
Notes for “The Chosen” series (Season 4) small groups
Pastor Barry Foster

The following notes offer some background information, brief explanations related to Scriptural
content and context, and suggestions for things to look for when viewing the episode. One
practical note: you may find that it is easier to understand what is being said if the captions are
turned on when viewing the show. 

Episode 3 is nearly 58 minutes long. If groups wish to break the episode into two parts,
good stopping points occur at the 26:12 or 32:38 marks (before or after Jesus heals a blind
man). 

Warning: This episode contains references to the death of an infant and a scene of
intense violence, including a death. Parents should screen the episode before deciding whether
to allow young children to watch it.  

Episode 3: “Moon to Blood”
Once again, we are given an historical flashback to open the episode: King David is

intently praying for God to save his sick child. The child is the result of David’s adulterous affair
with Bathsheba (see 2 Samuel 11:1-27 on the adultery, and 12:1-23 for the subsequent story of
Nathan’s prophetic rebuke of David and the consequences for the couple and the child.)

There are several continuing themes from the previous episodes in Season 4. The
continuity within the story arc is a good reminder that the stories we read in the gospels were not
solitary disconnected events, but significant moments in a complex, tightly interconnected,
developing history. It is important to remember the narrative as a whole when thinking about any
of the individual stories (and vice-versa).

(1) We see the growing popularity of Jesus. More crowds are coming to see him, and it is
getting increasingly difficult to keep order when he is teaching and ministering to them.

(2) The growing unrest is matched by the growing suspicions and concerns about Jesus on
the part of the Romans. The underlying issue for them is not the content of his preaching but the
effect that his preaching is having on the collection of taxes and the destabilizing of public order.
The threat to those two fundamentals of Roman rulership represented a threat to the personal
ambitions for promotion and wealth for those who were in, or were seeking, positions of power.

(3) The agitation within the Sanhedrin and among the Pharisees concerning Jesus is also
growing. They consider Jesus’ disdain for their traditions troubling; even worse, he appears to
them to be flagrantly disobedient to the Law. They are rapidly reaching a breaking point. 

We see this presented well in the depiction of Jesus’ healing of a blind man on the
Sabbath. (Read the story in John 9.) For dramatic purposes involving the plot’s crescendo of
tension as Jesus moves toward Jerusalem, the creators have set the location of this miracle in
Capernaum. John’s gospel does not specify where it occurred, but the verse immediately
preceding this story (8:59) mentions Jesus departing from the temple grounds, which must be in
Jerusalem, and the man is told to wash in the Pool of Siloam, which was in Jerusalem. Don’t let
this use of dramatic license blind you to what the writers have fashioned from the account in
John 9. Jesus confronts the Pharisees over their petty concerns that blind them to the working of
God. This stokes their hatred of him; they make bold threats and condemning accusations. But
his astonishing miracles and his impact on the people (not to mention the power of the Holy
Spirit) sharply contrasts with their powerlessness to enforce their rulings. 



(4) Thomas and Ramah’s deepening love and plans for marriage softens the tension
elsewhere in the story, but the overall tone of the season continues to dominate the mood.

Some things to look for:
1. James and John are pushed by their mother to make a bold request of Jesus. See the

biblical account in Matthew 20:20-21. (The actual request and Jesus’ answer comes in a later
episode. You can read ahead in verses 22-28 if you want a sneak peak at his answer.)

2. There are two striking shockers in this episode. The first is the change in Gaius, the
Roman centurion. Watch for clues that indicate that he is a different man than we first met in
Season 1. (The second also has some foreshadowing clues provided, which are best considered in
retrospect or on a second viewing.)

3. Jesus’ rebuke of the Pharisees contains some of his harshest language in the gospels.
Read the passage in Matthew 23:13-36 and the parallel passage in Luke 11:42-52 to see what he
had to say to them.

4. Note Jesus’ disappointment and the somewhat muted rebuke of those who asked for a
sign to prove that he was the Messiah. (See Matthew 12:38-42.)

Some questions to consider:
1. What appears to have changed in Gaius? What seems to be the reason for the change?

Can you think of a way in which you have changed since meeting Jesus Christ? 
2. Was Jesus unloving when he rebuked the Pharisees so harshly? How do his actions and

his words in doing so reflect the person of God the Father?
3. Why would Jesus react so negatively to people who ask for a miracle? Is it wrong to do

so?
4. The opening flashback scene presents us with a difficult truth: God does not always

intervene or answer our prayers to save someone from death–even when the person who is dying
is suffering because of God’s judgment upon someone else or because of someone else’s sinful
or foolish choices. How would you reconcile this truth with the Bible’s consistent and insistent
declaration that God is not only good but wise and just? How do you hold on to God’s love for
you when you are faced with devastating loss and grief?


