
Hello FCC Family,  

 

When I was a child, I learned a song that our church choir director taught 

us. It was one of those “campfire” type songs that would have been com-

mon in a Sunday school program, or a Vacation Bible school, or children’s 

camp or youth camp setting in those days. And, like many of those songs, it 

contained a simple, but powerful message. You might remember it, if 

you’re over a certain age: 

 

Make new friends, but keep the old— 

One is silver, and the other’s gold. 

 

This little ditty reminds us of the value of old friends. As I’ve gotten older, the value of those old friends, 

those golden friends, has become more and more evident to me. But here’s the rub, as Bill Shakespeare 

might say to us: the song can be heard a different way. It implies that the old friends are the more valuable 

and thus reminds us not to neglect them in our pursuit of 

new friendships. But perhaps we ought to reconsider 

matters—what if it is the new friends who are actually the 

“others” who are “gold”? 

 

To go back to my childhood again, I grew up with very few 

friends. I greatly wanted friends, but for a variety of reasons 

I found few who wanted to be friends with me. Consequent-

ly, the term, “friend” became more and more precious as I 

found fewer and fewer of my acquaintances whom I could 

consider a friend, or more to the point, who would consider 

me their friend.  
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One of the keys, of course, was finding a basis for friendship that was 

stronger than a romantic attraction or a common interest in some passing 

fancy. Discovering that basis in Christ made a huge difference as I began 

to build relations with other believers who were walking with Jesus along-

side me. (It also helped to get a lot of healing from my own problems of 

dealing with rejection, self-absorbed contemplation, and pride.) But a sec-

ond key was also essential—learning to open my heart up to new people 

who were not yet friends, who were so very, very different than me, and 

to find, as a result, that this strange person was someone I could love, 

even someone I could like. Had I not learned to do that, I would never 

have discovered the wonderful people God brought into my life over the next decades; I would never have 

garnered the precious friendships that have enriched my life so much in the various stops along my jour-

ney, including this most recent one.   

 

As we continue to recover as a church from the trauma of the past (both personal and corporate), and from 

the disorienting and disruptive effects of the pandemic on our lives, one of the crucial aspects of our reha-

bilitation will be learning to embrace these strangers who have come to follow Christ with us, to open our 

hearts to new relationships and new friendships. Whether they are silver or gold is not really the question. 

Will I be silver or gold to someone else? That is really the question—and striving toward that end will mark 

each one of us if we are serious about following Jesus in this next season of the life of First Christian. It will 

also be one of the most telling marks that signals our recovery and readiness to walk in God’s path toward 

his best for us as his people. For loving one another, not just being friendly or polite, but genuinely loving 

one another as Jesus has loved us, is the true indicator of following Jesus as a disciple.  

 

Let’s do that. Let’s work on making some new friends and deepening our friendships with our old friends. 

Let’s befriend one another. Let’s be a “surprise of friends” for someone else, so that through us God might 

bring his light and his love to a lot of lonely 

people, and in the process, find healing for 

our own hearts and joy for our souls. 

 

Pastor Barry 

 

 

 

MAY 2022 



FROM THE ELDERS 
Hello Church Family, 

Over the course of the last few years, we have compared the healing of FCC to that of someone in the hos-

pital. Three years ago, we were on the operating table bleeding out. We moved from the OR table to the 

medical floor, suffered a secondary infection called COVID and are now in the rehab dept doing therapy to 

improve our functional status. 

As a physical therapist I know that there is a point in 

recovery that we say the patient has “plateaued.” It 

is the point where the patient is no longer making 

significant changes in the areas being addressed and 

often the point that therapy is discontinued.  I 

attended a continuing education course that forever 

changed my thinking. The instructor stated that “it is 

not the patient who plateaus, it is the therapist.” 

From that point forward, when my patient’s pro-

gress began to slow, I would reach out to other 

sources for new ideas.  

 

This is where FCC found itself this year. We are making gains: small groups are starting to form again, peo-

ple are gathering, and it feels good to see members returning to in-person services. During the 21 days of 

prayer and fasting in January, the elders prayed for God to show us the direction that He would have us 

take the church this year. Some of the goals that came from that time were to reach young families, con-

nect to KU and become multigenerational. As elders, we heard where God was leading us, but we had be-

gun to “plateau” in these areas. So, we called on the name of the Lord and he responded with Chase Hoag.  

 



FROM THE ELDERS 
I have been reading through the Old Testament and I am drawn to how many times that there is some 

form of “I call out to the Lord and He answers me.”  Despite all of these examples, it is sometimes easy to 

forget that the God of the Old Testament is still active and listening to us calling Him today. However, like 

those in Old Testament times, God has demonstrated His faithfulness to us again and again. Psalm 116 is a 

prayer of thanksgiving for delivering the writer from death. As FCC moves off the operating table and takes 

another step in faith towards the plan that He is laying out for us, this seems like an appropriate prayer for 

us today: 

 “I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 

 Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. 

 The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

 I was overcome by trouble and sorrow. Then I called on the name of the  

 Lord: ‘O Lord, save me!’  

 The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.  

 The Lord protects the simplehearted; when I was in great need, he saved me 

 Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the Lord has been good to you.” 

 

Love and Blessings! 

Lisa Rundell 

For all of the Elders of FCC  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Here’s some news from the younger generation! 
 
The month of April brought us mixed emotions as we 
focused on the death and resurrection of Jesus. What 
a relief that it didn’t end with death. Our King has ris-
en!  
 
Our first week we heard the story of Jesus’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. The people of Israel were so ex-
cited to celebrate the arrival of their Messiah. How 
unusual to see a King riding on a donkey! The children 
made a craft of Jesus on the donkey and they dressed 
him in jackets and colored palm branches to line his 
path. We also watched the story of the Last Supper 
where Jesus predicted his betrayal by one of the disciples. Ms. Jennifer pointed out how the adults take com-
munion each Sunday in Children’s Ministry and explained what it symbolizes.  
 
Next, we heard some stories from the Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones. A Dark Night in the Garden 
taught us about Jesus’s internal struggle as he faced his looming crucifixion. “’Papa! Father!’ Jesus cried. And 
he fell to the ground. ‘Is there any other way to get your children back? To heal their hearts? To get rid of the 
poison?’ But Jesus knew – there was no other way. All the poison of sin was going to have to go into his own 
heart.” 
 
The Sun Stopped Shining told the heartbreaking story of 
Jesus’s crucifixion and burial, ending with the stone being 
placed in front of the tomb. The children were on the 
edges of their seats, Eleanor exclaiming, “I don’t want to 
wait until next week to hear the rest of the story!” She 
knew that good news was coming and she could hardly 
wait!  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

 
We celebrated the Good News of Jesus’s resurrection on Easter 
Sunday with a traditional Easter egg hunt. The children had so 
much fun searching for the brightly colored eggs scattered around 
the room. They also colored book marks with crosses to help keep 
their places in their Bibles.  
 
We finished the month of April with the story of Jesus’ ascension 
into Heaven (Acts 1:6-11) and the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2). The kids had a blast bopping balloons around the room, trying 
their hardest to keep them afloat, first by themselves, and then as 
a team. Ms. Jennifer explained that the balloons floating around 
symbolized how the Holy Spirit is invisible, but we can still see his 
work in our lives. Some interesting lessons were learned during this 
game, as we discovered that gentle is better, aiming upward makes 
your balloon stay afloat longer, and working together produces 
better results than going it alone.    
 
 

Next month, we look forward to learning about what happens after Jesus goes back to Heaven to be with 
God. We’ll also focus on Philip and Peter, and how God worked through them to spread the good news of 
Jesus. And we are hopeful for many more Sundays ending outside on the playground with warmer weather 
ahead!  
 
“Don’t they know that Jesus has never lost a battle?!” – 
Sydney, age 7 
 
Sarah Johnson 
Children’s Ministry 
 



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Hello FCC Family, 
 
Thank you for your faithfulness in giving that allows us to keep our facility maintained, and provides for the 
ministries of our church.  
 
One of the long-range projects we are working on is developing a set of guidelines to govern our church’s 
investments and endowed funds. Steve Nicolai, our church Treasurer, has presented us with a draft of pro-
posed guidelines as a starting point for our study and discussion. Our hope is that we can come up with  
guidelines that will represent God’s best instructions for First Christian Church, so that as new Trustees 
come onto the Board, we aren’t constantly changing our long-term planning.  
 
Hugh Rundell, Trustee Chair 
 
The information below is our financial status as of March 31, 2022. 

 YTD Actual  YTD Budget  YTD Actual -  
YTD Budget  

Income $82,765.51  $81,169.50  $1,596.01  

Expenses $70,661.55  $82,144.74   ($11,483.19 ) 

Over/(Under) $12,103.96   ($975.24 )  

 

We are God’s stewards, taking care 

of what belongs to him. 



 Young Adults 

On April 8, a few members from our Young Adults discipleship group visited 

the Alpha Christian Children’s home to help out with some manual labor and 

provide support in the form of prayer and encouragement. While it was too 

cold to do the original painting project they had planned for us, we were still 

able to rip off some old siding and measure, cut, and attach fresh new siding 

to a house where one of the families resides. Afterwards, we used power 

washers to clean the underside of the deck, along with another wall of siding 

that they soon planned on painting.  

 

I had an opportunity to chat with Tim, the 

father figure who lived in the home we 

were working on, and it was so inspiring to 

hear his passion for his role at Alpha. He has a master’s degree and spent 

many years of his life teaching prior to his current work at Alpha, and he 

said that nothing could possibly compare to what he does now. What a 

blessing he and his wife are to those children!  

 

After our work was complete, the project manager we had been helping 

asked us if we could spend a few minutes in prayer with him, as they had a 

child in their care who was really struggling. Her story was heartbreaking and she desperately needed help, 

but we were elated to hear later that week that our specific prayers had been answered. Praise God! 

 

Our Young Adults group does service 

projects like this on occasion. We also 

meet every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

for Bible study time. We just recently 

started working our way through 1 

Corinthians. If you have questions 

about our group or would like to join, 

please contact Melinda Saunders at 

melinda@fcclawrence.org. 

SMALL GROUPS 



MISSIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Hello FCC Family, 
 
Our missions efforts are continuing to expand! It’s so encouraging to see God using our efforts over the past 
two years to develop our philosophy of mission—what we believe God wants us to do and why—and our 
processes for evaluating where to invest our relational capital and our finances. The result of all that work 
and prayer and discussion is that we are growing in our capacity to impact our city, the region, and the world 
with the good news of Jesus Christ and the love of God. 
 
Here’s a quick reminder of the growing number of ministries and missionaries we are supporting. Thank you 
for your continued giving of your tithes and offerings and designated giving to missions. It all works together 
to support the good people who represent us and represent Jesus to abused children, women in crisis, KU 
students who need the gospel, indigenous people groups who need the Bible translated into their language, 
and missionary candidates who are training to go to the unreached peoples of the world with the gospel. You 
are helping change the world, extending the kingdom of God, through your prayers and your giving. Thank 
you! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Barry, for the men and women of the Missions Advisory Council (Stan and Jean Sauer, Hyacinth Self, 
David and Merry Nanne, Judy Chadwick, Hugh and Lisa Rundell, Sarah Johnson) 
 



Hello FCC Family, 

May is an exciting time at The Giving Tree.  We are thankful for sunshine 

and beautiful weather that allows us to explore the outdoors.  Throughout 

the month, we will focus on the themes of Sea Life, Insects, and Summer 

Fun.  Our school year will end with an outdoor Moving-Up Celebration.  

This is an opportunity for our families to come together in a group setting 

to hear their children sing some of our favorite songs and celebrate the 

children moving onto kindergarten as well as the children returning for an-

other year of preschool.  We will also recognize a special member of our 

staff, Donna Carlson, who is retiring at the end of May.  Donna has been 

teaching and loving our Giving Tree students for the past 15 years.  We 

wish Donna and her husband Steve much happiness.         

May also brings a time of 

reflection for teachers as we approach the end of the school 

year.  We have had a wonderful year and are truly blessed to 

have such amazing families within our community who share 

their children with us.  I am especially grateful for our pre-

school staff and all of their hard work, patience and flexibil-

ity.  Please continue to keep The Giving Tree Preschool staff 

and families in your prayers as we close out our year. 

We are currently accepting enrollment for the 2022-2023 

school year.  Please contact us for more information. 

Julie Hafenstine, The Giving Tree Preschool Director 

 

THE GIVING TREE PRESCHOOL  
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