Notes for “The Chosen” series (Season 4) small groups
Pastor Barry Foster

The following notes offer some background information, brief explanations related to Scriptural
content and context, and suggestions for things to look for when viewing the episode. One
practical note: you may find that it is easier to understand what is being said if the captions are
turned on when viewing the show.

This episode is quite lengthy (80 minutes). You may want to consider splitting it into two parts
for two sessions. A suggested break point occurs after Peter makes his confession and is given
his new name (at the 40:25 mark).

Episode 2: “Confessions”

The title for this episode is somewhat helpful; it points us to two important ideas: the
confession of one’s faith and the confession of one’s sins. Both are featured in some key scenes.
But this lengthy episode is packed with much more.

Jesus’ popularity has grown, but so has the opposition to him. Note the concern of the
Romans about him and Jesus’ determination to avoid provoking or confirming those concerns.
Note also the actions being taken by the Great Sanhedrin (the governing council for Judaism).
We see the political maneuvering by Caiaphas and members of the Sanhedrin in order to attain
their goals for dealing with Jesus. (Compare this with John 11:49-50.)

But we also see the divisions among the groups of religious leaders. In addition to
sectarian differences (Pharisees and Sadducees), there were personal and family clashes and
various groups jockeying for power and position. We also see a sharp division between those
who are sympathetic to Jesus and those who adamantly oppose him, a division that is often
overlooked or forgotten, but which is evident in the New Testament.

Along these lines, it is important to note the portrayal of Rabbi Shmuel. This production
rightly recognizes that not all Pharisees were hypocrites or only concerned about appearances.
Many were genuinely and deeply concerned about being righteous before God and were aghast at
the politicization of their religion. They sought to please God, but did so in accordance with their
traditions and their understanding of the Law. Some of these were persuaded to become
followers of Jesus while others hardened themselves against him.

Jesus’ growing popularity and the growing opposition to him drives the plot to some key
moments and some critical questions:

(1) Who is Jesus? Simon’s confession that Jesus is the Messiah leads to two new
developments: Jesus gives Simon a new name (Peter) and begins to teach his disciples what it
means that he is the Messiah. (See the Scriptural account in Matthew 16:13-20.)

(2) What has Jesus come to do? The disciples share the people’s expectations of a
Messiah who will set them free from the Romans. Jesus rebuts this, but also insists that he has
not come to bring peace, but a sword. (It’s a bit confusing for them all-some more than others.)

(3) What is the significance of Simon’s name change? Peter (the “Rock’) wrestles with
this new name—as does everyone else!—and the meaning it brings. Does he have a new status? Is
he now in charge of the others? Look for some interesting changes in the dynamics among the
Twelve and the others. Also note how this opens a way to present Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness
(see Matthew 18:21-35, especially verses 21-22).




Some things to look for:

1. John’s death leads Jesus and the disciples to mourn and remember John in an unusual
place: Caesarea Philippi, a large Roman city with a sizeable Gentile population located at the
base of Mount Hermon, north of Galilee. A grotto near the city was a center for the worship of
Pan, a Greek god associated with shepherds, flocks, wild lands, and sex. Pagan sacrifices and
immorality pervaded the region. Debauched fertility rites were held in the cave, which was
believed to be an entrance to the underworld and thus was known as the “Gates of Hell.”

2. The High Priest held the highest rank next to the king, and was therefore the ex officio
ruler of the Great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, the highest court in Judaism, which had 71 members.
In Jesus’ day, Shammai, the leading rabbi, held the position of the president (the Nasi). Smaller
courts (“Lesser Sanhedrin”) of 23 members could be found in other cities. These constituted the
lower courts in the overall judiciary of Judaism.

3. Recall the last episode which introduced a legal technicality that could allow Thomas
and Ramah to marry, despite the objections of her father. Watch for this developing relationship.
Also, we have a new actor playing the character of Philip.

Some questions to consider:

1. What do you think Jesus meant when he said, “I have not come to bring peace but a
sword?” How does that relate to his insistence that the church is to testify about him in places
that are characterized by evil?

2. Why did Jesus require his disciples to refrain from telling people that he was the
Messiah? Why did he sometimes admit that he was the Messiah but avoided giving a straight
answer at other times?

3. Jesus gives Simon a new name: Peter (“Rock’). He then says that he will build his
church upon this rock. On whom is the church built? What is Peter’s status among the disciples
and in the church?

4. One of the Twelve says of Jesus, “He’s a mystery.” What did he mean? What were the
disciples struggling to grasp? What do you think is mysterious about Jesus or his teaching?



