
Notes for “The Chosen” series (Season 4) small groups
Pastor Barry Foster

The following notes offer some background information, brief explanations related to Scriptural
content and context, and suggestions for things to look for when viewing the episode. One
practical note: you may find that it is easier to understand what is being said if the captions are
turned on when viewing the show. 

Episode 6 is 64 minutes long. If groups wish to break the episode into two parts, a good stopping
point occurs at the 38:52 mark (after Judas and Jesus speak together) or at the 27:13 mark (after
Peter and Thomas speak together). 

Episode 6: “Dedication”
This entire episode takes place during the course of eight days of the Feast of Dedication,

or Hanukkah. Instead of an opening historical flashback, we have a dramatic flash-forward to the
end of the week before returning to the beginning of the feast to start the story. 

Like several other Jewish feasts, Hanukkah is based on a historical event (the desecration
of the Temple by the Seleucid king, Antiochus IV Epiphanes in 176 B.C.), and the retelling of
that event is central to the celebration. (The rise of Antiochus Epiphanes and the defiling of the
Temple is prophesied in Daniel 9:27.) The story will be told by Jesus as they celebrate the feast,
along with some stylized “acting-out” of the story by the disciples. Israelites did not have a
history of performing dramatic plays. What they did have was a history of storytelling and
composing songs that recounted important events and declared the spiritual significance of God’s
intervention in those events. So, it’s not a stretch to imagine that stylized actions to accompany
the stories would become part of Jewish holiday celebrations. Even today, when Jewish families
celebrate holidays, the traditions include storytelling (with ritual responses and actions, like
clapping for the hero or hissing the villain) and sacred songs and prayers. Note also that
recitation of passages of Scripture which they have memorized is a part of the regular
celebration. Hanukkah is also celebrated with gift-giving; since it occurs in December, it is
sometimes confused with Christians’ celebration of Christmas. 

We should note three important developments in the characters and the plot: 
(1) Thomas’ grief and discouragement feeds his struggles to understand Jesus. We see

Thomas’ natural skepticism growing, even as he continues to hold onto his faith, if weakly.
(2) Judas is also deepening in his discouragement. He keeps trying to find ways to

increase revenues to fund Jesus’ ministry and establish his kingdom. The lack of support for his
ideas both angers and confuses him. The writers do a good job of presenting him as a character
with whom the audience wants to sympathize, while also being troubled by his continual focus
on money.

(3) The opposition to Jesus among the Jewish leaders has grown much stronger. A plot to
kill him has developed. This hatred for Jesus will continue to increase, leading to more and
sharper confrontations. Note the connection of the climactic conflict with Jesus’ discourse on the
good shepherd (John 10), which John’s gospel locates in Jerusalem during the Feast of
Dedication.

There is also one important bit of foreshadowing: Jesus receives word from Bethany, first
that Lazarus is sick, and then that he has died. See John 11:1-4.



Some things to look for:
1. We are treated to a depiction of the process of threshing and grinding of wheat to make

flour. This same process is still used in some parts of the world where farming is done by hand
instead of with machinery.

2. The scenes of singing songs during the festival celebrations help us imagine what
music would have sounded like in the first century. The melodies and harmonies may be more
modern (and Western), but the instrumentation would have been very similar to what is
portrayed: simple stringed instruments with hand-held drums (similar to tambourines).

3. The disciples celebrate the festival with a toast that is still used among Jews today,
“L’chaim.” (“To life”). 

Some questions to consider:
1. While some of the Pharisees were sympathetic to Jesus, most of the Jewish leaders

opposed Jesus. What do you think were some of the reasons they were so vehement in their
antagonism to Jesus?

2. The shared traditions of festivals and holidays are important ways we connect with
family and friends. What else do you see of value in the celebration traditions as they are
portrayed in this episode?

3. Thomas is really struggling to deal with his grief–in ways that are very understandable.
What have you found that helps you when you face emotionally difficult challenges?


