
Hello FCC Family,  

 

We often speak about ourselves as the “First Christian Church family.” It’s an 

apt expression, and a biblical one, at that. The metaphor of the family has 

been part of the church’s way of speaking about herself since the earliest 

years of the New Testament era. Sometimes the depth of the meaning can 

get lost in our practical experience of life together. As anyone who has spent 

much time in the church could tell you, we don’t always live up to our name. 

 

But if we are a family, albeit a spiritual family, what does that mean? There 

are lots of important aspects of that identity, to be sure. Here’s one that I think we at FCC need to start 

considering more intentionally and carefully: The church is a multigenerational family, living out our Chris-

tian faith together in order to make possible the chronological extension of the gospel and the kingdom of 

God.  

 

There are two key expressions in that statement, and each one helps us understand the other. First, 

“multigenerational.” This is simply a way to state the obvious that isn’t always so obvious: our church–I 

would say, any healthy church, normally–consists of several generations together. From babies to great-

grandparents, the church spans all ages. At the moment, our church has some gaps and some places where 

there are fewer representatives of a particular age group than we would like to see. But we understand 

that having those gaps is not a good thing–spiritual health in a church normally ought to look like having 

people from every age group, even every decade. So, what we want to see is not just people added to our 

mix on a Sunday morning. What we want to see is the growth of the family–with newborns, growing chil-

dren, youth and young adults, singles and married folk in middle age, and seniors. All the generations rep-

resented, and all of them happy to be a part of the family and glad to see the others.  

 

The second expression is “chronological extension.” It’s something I’ve started saying in the past ten years, 

as the Lord has been impressing upon me the absolute necessity we have as the church to plan for, save 

for, and strategically work toward ways to pass on to succeeding generations the faith, including our 

knowledge of the Scriptures and our experience of following Jesus. The past two centuries have seen a re-

markable commitment on the part of the church worldwide to extend the gospel geographically and cross-

culturally. But it is equally important that we are also doing all that we can to extend the gospel and our 

understanding of living under the kingship of Jesus to future generations. 

 

 

MARCH 2022 



With those truths in mind, then, let’s think about what we need to be and 

do to live intentionally as a family that knows itself to be multigenerational 

and understands that to be a good thing. Here’s a starting point (more to 

come in succeeding months, I expect). 

 

1. The multigenerational church family engages with one another across 

generational divides to build loving relationships that are important and 

meaningful. The kids at Thanksgiving might all go outside and play together 

while their parents are putting away the leftovers and talking with their sib-

lings (the uncles and aunts) and Grandma and Grandpa are sitting inside 

telling stories. But everyone is there because they want to be–they recognize their oneness as a family. 

And everyone takes time to spend some time with the rest of the family. Grandparents actively engage 

with the children. Cousins reconnect and make plans to see each other later. Children listen to Grandpa’s 

stories and help Grandma in the kitchen and get to know their uncles and aunts. We learn who we are by 

intentionally reinforcing our relational connections to one another and rehearsing what it is that makes us 

a family. 

 

2. The multigenerational church family celebrates its history, heritage, and traditions without being 

trapped by nostalgia or sinful patterns that have become engrained in the family’s life. A family’s connec-

tion to its history is a significant part of our identity. Where we’ve come from, what we’ve lived through, 

how we have grown or developed–these are the stories that have shaped us and played a part in making 

us who we are. But we are neither a captive to our past nor consigned to remain locked into whatever 

was once upon a time. The scandals and skeletons that cannot–and should not–be ignored can be left be-

hind. Repentance unlocks us from our prison and opens up the future for blessing. Restitution, when nec-

essary, can clear the way for better relations 

among those once estranged. Repairing what 

has been broken or damaged through neglect 

can provide a framework for moving forward, 

so that the family is strengthened for the chal-

lenges of life ahead. And we all choose to live 

where we are now while we look to the future, 

without forgetting our history. 
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3. The multigenerational church family welcomes new additions to the fami-

ly and adapts to the changing dynamics that accompany incorporating 

differences into the mix, so that the patterns of the family’s life embrace 

what is good in each member in order to enhance the whole. Changes to 

the family’s make-up always bring challenges. A pastor friend of mine once 

told me, “Marriage is not the union of two people but the collision of two 

histories.” Marriages introduce new ways of thinking, new ideas about how 

to express our love for one another, new habits that seem odd to the rest 

of the family. But they also introduce new abilities, new strengths, new op-

portunities; they offer exciting possibilities of what could be that hasn’t yet been. Then there are the ba-

bies that come in, who melt our hearts and win our affection–and introduce new problems, new challeng-

es, and, at times, absolute chaos. Attending to their needs costs way more than we thought we could ever 

afford. But giving ourselves to their nurture and development brings rewards that are immeasurable and 

precious beyond words. We’re better when we bring in new life. And we’re better when we’re together.  

 

God is calling us to embrace a renewed vision of being multigenerational as a church. It’s not entirely new, 

of course, as pictures from our past that hang in the office hallway can attest. But it’s new for this season, 

and it will require of us renewed commitment–to engage with 

one another across generational lines, to honor our history with-

out being trapped by it, and to welcome new, younger members 

who will bring change to us (which will be costly), so that we can 

extend the kingdom of God to future generations, including 

those yet to be born. 

 

Here’s to the family of God’s people at FCC–those who have 

gone before us, those who are here, and those who are yet to 

come. Grace to you and to them, from the Eternal God, who 

was, who is, and who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

Pastor Barry 
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FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 

I was recently watching a news clip about the impact of COVID on 

the Healthcare industry. They talked about the considerable num-

ber of employees that have left the field and what that was doing 

to hospitals. The point of the story was that many hospitals are in 

a state of rebuilding. I related to this because working in a hospi-

tal, I have seen first-hand how COVID has worn out experienced 

staff while at the same time there are fresh staff entering the field 

with enthusiasm, but limited experience. As I thought about re-

building the hospital, I started thinking about all the things that we 

used to do well before COVID that we have not prioritized lately. 

Then I looked at the inexperienced staff that have different visions 

and dreams for their careers. The goal of rebuilding will involve 

looking at where we have been and deciding if that is still where we want to be going. Next, we will have 

to figure out how to pair up staff that have a wealth of experience but are worn out with the fresh staff 

who are excited and enthusiastic but lack experience.  

I do not think that this idea of rebuilding is going to be unique to hospitals. As elders, we have started the 

year with prayer, fasting, and visioning. We have come out of that with a sense of where we believe that 

God is leading us and what he is calling us to do/be. That vision includes:  

 Becoming multigenerational by reaching young families 

 Becoming more welcoming and developing new ways to get to know the members 

 Connecting to KU 

 Growing and developing the Children’s Ministry, and allowing more childcare for church activities 

 Developing paths for new folks to get involved and connected 

Like hospitals, we at FCC have experienced members who are tired after the pandemic, and we have new 

members who are energetic and excited to see how God is going to use them. The goal is to figure out 

how to pair up these two teams to allow us to continue down the path that God is calling us to. As leader-

ship, we would love to hear ideas that you may have. Maybe you have been here a long time and are ea-

ger to share your experience with others, or maybe you are new and have lots of ideas and energy and 

are looking for a place to share that. Let’s move beyond merely surviving and grow into the church that 

God is calling us to become. 

Love and Blessings! 

Lisa Rundell, Elder Chair 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Hello FCC Family! Here’s some news 
from the children’s ministry world. 
 
The month of February found us focus-
ing a lot of our time on the power of 
Jesus. In the eyes of a child, He is like a 
superhero. Imagine how much our 
faith could grow if we viewed Jesus 
from the lens of a child!   
We started out the month watching 
the story of The Good Samaritan (Luke 
10:25-37). We discussed the im-

portance of helping others in need, just as the good Samaritan did. As a fun 
activity, some kids raced to bandage a picture of a hurt man, and others 
bandaged him while blindfolded. This resulted in quite a few giggles and a 
trail of band-aid wrappers.  
 
 
 

 
The following week we watched the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 
(Matthew 14:13-21) and the parable of the hidden treasure (Matthew 
13:44). We talked about how we are God’s treasure, and His kingdom 
is our treasure. We should be seeking Him even more so than we 
would seek valuable treasure because He is so much more important 
than anything we could ever find here on earth. Ms. Jennifer hid gold 
coins and pearls around the room and the children had a great time 
going on a treasure hunt. It took them a while to find everything, but 
they did not give up!  
 
 
 
 

 
The next couple of weeks we watched some videos that showed 
the various miracles that Jesus performed, such as casting out 
demons and healing people. The week of Valentine’s Day, we all 
helped to make special valentines for the volunteers to hand out 
at L.I.N.K. The children decorated them with all sorts of fun stick-
ers and wrote sweet messages. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

We wrapped up the month learning about the power of prayer and 
faith. We heard the story of when the disciples could not heal a man’s 
son who suffered from seizures. When the disciples asked Jesus why 
they were unable to cast out the demon, he explained to them that it 
was because of their lack of faith. (Matthew 17:14-20) We discussed the 
connection of prayer and faith, and the children drew pictures of peo-
ple/things they can pray for.  
 
Next month we will be hearing stories about the Prodigal Son and Jesus 
Raising Lazarus from the dead. As we head into the Easter season, we 
will be doing an overview of Jesus’s life.  
 

 
 
“No matter where you are, God can always see 
you…kind of like how we can always see the moon!”  
Sydney, age 6 
 
 
Sarah Johnson 
Children’s Ministry 
 



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello FCC Family, 
 
The trustees have been discussing the possibility of Giving Tree expansion. The closing of several local pre-
schools in Lawrence has created a potential opportunity for the Giving Tree.  We are exploring the possi-
bility of using additional classrooms in the basement where we already have sprinklers installed. There are 
a few rooms that look like they might work but details will have to be worked out. We are carefully weigh-
ing all of our options before decisions will be made. Please be in prayer for God to lead both The Giving 
Tree and FCC as we navigate through this uncharted territory. 
 
Hugh Rundell, Trustee Chair 
 
 
The information below is our financial status as of January 31, 2022. 
 
 

 YTD Actual  YTD Budget  YTD Actual -  
YTD Budget  

Income $30, 957.53 $27,056.50 $3, 901.03 

Expenses $22,272.08 $27,381.58 ($5,109.50) 

Over/(Under) $8,685.45 ($325.08)  



WORSHIP 
Hello FCC Family, 

 

During church services this morning (2/27/22), Pastor Barry had us 

pray together for the people of Ukraine and for multiple aspects of 

Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. While doing a bit of research the previ-

ous week, I read that most of Ukraine ’s residents are believers in 

Christ. My prayer for these believers is that their faith emboldens 

and upholds them in every needed way. There will likely be many 

that lose their lives in this unprovoked war, and I pray God Al-

mighty, our Heavenly Father, leads their souls gently Home.  

 

I am also reminded what an incredible privilege it is to meet together face to face for worship ser-

vices in peace, without any fear of persecution. The COVID -19 pandemic has dealt a blow to our 

meeting together in person, but it appears the Omicron variant is raging no more. Thank You, 

Lord! I long for the day when all of us feel safe and comfortable attending services in person.  

 
“But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we en-
deavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face, because we wanted to 
come to you.” (1 Thessalonians 2:17-18) 
 
While we continue to meet both in person and virtually online, may persistent and numerous 
prayers for one another, and all of God ’s people, help us maintain our unity and our fervor for 
serving the Lord. I miss seeing our church assembled together at 1000 Kentucky in Lawrence, Kan-
sas.  
 
Lord come quickly, 
 

Greg Boyle 

Worship Director 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%202.17-18


MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Hello FCC Family, 
 
Our team continues to focus on building relationships with campus 
ministries. On March 3rd our team will be conducting an interview with 
Haley Ryan from Student Mobilization. We will have the opportunity to 
learn more about her individual part of this ministry and more about  
Student Mobilization’s vision and outreach to local students. Haley 
grew up attending First Christian Church and she desires to raise up 
disciples that will take the gospel to the nations.  
 
The team recently learned that our contact with Intervarsity is moving 
on to other endeavors, so we will be pursuing another contact there. 
For the Navigators campus ministry, we have invited Stephen Hass, the 
local director, to attend our next Missions Council meeting. We hope 
to connect with him to learn more about ways we can partner with the 
Navigators. We’ve also connected with Amber Gierstorf on staff with 
the Navigators and hope to learn more about her role and ways to connect. 
 
Another exciting opportunity to connect will happen on March 3rd when some of our team will tour the Alpha 
Christian Children’s Home and meet with the director, Jeff Mulpus. First Christian Church has been involved 
with the Children’s Home with various endeavors over a number of years. We hope to enhance our relation-
ship and find ways to continue to partner with them. 
 
Please be in prayer for our efforts to expand our Church’s outreach on campus and with local ministries. 
Please also pray for our missionaries as they work to take the gospel to the nations. 
 
Blessings, 
Stan Sauer, Missions Advisory Council Chair  

 
 



Spring is on the horizon as we begin the month of March.  We have had 

some blustery and cold days, but we have also been blessed with several 

unseasonably warm days allowing us to venture outside.  No matter our 

age, there is much to be said about going outside to get some fresh air to 

clear our minds.  Our preschool children look forward to the days we are 

able to play outside on our wonderful playground.   

As I begin my 6th year as Director of The Giving Tree, I am so thankful for 

the opportunity to lead and enrich our program.  Continuing the legacy and 

traditions of our preschool brings much pride to our staff and families.  For 

the past 45 years, the Giving Tree continues to sing the same two songs 

during our opening circle time.  We have many parents who attended our 

preschool and to this day remember singing, “My God is so big, so strong 

and so mighty! There’s nothing my God cannot do! The mountains are His, the rivers are His, the stars are His 

handiwork too.  My God is so big, so strong and so mighty!  There’s nothing my God cannot do, fooooor you!”  

God continues to bless this ministry, allowing us the opportunity to have a positive role within the early 

years of learning. 

 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



The annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade will take place in downtown Lawrence 

on Thursday, March 17th.  We will be accepting $10.00 donations per 

parking space in both the north and south FCC lots.  All proceeds raised 

will benefit The Giving Tree Preschool Scholarship Fund to help families in 

need to receive partial scholarships to reduce tuition costs.  If you would 

like to help with this fundraiser and can give an hour or two of your time 

on the 17th, please David Segura or me.  If you would like to assist us with 

this growing need, please consider making a donation.  Please note The 

Giving Tree Scholarship Fund on your envelope and check.  This is a great 

opportunity to support such a strong ministry of First Christian Church and 

is truly a blessing to many of our preschool families.      

 

Enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year is underway.  Over the past couple of weeks, we have filled sev-

eral classes, but space is still available for your family and friends.  If you know families with preschool age 

children, encourage them to come check us out!  I am happy to schedule a tour to share more about our 

preschool program.  Our staff strives to teach God’s love through all of our daily activities while preparing 

children with kindergarten readiness skills.  Thank you 

for your continued prayers and support of our preschool 

program!   

 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 

785-838-3668 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

www.lawrencepreschool.com   

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
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