
Hello FCC Family,  

When I was younger, like most children, I loved fireworks. So, naturally, I 

loved the Fourth of July and the chance to watch the annual pyrotechnic 

display that symbolized both summer and freedom. As a child, that meant 

going to the park on the other side of the city early enough to claim a 

piece of grass for all of us, spreading out one or two of our family’s blan-

kets, and sitting down to watch the nighttime extravaganza. As a parent, it 

meant packing up the family, driving to a decent parking spot, and walk-

ing to the shore of Lake Michigan or to one of the bridges over the Cedar 

River, where we would set out our blankets or folding chairs and wait 

with the crowds until sundown ushered us into the theater that was a summer sky. Last year on the 

Fourth, we were visiting our oldest son’s family, so we piled into the minivan with the rest of them, found 

a neighboring city’s gathering spot not too far away, and plunked ourselves down on a hillside with our 

store of snacks, drinks, blankets, cushions, folding sports chairs, baseball gloves, etc. to sit with people we 

knew not at all in order to share this nationally designated but locally observed spectacle of glittering ex-

plosions and cascading colors. 

 

For me, the novelty of watching fireworks declined a long time ago, sort of like the shimmering streams of 

light in the sky themselves. And my enjoyment of them has similarly diminished. The sudden burst of 

noise and colored light no longer brings a thrill or makes my pulse race just a bit. Oh, it’s still fun to catch 

sight of a nifty multi-colored, delayed explosion, combo rocket that fills the sky with glorious, surprising 

grandeur. But I find that the celebrations leave me a little less than satisfied.  
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What really thrills me now, more than seeing a sudden burst of energy that quickly dissipates, is seeing 

something that steadily grows, with the promise that it will last. I find that I am far more interested in 

watching that progression of growth, even when it is slow and hard to discern. I feel more filled up when I 

can look back and see how far I’ve come, or how much has been built, or how many are still with me on 

the journey. I have a greater sense of contentment that grows as the solidity of something that is lasting 

becomes more real, more consequential, more enduring. 

This year, I’ve shared in these newsletters (and in my sermons) some “big ideas,” glimpses of a picture that 

is the future of our church. Here are some of those glimpses, bullet points to keep in mind what the Holy 

Spirit is saying to us, and to help us see what God is building, the church in which he dwells, the kingdom 

that will outlast every other entity in the history of humanity. 

 Preparing for and embracing change 

 Seeing God’s goodness in the difficult times 

 Being a multi-generational church 

 Welcoming new people into the family 

 Connecting with one another, making new friends 

 Putting the kingdom of God first in our lives 

Those “big ideas” may not be explosive or dazzling, but they have 

great power—power to build us up, power to help us endure, 

power to transform us and the community around us. As we 

open ourselves up to living out our faith as followers of Jesus 

Christ, walking in the power of the Holy Spirit, God is building us 

into a kingdom that will not crumble, no matter what happens to 

the world around us. His word is our foundation, Jesus is our Lord 

and King, and the kingdom of God is taking root in our hearts and 

homes and lives. What grows out of that root system may not be 

flashy, but it will certainly make a difference that lasts.  

“Kings and kingdoms will all pass away, but there’s something about that name.” 

May you find joy in the steady growth of spiritual wholeness, pleasure in the goodness of God, and satis-

faction in God’s presence throughout your days. 

With you on the way, 

Pastor Barry 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 

I have been praying about what to write this month and feeling a bit 

stuck and running out of time to get it done. I went to bed praying for 

divine inspiration and woke up with an earworm (a song that you can’t 

get out of your head) that I believe is God’s answer to my prayer. The 

lyrics “Build your kingdom here, . . . change the atmosphere” by Rend 

Collective have been going through my head all day. Turns out there 

are several lines between these two that God did not put in my head, 

but these have inspired me to look around our church and notice what 

he is building.  

Build your kingdom here: God has taken a broken and hurting church 

and begun to fill it with hope, a vision, and a mission. Chase will be starting soon, we crammed a crib for 

Insight Women’s Center, the young adults spent a day of hard labor at the Alpha Christian Children’s 

Home, the Women’s Fellowship are volunteering to make calls to folks who are not able to return to in-

person worship, . . . so very many blessings—and this is just the first few things I thought of. There are so 

many more, I could fill this page with all of the things that are happening at FCC. Additionally, we recently 

re-posted the front office position on Indeed with a new title. I tell you; you should see God move! We 

probably had about 20 applicants and from those, three quickly rose to the top. Each very differently gift-

ed, some very over-qualified. After having the position open for the last year, we were hoping for at least 

one good candidate. God gave us three. The personnel board is praying over these three candidates and 

plans to have the position filled soon.  

Change the atmosphere: In last month’s newsletter, I pondered that maybe spiritual rest comes not from 

more sleep or days off, but from working arm-in-arm with Jesus. My prayer has been that that each of you 

find the work alongside Jesus that renews your spirit and provides you with His soul-filling rest. If you have 

not yet figured out how your gifts and talents line up with where Jesus is leading you, here are a few possi-

bilities:  

1. The elders and trustees will be looking for new leaders soon—consider serving on one of those leader-

ship boards. 

2. Find a place to volunteer: children’s ministry, worship/sound team, greeters, fellowship hour, security, 

maintenance, gardening, providing rides to church, making phone calls to members. 

3. Find a small group to get involved with: Women Together, Young Adults, Thursday afternoon Bible 

Study—or start a new one.  



FROM THE ELDERS 
If none of these seem to fit where you believe God is calling you or if 

you just don’t quite know where he is leading you, come chat with an 

elder after service or find Pastor Barry. We would love to hear where 

you think God is calling you or to help you find a place to get started.   

Pastor Barry has recently encouraged us to be praying the Psalms and 

this one is stood out for me: Psalm 30:11-12 

You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and 

clothed  me with joy, that my heart may sing to you and not be silent. O 

Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.  

 

I believe that God is, indeed, building his kingdom and changing the atmosphere at FCC. May he also build 

his kingdom and change the atmosphere within each of us individually.  

 

Love and Blessings! 

Lisa Rundell 

For all of the Elders of FCC 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Here’s some news from the younger generation! 

Hey Church Family! 

June brought some new faces to Children’s Ministry, along with some 
familiar ones. Between the weeks of rain followed by weeks of intense 
heat, we spent most Sundays inside, praising God for shelter and AC.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our first week we heard the story in Acts 12 of Peter break-
ing out of prison with the help of an angel sent by God. The 
children created paper chains with their fears written on 
them. They put the chains around their wrists, then recited 
Isaiah 41:10 before breaking free. (“So do not fear, for I am 
with you, do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.”) 

 
The next week we continued our journey in Acts (13-15) 
and watched Barnabas and Paul as they were sent out by 
the Holy Spirit on their first missionary journey, preaching 
to various churches that God’s love is for everyone. They 
encountered a false prophet along the way, and some of 
the crowds even mistook them for gods despite Paul’s plea 
that they turn away from idols. The children took turns 
passing an inflatable globe to each other and naming a 
place in the world where people need to hear about Jesus.  

 
 
 
 
 
Finishing up Acts (27) the following week, we watched the harrow-
ing and miraculous story of Paul’s shipwreck. It’s pretty amazing 
how many lives God spared that day! Ms. Jennifer had a baking 
sheet with a map painted on it and the kids used paperclips con-
nected to magnets to signify Paul’s ship sailing across the sea. They 
also fashioned their own boats out of paper.  
 

 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Next, we heard the amazing creation story from the Jesus Storybook 

Bible. Ms. Jennifer recited God’s new creation for each day while the 

children attached corresponding felt pieces (animals, plants, etc.) to a 

felt board. To celebrate Father’s Day, we decorated glass jars filled with 

Hershey’s Kisses and Hugs for the kids to take home to their dads.  

 

We ended the month of June with the story of Noah and the Ark. We 

discussed how long it took Noah to build the ark and how long his fami-

ly remained out to sea. His faith in God had to sustain him for a long 

time while building a boat during a season that had seen no rain. The 

children were intrigued by a rainbow reflected on the ceiling using a 

mirror, flashlight, and bowl of water. They really enjoyed using Skittles 

and warm water to create rainbows on plates! 

 

And just like that, summer break is halfway over! Next month we look forward to learning about the Tower 

of Babel, Abraham’s immense faith, and how the trusting prayer of Abraham’s servant helped get Isaac a 

wife.  

“The Holy Spirit helps us follow God.” – Evan, age 6 

 

Sarah Johnson 

Children’s Ministry 



 Hello from the Trustee Board, 
 
This month the trustees voted to replenish the mulch on the playground in order to ensure we were 
meeting safety standards for the kids. We partnered with young adults and multiple congregation mem-
bers to spread the mulch on two different Sundays. On the first Sunday we put out 250 bags of mulch and 
then had pizza provided by the church. It was very uplifting to see everyone working together and fellow-
shipping. On the second Sunday we put out 300 bags and put about 50 bags in the shed for later use. That 
went so fast we decided to move the books and furniture out of Giving Tree classrooms to prepare them 
for new flooring to be installed soon. All that work and we still had time for pizza and fellowship. On be-
half of the trustees I would like to thank everyone who helped with these projects.  
 
Thanks also for your continued faithfulness in giving. It is through your financial support of our church and 
our ministries that we are able to provide for things like the space for the Giving Tree preschool, upkeep 
on this building, salaries for the staff and pastor, and support for our missionaries. Your giving is making a 
difference for Christ.  
 
Hugh Rundell, Trustee Chair 
 
The information below is our 
financial status as of May 31, 
2022. 

FROM THE TRUSTEES 

 YTD Actual  YTD Budget  YTD Actual -  
YTD Budget  

Income $116,286.85 $135,282,50 ($18,995.65) 

Expenses $108,317.62 $135,907.90 ($27,590.28) 

Over/(Under) $7,969.23 ($1,625.40)  

 

We are God’s stewards, taking care 

of what belongs to him. 



 Hello FCC Family, 

At LMH, we have a mantra, “Better Together.” At departmental weekly 

meetings, everyone is asked to share if they have any “Better Together” 

stories, which generally depict how a patient benefitted from someone 

going the extra mile or working together in an exceptional way. Monthly, 

LMH employees are nominated for a “Better Together” award and five or 

six are chosen as the winners.  

The people of God have long benefitted from this concept of “Better To-

gether:” 

Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity! 

 Acts 2:44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; 

2 Corinthians 13:11 Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; 

and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

Romans 15:6 … so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord  Jesus 

Christ. 

Colossians 2:2 …that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all 

the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mys-

tery, that is, Christ Himself… 

Just as God promised, the First Christian Church in Lawrence, Kansas is thoroughly equipped to serve Him, 

serve His church, and serve others through the collective gifts and talents of our members. The body of 

Christ is complete with eyes, ears, arms, legs, and other parts of the body—all that is required to fulfill His 

mission through us in this time and place. Recently, it has been very encouraging to see the church come 

together and spread mulch on the playground, restart Christian Women’s Fellowship, have new members 

involved in choir and the praise band, enjoy the effort of the reorganized fellowship team who prepares 

coffee and snacks, along with the impending arrival of Chase and Caroline Hoag and family. We are so very 

blessed! Amen??!! And we are absolutely “Better Together!”  

Greg Boyle 

Worship Director 

WORSHIP 



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Hello FCC Family, 
 
As I think about the recent Supreme Court decisions and the upcoming 
vote in the State of Kansas, those things attract much attention and 
focus.  Then I’m reminded that the love of Christ is more impactful and 
does more to reach people one on one and person to person.  That’s 
really what missions is all about—taking the Gospel to individuals and 
meeting them in their place of need. 
 
Last month I shared the specifics of what the Insight Women’s Center 
does, and this month I want to share with you how your giving and 
generosity are making an impact for this important local ministry. 
 
 
Here is what the Insight Center reported from our recent drive to make a difference: 
 
“We are so thankful for First Christian Church’s participation in our Cram the Crib and Baby Bottle Campaign 
this year.  The donations were phenomenal! 
 
The baby bottle amount totaled from FCC is $882.59.   
 
Our records show the following donations from FCC for Cram The Crib.   
 
200 – Diapers 
120 - Nursing pads 
5 – bottles 
10 – sets of pajamas 
4 – water teethers 
3 – toys 
6 – socks 
1 – clothing 
13 – bibs 
Crib sheet 
 
Incredible!  Thank you for participating this year.  FCC is making a difference. Please remind your congrega-
tion of that! “ 
 
Please also be in prayer for the Insight Women’s Center as crisis pregnancy centers come under unwarranted 
attacks.  
 
Blessings, 
Stan Sauer  
Missions Advisory Council Chair 



Hello FCC Family, 

The Giving Tree Summer camps were a great success.  Our themes were 

The Wonderful World of LEGO’s and Our Colorful World.  Both weeks were 

full of daily outdoor exploration, dramatic play, crafts, singing and dancing, 

story time and an abundance of creativity.  Summer camp is so much fun 

and is a great time for children to spend time with former friends and make 

new friends.   

Though it is summer, there continues to be much activity within The Giving 

Tree space.  The classrooms are being updated with new windows and car-

pet, the hallway and restrooms will have new flooring installed and both 

restrooms will get a fresh coat of paint on the walls and the stalls.  Thank 

you to the Trustees for approving this much needed update to help our 

program continue to grow and market our program within our lo-

cal community. I especially want to recognize and express grati-

tude to David Aikins for taking the lead of organizing the contrac-

tors and overseeing these projects.   

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  



Throughout my life I have been a part of a church community and have en-

countered people, who without hesitation, come together and help one 

another in many different capacities.  The FCC congregation is truly just 

that; a group of individuals, of all ages, willing to serve.  This was certainly 

the case on two different Sundays when it was time to add new mulch to 

the playground.  Wow, I was so impressed how quickly 450+ bags of mulch 

could be carried, opened and placed on the ground.  This same eager group 

then came inside and moved the many packed up totes and furniture from 

the preschool classrooms to help prepare for the upcoming upgrades. 

Thank you for serving and being a blessing.  I am proud to work alongside 

some amazing people here at FCC!  

  

We have a few openings still available for the 2022-2023 school year.   

Please contact us for more information. 

Julie Hafenstine, Giving Tree Preschool Director 

julie@fcclawrence.org 

785-838-3668 

www.lawrencepreschool.com 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  

http://www.lawrencepreschool.com
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