
As a boy growing up in Colorado, I was involved with a Boy Scouts troop 

that was serious about hiking. Every summer we would take a long hike 

somewhere in the Rocky Mountains. That hike would take five to seven 

days or so, cover somewhere from fifty to seventy-five miles in total, and 

cross the Continental Divide at least once. I learned a lot on those hikes, es-

pecially the importance of respecting the mountain. (I developed one of the 

key planks in my philosophy of life as a result of those hikes, which is that 

the mountain always wins.)  

 

I still enjoy hiking in the mountains, though my knees aren’t as glad as my 

spirit is when I do. For that matter, my heart and lungs show the effects of a half-century of living among 

flatlanders (and of a life that is a little more sedentary than is best for me). But I still get thrilled when I 

have a chance to head up a path that is snaking its way toward the top of a peak high above me.  

 

If you’re going to go hiking in the mountains, you have to recognize that changes are in your future. Some 

of those changes are foreseeable, at least in part. You know that the temperature is going to drop as you 

ascend—about three to five degrees per thousand feet of altitude. You know that the wind is going to be a 

factor when you get above timberline, that the possibility of rain or snow increases as you approach the 

summit, no matter how nice it was at the base, and that oxygen levels decrease the higher you go, making 

it more difficult to breathe, particularly if you’re carrying a loaded pack.  
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Some of those changes you’ll go through aren’t as easy to predict. Storms 

can develop with very little warning. The condition of the path might dete-

riorate dramatically over the course of your hike. Fallen trees might hinder 

your way; the rivulets from a mountain spring might have changed course 

and turned your path into a soggy, muddy, treacherous go; a rock slide 

might have blocked the path entirely, forcing you to take an unexpected 

turn that takes you through thicker underbrush or sends you off in an en-

tirely new direction.  

 

Then there are the changes that are part of the design of the hike itself. 

Switchbacks force you to slow down as the winding path cuts its way up the sharply inclined mountain-

side. The route will likely take you through a variety of terrains: pine forests, dry creek beds, gravel fields 

(scree) or avalanche rubble, alpine meadows, glaciers or snowpack/icefields, fragile tundra. The easy slope 

and meandering soft path near the trailhead will give way to the stony, steep, and slippery trail cleverly 

disguised as a gravel slide. The challenges of keeping your balance and monitoring your exertion as you 

struggle up the mountain flip as you descend and face the challenges of avoiding a stumble that might 

send you hurtling headlong down the mountain. 

 

And, of course, there are always the changes that are not out-

side on the mountain, but inside you. How will I adjust to this 

new environment? What attitude will I adopt when I face the 

inevitable test for which I didn’t (or couldn’t) prepare? What 

will be my focus? Will I only look at my feet, to avoid stum-

bling? Or will I take in what is going on all around me as I 

make my way upward? Perhaps most important of all—What 

will I take away from this adventure? What will I learn about 

myself, about this world, about my place in and connection to 

it, and about the God who not only made it (and me!), but is 

present everywhere in it, waiting to speak to me and interact 

with me as I make my way through his creation? 

JANUARY 2022 



The “New Year” is a time when we are reminded that more is changing than 

the calendar and the number of the year. Flipping the calendar ahead gives 

us an opportunity to recognize that change is inevitable, so long as we are 

living. Sometimes that change means abandoning what I was pursuing be-

cause it was leading me in the wrong direction and warping me in the pro-

cess. Answering the call to follow Jesus requires that we turn away from 

what we were, how we lived, what we thought, in order to take up his cross 

and find a new way to live as part of his kingdom. That sort of change is radi-

cal and drastic—like realizing that you’ve been walking on the wrong trail 

toward the wrong destination. 

 

But there is also the kind of change that is needed in order to continue on the same path toward the same 

destination. It might be as simple as slowing my pace. Or welcoming a fellow traveler alongside, both for 

company and for help. Or recognizing that I must adjust my approach, so that I am aware of the changing 

environment around me and making sure that my steps are secure, my balance is steady, my pace sustain-

able, my direction correct. The changing terrain and unexpected hazards might require a shift in my plans, 

or a delay, or a detour, or a creative solution. But the goal remains the same, and my determination to see 

it through to the finish undiminished.  

 

Changes are inevitable if I’m going to reach the summit. I’ve learned that from hiking in the mountains. But 

I’ve also learned this—those who make the needed adjustments, who persevere in the climb instead of 

stopping or turning back, get to see sights of unfathomable beauty and come away changed forever.  

 

I don’t know what new challenges we will face in 2022. But I know this: the God who promised never to 

leave us or forsake us is up to the challenge. His faithfulness makes ours possible. His ability makes us 

strong, despite our weaknesses. The solidity of his lovingkindness and new mercies for each day will be 

enough for whatever changes and adjustments we will need to make. And his presence means it will be a 

good year. 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Pastor Barry 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Hi Church Family—  
 
December came and went like a whirlwind through Children’s Ministry! 
We started the month off with the story of Elizabeth and Zechariah, 
when they hear the news that they will be having a baby (Luke 1: 5-25). 
After doubting the angel who delivered the news, Zechariah’s voice was 
taken from him temporarily. The children enjoyed playing a game of 
charades as they pondered what it might be like to try to communicate 
without your voice.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Next, we watched the story of Je-
sus’ birth. (Matthew 1:18-2:23) 
Afterwards the children discussed 
their favorite parts of the story. 
We spent time setting up nativity 
scenes, and several of the kids 
drew their own scene on the 
white board, complete with the 
most amazing camel I’ve ever 
seen!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The week of Christmas we watched “The First Noel,” 
which focused on the wisemen’s visit to the new King 
(Matthew 2:1-12). The children had fun making a craft of 
the manger scene.  
 
 
 
 
 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 
 
Our last week of December we revisited the story of Gideon’s army of 
300 defeating the Midianites (Judges 6-7). We spent time discussing how 
God uses ordinary people to do great things, how patient He was with 
Gideon’s fear and uncertainty, how creative God was in His plan for sav-
ing them, and why He told Gideon to slim down his army (so they would 
give the glory to God rather than boasting in their own accomplish-
ments). Afterwards the children spent some time making cards for our 
church members who are unable to attend regularly.  
 

Each week we continue to draw popsicle sticks out of our prayer jar, and a child volunteers to pray for the 
topics/people on the sticks. Some of the prayers this month included, helping us to be kind, the Holy Spirit, 
Reece and Elle’s new baby brother, and friends who were unable to attend church.  
“I pray for the world – that people would know God instead of only thinking about Santa at Christmas.” – 
Reece, age 8  
 
Sarah Johnson 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 
 
I recently received a book about decluttering your home. The first 
couple of chapters revolve mainly around creating the vision. It is 
less about the decorations and more about envisioning how you 
want the space to function, how you want to feel when you are in 
the space, and how well it represents who you are and what you 
value. Before I decide what stays and what goes in my house, I 
have to first decide if it fits into the vision I have for my home.  
 
This has been timely reading for me. The elders have been reading 
The Post-Quarantine Church this year which has encouraged us to 
take a look at our building, our resources, our neighborhood, and 
our community. Additionally, we are preparing to start the new 
year with 21 days of prayer and fasting. We have been reminded 
during the holiday season that God created a plan which is foreshadowed in the Old Testament and was 
executed to create the amazing grace that saved the world. So, as we enter a new year, let’s join prayers 
and ask God to reveal His vision for FCC and our part in moving that vision to a reality. Similar to my vision 
for my home, let’s pray for God to reveal His vision about how He would like the church space to function, 
how He wants us to feel in the church, and how well His church represents who He is and what He values. 
  
 

It is easy to go from day 
to day by just putting 
one foot in front of the 
other without really pay-
ing attention to where 
you are going. Let’s be 
intentional about where 
God is leading us and 
what our role is in His 
plan.  
 
Love and Blessings! 
 
Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello FCC Family, 
 
We apologize, but due to sickness and some other issues over the holidays, the trustees’ report is not avail-
able. The chart below has our year-to-date numbers through the end of November, 2021. (Note: The YTD 
expenses includes $80,000 from our investment account to pay off the loan for building improvements.) 
 

 YTD Actual  YTD Budget  YTD Actual -  
YTD Budget  

Income $ 274,075 $ 294,548 $ (20,473) 

Expenses $ 335,903 $292,879 $  43,024 

Over/(Under) $  (61,829) $   1,669  



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

Hello FCC Family, 

It’s been a good year for our Missions Advisory team. All of the church’s 

supported missionaries expressed thanks for the continued support and 

monthly increases for next year. The Swansons and Rachael Costello 

were able to meet with us in person, and we were able to take our team 

to visit the Kerstetters.  

 

 

 I asked our team to list some goals for 2022. 

 - Expand our support of KU campus ministries 

 - Refine our process for evaluating and vetting new missions efforts and missionaries 

 - Introduce missions to the children’s ministry 

 - Be known as a church that supports missions 

 - Host a missions/cultural event for the congregation 

 - Increase financial support for missions 

 - Connect with mission efforts new to FCC 

 - Be a conduit for equipping and mobilizing missions 

 - Visit a mission field or missionaries as a team 

Thank you, FCC family, for your continued support of missions. Our team is looking forward to seeing many 

opportunities to grow in our involvement in missions in the coming year. 

 

Blessings, 

Stan Sauer  

Missions Advisory Council Chair  



WORSHIP 
Hey FCC Family— 

What did we expect?? Did we think our prosperous, pain-free, mostly 

unencumbered and pleasant lives would simply continue to chug along? 

Have we been lulled into a semi-comatose state where we believe super-

natural protection means we will never have any serious issues or prob-

lems that disrupt our comfortable routine?  

Sorry . . . that was a little rough, eh?  

But this pandemic has been rough and appears to still have a way to go. 

God help us with problems that are way too big for us. God forgive us for 

being negligent and assumptive. God help us see the incredible blessings that come through suffering and 

trials.  

No matter what 2022 brings, may we be people of God, anchored by His Word, committed to one another 

and to serving all people with the gifts He has given us. God bless you! I am very thankful that we will be 

facing, and enjoying, the year of our Lord 2022 together! 

Matthew 6 

25 Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air: 
They do not sow or reap or gather into barns—and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  

28 And why do you worry about clothes? Consider how the lilies of the field grow: They do not labor or 
spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his glory was adorned like one of these. 30 If that is how 
God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not 
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 

31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles strive after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added unto 
you. 

34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 

for tomorrow will worry about itself. Today 

has enough trouble of its own. 

 

https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/6-34.htm


WORSHIP 
2 Corinthians 4 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting 

away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and 

momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far out-

weighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 

unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

2 Thessalonians 1 

3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly 
so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you 

have for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance 
and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 

5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the king-

dom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 

and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed 

from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not know God and do 

not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out 

from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might 10on the day he comes to be glorified in his 

holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you be-

lieved our testimony to you.   

 

Greg 

http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/1-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/1-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/1-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/1-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/1-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/1-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/1-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/1-10.htm


Happy New Year!  

I hope 2022 brings many blessings and good health to your family! Follow-

ing the Christmas break, the children are eager to see teachers and friends 

as well as get back into the school routine. The month will begin with learn-

ing about winter and the weather that often accompanies this season. A 

special part of each day is sharing a Bible story with our classes. Through-

out the second semester, we will focus on stories from the New Testament 

and learn a verse from the Bible. 

Just around the corner, The Giving Tree will begin enrolling for the 2022-

2023 school year. Enrollment for returning and alumni families begins on 

February 1st and will then open to the community on February 14th. Please 

let your family or friends know about our wonderful preschool program. 

We are licensed for children age 3 years old to kindergarten age and will be 

offering several sessions including, M-F AM, M/W/F AM, T/TH AM and T/W/TH afternoon. 

Please contact The Giving Tree for more information and to schedule a tour. 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



First Christian Church is having a powerful effect on future generations 

through the ministry of The Giving Tree pre-school. We regularly enroll 

children whose parents attended The Giving Tree when they were little. We 

also have children who have neighbors, friends, grandparents, or other 

family members who have had their children or grandchildren attend The 

Giving Tree. What a testimony of what God can do to bring the blessing of 

his kingdom to multiple generations through his church.  

A huge part of the reason for that testimony is our staff. The Giving Tree 

teachers are amazing—their love for the children and for the Lord is genu-

ine, rich, and conspicuous.  Donna Carlson, Mikayla Swart, Sarah Johnson, 

and Cathy Ison daily pour out that love into the hearts and minds of little 

ones, forming habits of good behavior, healthy social interaction, and 

learning that will shape their lives in positive ways and help them to build 

a genuine faith in Jesus Christ. 

Julie Hafenstine, the director for The Giving Tree, works tirelessly to make The Giving Tree the very best it 

can be. She is the picture of devotion —to the pre-school, to her staff, and to the children. We are grateful 

for her skills, for her careful oversight of the school, and for her dedication to this vital ministry. 

You could do a lot to help this ministry continue. Recommend The Giving Tree to parents and grandparents 

of pre-school aged children you know. Or consider a gift to the scholarship fund to help families who cannot 

afford tuition. Pray for the teachers and staff, for the children, and for their families. God is doing something 

wonderful in our pre-school.  

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
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