slowly or quickly the days pass while we’re waiting.  

I’m holding onto the promise of Christmas with you, and believing that the goodness of God will be more and 

more evident in our separate lives and in our life together, as we follow Jesus Christ in faith as his people. 

 

 

Because of Christmas, 

Pastor Barry 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Hi church family, 
 
We started incorporating more prayer time into Children’s Ministry this 
month by creating a prayer jar, in which each child placed popsicle sticks 
containing people or things to pray about. At the start of each Sunday, a 
child volunteers to lead our prayer and pulls two popsicle sticks out of 
the prayer jar for ideas. They have ranged anywhere from, “My Mom,” 
to “Pastor Barry,” “The Persecuted Church,” and simply, “Getting Things 
Done.” It is so special to hear a child talking to God.  
 
 
 

 
Our first week we watched the story of The Fiery 
Furnace (Daniel 3:8-25) where Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego refused to worship King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image, and were cast 
into a fiery furnace as punishment. The children 
created their own furnaces using paper bags and 
orange/red/yellow tissue paper. They colored 
and pasted an image of the three men, along with 
a mysterious fourth man, into their furnaces.  
 
 
 
 
 
Week two we watched the story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6) and discussed people in the Bible 
who were made stronger when they were saved by God’s loving hands. The following week we watched Ne-
hemiah rebuild the wall of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1:1-7:73), and the children built their own walls using Legos. 
We talked about how Nehemiah stayed focused on God’s plan even when the enemies tried to distract him 
and get in the way.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 
 
 
We wrapped up the month with the story of Mordecai and Queen Es-
ther (Esther 1-7), who fasted and prayed in order to save their people 
from Haman’s dangerous plot to harm the Jews. Mrs. Jennifer had fun 
teaching the children how to make origami crowns.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
November is a great reminder to practice thankfulness. We are so thankful for the kids we get to teach and 
the volunteers who give their time to Children’s Ministry. God has blessed our church with some precious 
little hearts who love Jesus and love to learn about Him. Praise God, for He is good!  
 
“I am thankful for my brother, Reece.” – Elle, age 5 
 
Next month we look forward to learning about the birth of two very important people (one much more so 
than the other) – John the Baptist and of course, Jesus.  
 
Sarah Johnson 
Children’s Ministry 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 

What a busy time for FCC! We have been collecting shoe boxes for 

Operation Christmas Child, preparing for the annual meeting and 

election of new leadership candidates, planning 2022 budgets, gath-

ering stewardship commitments—the list goes on and on. I am in 

awe of our church and the hearts of our church family. For every 

venture that God leads our church into, I have seen folks step in and 

volunteer their time and resources without hesitation: vacuuming 

floors of the church and cleaning bathrooms, making and serving 

meals at LINK, volunteering in the children’s ministry on Sundays, 

offering rides to church. Each is taking the talents that God has given 

them and using them to light the world around them. 

To share a little more of Chris Rice’s song “Go Light Your World”: 

There is a candle in every soul 

Some brightly burning, some dark and cold 

There is a Spirit who brings a fire 

Ignites a candle and makes his home 

 

So carry your candle, run to the darkness 

Seek out the helpless, confused and torn 

Hold out your candle for all to see it 

Take your candle and go light your world 

 

As I look out on our church family, I see the Holy Spirit blow-

ing through us. I see candles being lit and flames being 

fanned. I eagerly look forward to seeing where God is leading 

FCC and each of us individually. As we are moving into the 

holiday season, I would encourage each of you to take that 

candle, and, as the song says, “go light your world.” Your 

world may be your family as they gather for festivities; it may 

be a neighbor that is alone for the holidays; it may be some-

one unexpected that you haven’t even met yet. Wherever 

you find God placing you, know that He is living within you 

and is just looking for opportunities to shine through you.  

Love and Blessings to each of you! 

Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 

 
 



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello FCC Family, 
 
Our financial report for year-to-date income and expenses (through October 31) is included on the chart be-

low. The reason for the large jump in expenses from last month is the building loan payoff amount of 

$71,208.65 that happened in September, which was paid for with earnings from our investments and money 

in our reserves. 

Thank you to everyone who has turned in your stewardship commitment cards. If you haven’t turned yours 

in yet, it’s not too late to do so. Your generous giving is making our job as trustees easier.  We welcomed our 

incoming trustees, Bob Leffler and Kenneth Davin. They are attending our meetings as non-voting trustees 

elect to see the budgeting process and give input on the budget they will be working with next year as trus-

tees. 

We have hired a new custodial service that started December 1st.  Thank you to all the folks that helped out 

this past month filling in while we looked for a replacement. 

We are still looking for a part-time person for the front office. If you know of someone that might be interest-

ed, contact Pastor Barry. 

Mike Bowman,  Trustee Chair 
Steven Nicolai, Treasurer 

 YTD Actual  YTD Budget  YTD Actual -  
YTD Budget  

Income $ 232,897 $ 269,771 $ (36,874) 

Expenses $ 315,522 $266,254 $  49,268 

Over/(Under) $  (82,625) $   3,517  



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

Hello FCC Family, 

Lately I’ve been thinking quite a bit about these passages: “The one who 

is faithful in a very little thing is also faithful in much” (Luke 16:10); and 

“His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful slave. You were 

faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter 

the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:21, NASB).  Think about the early 

life of king David faithfully tending sheep, not being noticed or regarded. 

Yet in that service he had to defend the flock from the lion and bear. 

Even as a young man he would face a giant. When he was offered tradi-

tional weapons, he refused them and used what he had been successful 

with while defending his flock. 

When thinking of our church family, I see so many examples of people serving each other in the local body, 

helping to feed the hungry, ministering to our children, helping with projects for the less fortunate and gen-

erously giving to support our mission efforts. All of these, whether they seem like small acts or quite large, 

are important indicators of faithfulness. The important part for us is to remain faithful and steadfast. I be-

lieve it is the Lord’s will to expand our works to the “much” and “many” as promised in the passages above. 

 

Blessings, 

Stan Sauer  

Missions Advisory Council Chair  



WORSHIP 
Hey FCC Family—  

I am AMAZED that Christmas is almost here. I am AMAZED the year 2022 is 

almost upon us. It’s hard to say (or write) 2022. But more than this…so 

very much more than any of this…I am AMAZED by the Incarnation of Jesus 

Christ! Max Lucado says it much better, so I’ll yield to him and these two 

passages from his book, God Came Near. Be blessed and AMAZED this sea-

son!  

 

“She touches the face of the infant-God. How long was your journey! This 

baby had overlooked the universe. These rags keeping him warm were the robes of eternity. His golden 

throne room had been abandoned in favor of a dirty sheep pen. And worshiping angels had been replaced 

with kind but bewildered shepherds. Meanwhile, the city hums. The merchants are unaware that God has vis-

ited their planet. The innkeeper would never believe that he had just sent God into the cold.” 

― Max Lucado, God Came Near: God's Perfect Gift 

 

(A few of the…) “25 Questions For Mary” 
From Max Lucado’s Book, God Came Near. 
 

1. What was it like watching him pray? 

4. Did you ever feel awkward teaching him how he created the world? 

6. Did you ever see him with a distant look on his face as if he were listening to someone you couldn’t 

hear? 

9. Did you ever try to count the stars with him….and succeed? 

14. Did you ever scold him? 

19. Did he ever wake up afraid? 

25. Did you ever think, “That’s God eating my soup?” 

 
Jennifer and I wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas!  

All God’s very best to you, 

 

Greg 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2831356


As we move into the month of December, we continue to give thanks for all 
that our Lord provides.  The Giving Tree classrooms are full of excitement 
as we approach the Christmas season.  We look forward to learning the 
letters Y and J, decorating Christmas trees, exploring the yule log, working 
on the skill of estimation with jingle bells and wrapping presents in dra-
matic play.  Most of all, we treasure the opportunity to share the Christmas 
story as part of our daily curriculum.  Through all of the fun and excite-
ment, we make certain that our focus remains on the birth of Jesus and 
that special night in Bethlehem.  Happy Birthday Jesus!   
 
The Giving Tree Annual Christmas Program has always been a favorite tra-

dition for our teachers and preschool families.  In the wake of COVID-19, 

like many other traditions, we are having to find other ways to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus during the upcoming Christmas season.  Each class has 

been working hard to learn songs to share with our families in a safe manner.  We plan to video each class 

singing two songs that will be posted on our Facebook page for 12 days.  The 12 Days of Giving Tree Christ-

mas will begin on December 2nd and post each weekday through December 17th.   

Be sure to check it out at www.facebook.com/TheGivingTreePreschool. 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



Thank you for your continued support and prayers for our preschool pro-

gram.  I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and I hope the holiday season 

brings much happiness and good health to your family. 

 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 

785-838-3668 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

www.lawrencepreschool.com   

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  

mailto:julie@fcclawrence.org
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