
Hello FCC Family,  

 

February is one of those months that is hard to love. If you’re a sports fan, 

it’s a little easier, but not enough to change your general impression of the 

month. The Super Bowl starts the month off—but that’s a bit painful for the 

local fans this year. College basketball is in the thick of conference play—but 

March Madness still seems pretty far off.  Spring training for baseball would 

begin, in normal years, anyway, but who knows when or if we’ll see our Boys 

in Blue on the diamond. Even the Olympics are tainted this year, with China 

hosting the games while insisting that the world ignore their continual bla-

tant abuse of human rights, including the government’s systematic attacks on the Chinese Christian church-

es.  

 

February holidays aren’t all that great, either. Sure, there’s Valentine’s Day. But let’s be honest: it’s hard to 

get excited about a day that is designed to make you feel guilty for what you didn’t do the rest of the year 

so that you’ll spend more money than you can afford on chocolate and flowers. Oh, and Groundhog’s Day. 

Like that’s a real holiday. 

 

 

No, February hits us like a snowplow at full 

throttle, and leaves us shaking from the cold blast 

and wondering how much longer this is going to 

go on. We even start taking comfort in the fact 

that it’s the shortest month. Two whole days, but 

who’s counting (besides all of us).   

FEBRUARY 2022 



Okay, now I have a confession to make. The truth is, that it’s easy to knock 

February, but if I’m being honest, I actually don’t mind February. First of all, 

even though I’ve not been able to go for a few years, my annual ski trip 

with my friend was always in February. Best snow and smallest crowds of 

the season—that was what we enjoyed the latter half of most Februarys. 

Plus, I’ve got a grandson with a birthday in February, and that’s pretty 

great. And even though I’m rarely ready for Valentine’s Day in advance, I do 

enjoy the chance to tell my wife how special she is, and how much I appre-

ciate her.  

 

February is also a great reminder to us: it reminds us that life has seasons, that some of those seasons are 

hard, even brutally hard; and that sometimes what we must do is simply put our heads down and go 

through the hard, knowing that it is only temporary, brief, endurable. Complaints are a waste—they poi-

son our hearts with illusions that life should be free from hard, and corrode our courage, the very thing 

we need to go through the hard and come out better on the other side. Instead, we need to stoke the 

fires within our souls, the hearths of hope and joy that are kindled when we renew our determined efforts 

to find the good in the chilling cold, the blessing in the icy winds, the treasures in the relentless snow. 

 

For God is good—always good—and he gives good gifts to his children. But some of those gifts, like Febru-

ary, are difficult to open and painful to receive. Yet without them, spring is less bountiful, less beautiful; 

more important, we are less developed, more easily knocked off course, more unsure of where we are 

going. We need our Februarys more than we realize.  

 

So, let’s not miss the hidden joys, the wondrous moments that come to 

us wrapped in bone-chilling northern winds and darkened skies. God has 

good gifts to give us, to rekindle our love for him and our joy for the life 

he has given to us.  

 

Even in February. 

 

With you in the cold and snow, and delighting in the gifts of God, 

 

Pastor Barry 

FEBRUARY 2022 



H

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

January brought us some frigid temps, which provided a great oppor-
tunity for us to thank God for the warm shelters and clothing that He 
provides for us. While we didn’t get to spend any time on the play-
ground, we did take full advantage of the game room (our apologies for 
the noise). 
 
Some of our stories this month came 
from the Jesus Storybook Bible, and 
others were from the Superbook video 
series that the children all love. We 
started off learning more about John 
the Baptist and his role in Jesus’ minis-

try (Matthew 3). Not only did John prepare the way for Jesus, but he also 
had the special job of baptizing Jesus.  
 
 
John the Baptist’s journey led us to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. We dis-
cussed “standing up” and the children participated in a science experiment 
where a balloon filled with soda is attached to a bottle with vinegar. The 
balloon expands and stands straight up. 
 
 
 

Next, we learned about Jesus’ first miracle of turning water into 
wine (John 2:1-11) and the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 
(Matthew 14:13-21).  Ms. Jennifer performed simple magic tricks 
to teach the difference between “magic” and a true miracle. The 
kids took turns returning five loaves and two fish to a basket while 
being timed. Eleanor was crowned winner of the fish and loaf race.  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

We ended the month learning 
how to pray (Matthew 6:9-13), 
and the importance of prayer 
when we are worried. The kids 
discussed how God takes care 
of the flowers and birds, so of 
course He will take care of us 
(Matthew 6:26). We also heard 
the story about Jesus calming 
the storm (Matthew 8), and the 
children created their own 
boats made out of aluminum 

foil. The best part was sailing them across the seas (baby pool filled 
with water) while the wind tossed them about (fan blowing on high 
speed). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next month, we look forward to hearing the story of The Good Sa-
maritan. We’ll race to bandage up our hurt friend and learn about 
compassion.  
 
“Praying is not just fancy, big words.” – Naomi, age 6 
 
 
 
Sarah Johnson 
Children’s Ministry 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 
 
Last month, I talked about starting the process of decluttering my 
home. I created a vision and set about sorting through the stuff. 
With my vision to guide me, the sorting became much easier. 
Things that I thought were important, really didn’t fit into my vi-
sion and were donated. Things that had previously been tucked 
into a closet or box are now displayed proudly.  
 
As an elder board, we have spent 21 days in prayer and fasting and 
have developed a vision for FCC. A few of the things that we envi-
sion are: reaching more young families, being more welcoming, 
connecting with KU, becoming multigenerational, getting to know 
our new people and developing a path that enables them to get 
involved in the kingdom. We have tools and a vision that we be-
lieve are inspired by God. With this vision before us, we now go about sorting our opportunities and activ-
ities. Things that we might have previously thought were important might no longer be useful, and things 
hidden away might be vital to moving forward.  
 
As we enter 2022, we ask that you continue 
to join us in prayer. Pray that God will set 
people and opportunities in our path and 
that He will help us recognize and act on 
them in a way that honors Him. Pray that He 
prepares us to set aside things that might 
have seemed important in order to make 
room for the new. And pray that he contin-
ues to reveal His plans for FCC and that we 
continue to follow His leadings.  
 
Love and Blessings! 
Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 
 
 



2021 was a good year financially for the church. We were able to pay off our $78,000 loan and had great 

growth in our investments. Our expenses seem unexpectedly high, but remember that the loan payoff is 

included in the total expenses. We ended 2021 with a net revenue of $120,487.61. That is a direct result of 

your faithfulness to God with your tithing, and God’s blessing 

on our giving and our investments. 

We are thankful for the opportunity to be good stewards and 

excited to see what God does in 2022! 

Melinda Saunders 

Church Administrator 

FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello FCC Family, 
In January, the trustees were prepared to say good-bye to Mike Bowman, Tom Puckett, and David Aikens 
and to welcome Robert Leffler and Kenneth as new trustees. It is with a sad heart that we learned that 
Kenneth was gravely ill and passed away just before he was to begin his term. The trustees asked Tom if 
he would serve for one more year. He has graciously agreed.  We also invited David Aikins to continue on 
for one year as a Trustee Emeritus. Both were voted in during the January meeting.  
 
After the 2021 stewardship campaign, the trustees adopted a 2022 budget. Due to the generosity of the 
congregation and God’s blessing, the budget process went smoothly and we look forward to following 
God’s plan for the church. Our final financial report for 2021 is below. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you. 
 
Hugh Rundell, Trustee Chair 
 
 

 YTD Actual  YTD Budget  YTD Actual -  
YTD Budget  

Income $306,042.69 $323,725.00 ($17,682.31) 

Expenses $357,720.69 $319,504.90 $38,215.79 

Over/(Under) ($51,677.37) $4,220.10  



WORSHIP 
Hi Church, 

Robert Robinson is credited with penning the lyrics for “Come Thou 

Fount of Every Blessing.” His phrase, “Tune my heart to sing Thy grace,” 

came to mind this evening as I was changing the strings on my electric 

guitar. Parenthetically, I’m putting on new strings because one of the 

strings broke while I played the last song this past Sunday morning. 

There’s a whole other direction I could go regarding instrument mainte-

nance and spiritual maintenance, but let’s save it for another article. 

 

Now, back to changing guitar strings. New strings offer cleaner and 

brighter tones. They also bring about better and easier tuning. It is very important to be in tune with the 

band. Interestingly, with a guitar, even when it is in perfect tune (if that is truly attainable), the position of 

your fingers, as well as the pressure you apply to the strings, will affect the tuning, even if ever so slightly. 

It is an ongoing challenge to keep in tune. How often do I tune my guitar? At least twice for rehearsal and 

twice on Sunday mornings. Sometimes the guitar requires an additional tune because it is affected by the 

temperature of its environment, too. My guitar requires a good deal of attention simply to perform its 

intended function of making pleasing music at Sunday morning assemblies. I have a guitar at home that 

also requires tuning every time I practice. Lots of tuning. 

 

Luke 6:45 “The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out 

of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” 

 

I want my heart to be tuned to sing the grace of God and to speak the grace and mercy of God. We can do 

some things to help make that happen, of course: Bible study, prayer, meditation, walking in the Spirit, 

fellowship with the saints, and more. But I think Robert Robinson got it even “right-er.” Ask God to do the 

tuning. He can accomplish what we cannot…perfect tuning. But our humanity is imperfect and therefore 

we must strive constantly to remain in tune with the Lord. There are myriads of factors that affect our 

tuning every day—even every minute. The pressures of earth life are many and often relentless. Family 

issues, work problems, health concerns, financial challenges, etc., all effect our tuning. 

 

If you hear my guitar sound out of tune at times, please know my goal is always to have my guitar, and my 

heart, in perfect tune. God bless us all as we work to 

be in tune with God and with one another. 

 

Greg Boyle 

Worship Director 



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Hello FCC Family, 
 Our Missions Advisory Council team is focused on these key areas for 
2022. 
1) Reach out to KU campus ministries to see if we can establish relation-
ships and determine if they are a good fit for possible financial support. 
Our process evaluates if they meet the vision and values of FCC and if 
the “mission field” fits with where we are being led to target outreach. 
2) Reach out to local community outreach organizations to establish re-
lationships and determine if they are a good fit for possible financial sup-
port. For organizations we are also looking for ways our church could get 
involved in their outreaches and drives. For example, bring in food items 
for a food drive or diapers for a diaper drive. They may also have oppor-
tunities to volunteer within their organizations. 
 
In either of those two areas of focus the relationship comes first with a 
thought of partnering with the mission. We do this with an interview process that helps us determine align-
ment and opportunities. We hope that financial support, which is often needed, is only a part of teaming up 
with those mission fields. 
 
We had a productive January meeting where we discussed next steps and strategy for the following KU cam-
pus ministries. 
- Student Mobilization: we have received an application for support and will soon be interviewing her to 
learn more about the vision and values of this organization. 
- Intervarsity: we have contacted a person in the organization, but have not yet received her application. We 
hope to interview her soon as well. 
- Navigators: we have a pending application with a person and Pastor Barry has met with their local director. 
We hope to have them join us for our February meeting to learn more about their vision and values. 
For community organizations we are working on next steps for reaching out to the following local organiza-
tions. 
- Insight Women’s Center. Several of our church members have worked with them in the past and we would 
like to further our relationship with them. 
- Alpha Christian Children’s home. Same as with Insight, our church members have done things for them in 
the past and we would like to further our relationship with them. 
- Family Promise. We have supported this ministry in the past and are continuing that support for 2022. We 
hope to further our relationship with them as well. 
Part of working with these organizations is ensuring accountability and alignment with our vision and values. 
 
We want to act as a team that assists our church in being a part of many mission fields.  
2022 starts off with some local focus, but that is just the beginning of our journey for this year. 
 
Blessings, 
Stan Sauer Missions Advisory Council Chair  



The Giving Tree students are enjoying a great second semester of preschool.  

We have been exploring winter, polar animals and learning about the state 

of Kansas.  Did you know that Kansas just turned 161 years old?  We had 

fun learning about the symbols that represent our state.  Of course, we felt it 

was important to include the Jayhawk since we do live in Lawrence!  

When we think of February, the word love often comes to mind.  We are 

fortunate to work, play and learn in an environment where love is abundant.  

At The Giving Tree, we use Valentine’s Day as an opportunity to learn 

about Jesus’ love for us and the love we have for Him in return.  The Greek 

word, Agape, is included as one of “Words of the Week” as we explore the 

love we share with family and friends.  These relationships are such special 

gifts and I am thankful God created us with the ability to express and receive 

love. 

With the recent surge of positive COVID cases within local community, our preschool continues to follow all 

childcare guidelines in place by KDHE and our local county health officials.  Fortunately to date, we have just 

had to quarantine a couple of classes due to direct exposures amongst students.  We continue to have many 

children in quarantine periods due to outside exposures.  We are thankful that our preschool families and staff 

continue to work diligently to do their part as we navigate these difficult times of COVID.      

 

The Giving Tree will begin enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year on February 1st for returning, alumni 

and FCC church families.  Enrollment will open to the community on February 14th.  If you have friends or 

family with children age 3 to kindergarten, please let them know about our wonderful preschool.  The Giving 

Tree is truly an excellent program with amazing teachers.  Our staff strives to teach God’s love through all of 

our activities while preparing children with kindergarten readiness skills.   

 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 

785-838-3668 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

www.lawrencepreschool.com   

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  

mailto:julie@fcclawrence.org


First Christian Church is having a powerful effect on future generations 

through the ministry of The Giving Tree pre-school. We regularly enroll 

children whose parents attended The Giving Tree when they were little. We 

also have children who have neighbors, friends, grandparents, or other 

family members who have had their children or grandchildren attend The 

Giving Tree. What a testimony of what God can do to bring the blessing of 

his kingdom to multiple generations through his church.  

A huge part of the reason for that testimony is our staff. The Giving Tree 

teachers are amazing—their love for the children and for the Lord is genu-

ine, rich, and conspicuous.  Donna Carlson, Mikayla Swart, Sarah Johnson, 

and Cathy Ison daily pour out that love into the hearts and minds of little 

ones, forming habits of good behavior, healthy social interaction, and 

learning that will shape their lives in positive ways and help them to build 

a genuine faith in Jesus Christ. 

Julie Hafenstine, the director for The Giving Tree, works tirelessly to make The Giving Tree the very best it 

can be. She is the picture of devotion —to the pre-school, to her staff, and to the children. We are grateful 

for her skills, for her careful oversight of the school, and for her dedication to this vital ministry. 

You could do a lot to help this ministry continue. Recommend The Giving Tree to parents and grandparents 

of pre-school aged children you know. Or consider a gift to the scholarship fund to help families who cannot 

afford tuition. Pray for the teachers and staff, for the children, and for their families. God is doing something 

wonderful in our pre-school.  

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



Dr. Barry M. Foster, Senior Pastor  barry@fcclawrence.org 

Greg Boyle, Worship Leader greg@fcclawrence.org 

Julie Hafenstine, Director of Giving Tree julie@fcclawrence.org 

Melinda Saunders, Church Administrator      

 melinda@fcclawrence.org 

Bookkeeper financial@fcclawrence.org  

Office Coordinator office@fcclawrence.org 

Board of Elders elders@fcclawrence.org 

Board of Trustees trustees@fcclawrence.org 

Personnel Board personnelboard@fcclawrence.org 

1000 Kentucky St. 

Lawrence, KS 66044 


